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PREFACE 


The board of editors of the Mississippi valley historical re- 
view present herewith the Procrepines of the Mississippi valley 
historical association for the year 1918-1919. 

Owing to the cancellation of plans for the usual mid-year 
meeting, which was to have been held jointly with the American 
historical association at Cleveland, Ohio, in December, 1919, the 
present publication takes account only of the twelfth annual 
meeting, which occurred at St. Louis, Missouri, May 8-10, 1919. 
Of the papers presented at this meeting, four are withheld from 
publication by their authors; eight have been printed elsewhere 
and appear here by title only; the remaining thirteen are here- 
with printed in full. A resumé of each paper, as well as an ac- 
count of the informal addresses given at various sessions, can 
be found in the general account of the meeting which Mr. Charles 
W. Hackett has been kind enough to prepare. 

The Mississippi valley historical association is to be congrat- 
ulated upon having so many well-trained scholars to appear on 
its programs and contribute to its publications. The days when 
it was difficult to secure competent people to write for the Re- 
view and the Proceeprines has long since passed by. 


C. W. A. 
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CONSTITUTION * 


I— NAME 


The name of this organization shall be the Mississippi valley 
historical association. 


II — OBJECT 


The object of the association shall be to promote historical 
study and research and to secure codperation between the his- 
torical societies and the departments of history of the Missis- 
sippi valley. 


Ill — MEMBERSHIP 


Membership in this association shall be divided into three 
classes, namely: active, sustaining, and life members. Any one 
interested in the study of Mississippi valley history may become 
a member in any of these classes upon payment of the dues here- 
inafter provided. 


IV — OFFICERS 


The officers of the association shall be a president, and a sec- 
retary-treasurer, who with nine other active members, and such 
ex-presidents of the association as retain their membership 
therein, shall constitute the executive committee. Providing 
_ that all ex-presidents who have served on the executive commit- 
tee for six consecutive years shall from and after that time no 
longer be ex-officio members of the executive committee. 

The president, secretary-treasurer, and three members of the 
executive committee shall be elected at the annual meeting each 
year. The president and secretary-treasurer shall hold office 
for one year, the members of the executive committee for three 
years or until their successors are elected and have qualified. 

The executive committee shall have general charge of the af- 
fairs of the association, including the calling of meetings and 
selection of papers to be read. Five members of the executive 


1 As amended at the ninth annual meeting, April, 1916. 
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committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of bus- 
iness. 

At the first meeting of the executive committee after the an- 
nual election, one of its members shall be selected as chairman 
of the executive committee. It shall be his duty to preside at 
meetings of the committee and, in the absence of the president, 
at meetings of the association, and he shall succeed to the office 
of president in case of a vacancy. 


V — MEETINGS 


A regular annual meeting and a mid-year meeting of the as- 
sociation shall be held on such dates and at such places as the 
executive committee may determine. 


VI— DUES 


The annual dues for individual active members shall be three 
dollars. The annual dues for library members shall be four 
dollars. Sustaining members—either individuals or institu- 
tions — shall pay five dollars annually. Any individual may be- 
come a life member upon the payment of fifty dollars. 


VII — AMENDMENTS 
This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting, 
notice of such amendment having been given at a previous meet- 


ing, or the proposed amendments having received the approval 
of the executive committee. 
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THE TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MISSIS- 
SIPPI VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 


Upon the joint invitation of the Missouri historical society 
and Washington university, the twelfth annual meeting of the 
Mississippi valley historical association was held at St. Louis, 
May 8-10, 1919. The year 1919 marked the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the arrival of the first steamboat at St. Louis; the 
year 1921 marks the one hundredth anniversary of the admis- 
sion of Missouri into the union. With these facts in mind, a 
program commendable for its range of subjects was arranged. 
Of the various sessions one was, in the main, devoted to each of 
the following subjects: phases of early frontier history; Mis- 
sissippi river transportation and commerce; the south in rebel- 
lion and reconstruction; state activity in the preserving of the 
records of the recent war; phases of Missouri state history; 
after-the-war reorganization of history in preparatory schools 
and colleges. 

With such a program arranged for, an interesting and profit- 
able meeting was assured. At the last moment, as so often is un- 
avoidable, some shifting of the printed program was necessary. 
But it is a matter of satisfaction, and one that speaks well for 
the loyalty and earnestness of the members, that during the en- 
tire meeting only three of those on the program failed to appear, 
either in person or by proxy; of these, Mr. Alvord was prevented 
from attending because of illness. The other contributors rep- 
resented as widely separated districts as Texas and Minnesota, 
North Carolina and Iowa. 

The majority of the sessions were held in the magnificent Jef- 
ferson Memorial, one of the permanent buildings of the Louisiana 
purchase exposition, and the home of the Missouri historical so- 
ciety. One session was held at the Jesuit St. Louis university, 
and one at Washington university. The local committee made 
ample arrangement for entertainment, so that from every stand- 
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point the twelfth meeting of the association was a successful 
and enjoyable occasion. 

The first session was held Thursday morning, May 8, in the 
main assembly hall of the Missouri historical society, in the 
Jefferson Memorial, President Harlow Lindley presiding. In 
general the session was devoted to certain phases of the early 
frontier. The first paper, however, was ‘‘The consistency of 
American foreign policy,’’? and was read by Mr. Beverly W. 
Bond of Purdue university. In this paper Mr. Bond stated that 
the American policy of self-defense has assumed three aspects: 
first, non-intervention in affairs beyond our sphere of influence; 
second, a corresponding determination not to permit outside in- 
terference in the affairs of the American hemisphere; and third, 
the protection of the rights of American citizens. Washington 
established the first and last principles. By the purchase of 
Louisiana, Jefferson set a precedent for the second principle. 
Finally, Monroe in his famous message of December 2, 1823, 
concisely set forth the three cardinal principles of American 
diplomacy. Since then these principles have been consistently 
adhered to. 

The annexation of Texas, followed by the Mexican war and the 
acquisition of California and New Mexico, the attitude of the 
United States toward the French occupation of Mexico, the 
Venezuelan boundary controversy, the annexation of Hawaii, 
and the war with Spain were consistent with the policy of pre- 
venting foreign intrigues in the American hemisphere, or up- 
held the rights of American citizens. Until the world war of 
1914, the only exception to our customary foreign policy was the 
annexation of the Philippines. Since the United States inter- 
vened in the world war in defense of American rights, that act, 
Mr. Bond maintained, was wholly consistent with our tradition- 
al foreign policy. He maintained further that at present the 
question is as to the permanent departure from the principle 
of isolation which would be involved in membership in the league 
of nations. In view of the amendments that have been made to 
the original constitution of the league, Mr. Bond offered argu- 
ments to show that this step might now safely be taken. 

‘‘A frontier officer’s old military order book,’’ was the title of 
the second paper of the morning session, and was read by. Mr. 
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Louis Pelzer, of the University of Iowa. In this paper Mr. 
Pelzer gave a sketch of military history in the Mississippi valley 
from 1833 until 1836. This account was based on the orderly 
book of Colonel Henry Dodge of the First United States dra- 
goons, a famous regiment which ranged the western frontiers. 

The document presents glimpses of camp life and equipments, 
accounts of marches, descriptions of courts-martial, recruiting, 
desertions, mutinies, and the varied activities of the frontier 
troops. ‘‘Surely but unconsciously,’’ concluded the paper, ‘‘the 
fading pages of this old frontier officer’s record depict in out- 
line the tasks of this western army in the work of frontier de- 
fense, garrison duty, treaty negotiations, marches, expeditions, 
patrol duty, exploration, and the enforcement of federal laws. 
Read aright by the historian, this military order book compels 
homage and admiration for the thousands of plain frontier sol- 
diers, for their quiet, unadorned, and often unheralded services 
— whether at lonely Mississippi river posts, in the protection of 
trade caravans, in travels over the cacti-covered plains, or in 
marches from post to post.’’ 

Mr. Chancellor Jenks of Chicago was to have read a paper 
under the title of ‘‘Following the westward star.’’ Since Mr. 
Jenks was unable to arrive in time for the first session, arrange- 
ments were made for him to read his paper at the afternoon 
session. Because that session was devoted to state activity in 
the preserving of the records of the recent war, Mr. Jenks’ paper 
is summarized in the order in which it was intended to have 
been read. 

Mr. Jenks’ article is woven around two original journals of 
western emigrations. One was written by Mr. Jenks’ great- 
grandfather, Caleb Jenks, in 1802. It records the daily events of 
the pilgrimage which he made with a large family by wagon 
from Providence, Rhode Island, to Warren Center, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1802. The other account covers the further migration 
of the family, in a later generation, from Pennsylvania to the 
Mississippi valley in 1836; this account was written by Mr. 
Jenks’ grandfather, Livingston Jenks. In his paper Mr. 
Jenks treats these two pilgrimages as merely successive stages 
of the one migration from the Atlantic coast to the Mississippi 
valley, with the Pennsylvania pause of thirty-four years as 
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merely a halt of the caravan on its long journey. By great 
good fortune these two log books came into Mr. Jenks’ posses- 
sion, and are most highly valued by him. Both are characterized 
by interesting observations regarding contemporaneous national 
events, and were written by intelligent, well-educated men, fully 
alert to the problems of the day. 

‘*New light on Don Diego de Pefialosa: proof that he never 
made an expedition from Santa Fe to Gran Quivira and the 
Mississippi river in 1662,’’ was the title of a paper read next by 
Mr. Charles W. Hackett, of the University of Texas. The chief 
contribution of this paper was to prove, by establishing an alibi, 
that Governor Penalosa of New Mexico never made the alleged 
expedition to the Missouri country in 1662, and, by so doing, to 
settle in the affirmative the much-mooted question of the ficti- 
tiousness of the Freytas ‘‘Relacion,’’ a manuscript account of 
Penalosa’s alleged expedition which he presented to Louis xiv in 
1684. In addition, the paper throws much interesting light on 
the situation on the northern frontier of New Spain — Pena- 
losa’s record as governor of New Mexico, social and other con- 
ditions in the middle seventeenth century, disputes between the 
ecclesiastical and civil authorities, and the methods and power 
of the inquisition in colonial affairs. 

‘‘Henry Hastings Sibley and the Minnesota frontier,’’ by Mr. 
Wilson P. Shortridge, of the University of Louisville, was the 
last paper read at the opening session. In this paper, Henry 
Hastings Sibley was used as a type of frontiersman and Minne- 
sota as a typical region which passed through the successive 
stages in the history of the west. The Sibley family was a good 
illustration of the influence of the New England element in 
American history, the first members of the family having arriv- 
ed in America sometime between 1629 and 1634. The first 
Sibley in the region west of the mountains, the first real Ameri- 
can frontier, was Solomon Sibley, who went to Marietta, then to 
Cincinnati, and finally to Detroit, where he made his home and 
played a part in the territory and state of Michigan similar in 
many respects to that played by his son, Henry Hastings, in the 
region that was destined to be Minnesota. 

Sibley became a clerk in the employ of the American fur com- 
pany, and, in 1834, went to Mendota, a fur trading post across 
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the St. Peter’s river from Fort Snelling. Here he lived as the 
successive waves of civilization passed by. The decade of the 
thirties marked the most flourishing conditions of the fur trade 
in Minnesota, the decade of the forties witnessed the advance of 
the lumberman and pioneer farmer, and the decade of the fifties 
saw the transition to agriculture. 

Minnesota territory was organized in 1849 and Sibley became 
the first delegate in congress from the new territory and served 
in that capacity until 1853. His work in gaining appropriations 
or land grants for public purposes shows the needs of a new 
territory. Sibley’s chief contribution during this period was in 
connection with the Indian policy of the United States govern- 
ment and his ideas foreshadowed the final solution of the Indian 
problem. His advice was not followed at the time and the dis- 
aster which he so accurately foretold, in case the Indian policy 
was not changed, came in the great Sioux uprising of 1862; 
then Sibley himself was the man to whom Minnesota pioneers 
turned in their hour of need. Minnesota entered the union in 
1858 and Sibley became the first governor of the state. After 
his military career closed in 1865 Sibley retired to private life. 
He died in 1891. 

The rapidity of the settlement of the west is most vividly ap- 
preciated when viewed in terms of human life. When Solomon 
Sibley came west of the mountains to the first American settle- 
ment northwest of the Ohio the history of the great west was 
only in the period of beginning. Before his son died in 1891 
the frontier had disappeared. Sibley lived to see Minnesota 
a state with a population of nearly one and one-half millions. 
Such a study of the life of a typical leader in the making of a 
territory and state furnished many good illustrations of the sig- 
nificance of the west in American history. 

At the conclusion of the Thursday morning session a luncheon 
was tendered to the members of the association by the Missouri 
historical society in the west wing of the Jefferson Memorial. 
Mr. Clarence W. Alvord was to have spoken at this luncheon on 
‘‘The association — its past and present.’’ Since Mr. Alvord 
was prevented from attending on account of illness, Dr. Henry 
M. Whelpley, a well-known archaeologist of the Missouri histori- 
cal society, kindly agreed after the luncheon to show to the mem- 
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bers the archaeological exhibit in the east wing of the Jefferson 
Memorial. The exhibit, which is one of the best west of the 
Mississippi river, was made doubly interesting because of Dr. 
Whelpley’s intimate knowledge of the various items. 

The Thursday afternoon session was called to order by Presi- 
dent Lindley at three o’clock in the main assembly hall of the 
Jefferson Memorial. This session, which proved to be one of 
the most interesting during the entire meeting, was devoted to 
Mississippi river transportation and commerce. The first paper 
was read by Mr. Lester B. Shippee, of the University of Minne- 
sota, on ‘‘Steamboating on the upper Mississippi after the civil 
war.’’ Taking ‘‘Commodore’’ William F. Davidson for the 
central theme, Mr. Shippee traced the revival and decline of 
steamboating during the period when the upper Mississippi val- 
ley was being settled after the civil war. Davidson, who went 
to Minnesota before the war, served an apprenticeship in boat- 
ing on his own responsibility by establishing a line upon the 
Minnesota river. By 1859 he had entered the trade of the upper 
Mississippi, running boats as far south as La Crosse. During 
the war he first acquired an interest in the old ‘‘Galena’’ line, 
and then absorbed it. By the end of the war Davidson’s White 
Collar line dominated the river in its upper reaches except for 
the through traffic to St. Louis which was in the control of the 
Northern line. In 1870 Davidson entered, with his Northwest- 
ern Union line, into competition with the Northern line and the 
Keokuk line for the trade between St. Louis and St. Paul. In 
three years the same course which had been pursued in the more 
restricted field was repeated and a new company, the Keokuk and 
Northern line packet company, with Davidson one of the control- 
ling powers, had practically all the river traffic under its control. 

It was in this period of the seventies, however, that the power 
which was to ruin the boats began to function toward that end: 
as long as the railroads led to and away from the rivers, so long 
did they contribute to the prosperity of the rivermen; when they 
paralleled the rivers they began to crush steamboating. After 
1873, by which time a considerable portion of the river between 
St. Paul and St. Louis had been paralleled, it was only a ques- 
tion of time when steamboat lines would succumb. The compe- 
tition of railroads, together with financial entanglements with 
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railroad corporations, bad management, wasteful and extrava- 
gant methods, and heavy losses due to costly lawsuits, all con- 
spired to put an end to successful steamboating. In 1881, when 
the Keokuk and Northern had become hopelessly involved in 
financial toils, Davidson emerged by a new reorganization, only 
to find that things were going the same way again. Davidson 
himself, in later years, divided his attention between St. Pau! 
real estate and his steamboat line, and recovered in the first 
what he lost in the second. When he died, in 1887, his heirs and 
other stockholders in the St. Louis and St. Paul line attempted 
to carry on the venture, but in 1891 gave it up and sold the 
property for what it would bring. 

‘‘Transportation and traffic on the Ohio and the Mississippi be- 
fore the steamboat,’’ was the title of the second paper of this 
session, read by Mr. Wallace Carson, of DePauw university. 
This paper opened with a discussion of the suitable towns for 
embarkation on the Ohio river about 1800. The evolution of 
river transportation was then briefly traced to the appearance of 
the ‘‘flatboat,’’? the ultimate type of craft which dominated 
downstream transportation to the coming of the steamboat. The 
details of construction, appearance, and cost of the craft were 
given by means of quotations from contemporary travelers in 
the west. 

The gradual development of commerce down the Ohio and 
Mississippi, with New Orleans as a ‘‘place of deposit’’ and ex- 
port, was traced; the need for a craft capable of upstream navi- 
gation was indicated; and a description of the ‘‘keel boat,’’ 
evolved to meet this demand, was given. Also, the method of 
propelling or navigating this craft upstream was given in detail. 
A description of the professional rivermen—their character- 
istics and their hard life —followed. The paper closed with the 
appearance of the steamboat on the Ohio and the Mississippi 
rivers in 1811. 

The third paper of this session was read by Mr. R. B. Way, 
of Beloit college, on ‘‘The commerce of the lower Mississippi in 
the period 1830-1860.’’ Due to the fact that there was lacking 
any through connections between the north and south until 
nearly the close of the period, the years studied in the paper 
were the golden age of river traffic. A clear account was given 
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of the changes in the character and importance of the river trade 
and the struggles with its competitors which successfully de- 
flected the northern trad? from the south to the east. To the 
initial trade of Pittsburgh was added by 1830 that of the river 
cities of the Ohio valley. St. Louis, already the commercial cap- 
ital of an increasing trans-Mississippi west, sent forth and re- 
ceived large quantities of goods by way of the river. At the 
same time the new southwest gained in predominance over the 
old tidewater south in cotton culture. An increased market was 
thereby created for the grain, pork, flour, provisions, and live 
stock of the Ohio valley. By 1830, in consequence, nearly a 
thousand steamboats were annually reaching New Orleans. 
Continued westward extension of the population, enlarging ex- 
port trade, and specialization of the south in cotton raising add- 
ed to the amount of river traffic. 

An account followed of the steps taken by which the east by 
canal and railroad arranged to turn the western trade away 
from the river. At the same time by relating the gains and 
losses of the river traffic it was made clear that the victory of 
the east was not an immediate one. By 1859, however, the 
river trade was mainly of a local character. Unnoticed by the 
great majority of southerners, the great export business had 
turned eastward so that in 1862 England saw better than the 
south that southern cotton no longer was king. 

The final paper of this session, ‘‘ New Orleans as a port,’’ was 
read by Mr. Melvin J. White, of Tulane university. Starting 
with the premise that it was early established in Louisiana that 
the use of the banks of navigable streams is public, Mr. White 
traced the events leading up to the assumption of control of the 
port of New Orleans in 1901 by a board of commissioners, known 
locally as the ‘‘dock board,’’ the members of which serve with- 
out pay or other remuneration. This board has jurisdiction 
over some forty miles of river front on either side of the river; 
the rest of the improved river front, Mr. White explained, is 
controlled by railroads and private industrial plants, all of 
which can be expropriated by the state at any time. 

Mr. White next traced the genesis and development of the 
Public Belt railroad. This road connects the railroads, wharves, 
and industrial plants, and is unique in that it is the only muni- 
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cipally owned and operated switching system at any port in the 
United States. Control is vested in the New Orleans Public 
Belt railroad commission, which at present is operating approxi- 
mately sixty-five miles of main and switch track. Mr. White 
went into some detail to show just what has been done in the 
way of providing port facilities at New Orleans, and to point 
out that the most distinctive fact about the port is the great 
progress that has been made under a system of public ownership. 

At the conclusion of the papers a spirited discussion followed. 
Before adjournment Mr. W. C. Cochran, a lawyer of Cincinnati, 
was asked to speak to the association. Mr. Cochran spoke in- 
terestingly and extemporaneously of certain phases of naviga- 
tion on the Ohio in the seventies. He stated that, due to fires, 
sinkings from unknown causes, and the like, insurance rates on 
river boats rose from eight per cent while he was studying law, 
to ten per cent the first year of his practice, and finally to fifteen 
per cent. Mr. Cochran stated that when he first went to Cincin- 
nati the harbor was crowded with boats; often as many as a 
dozen handsome ones would leave in one day, some of them being 
passenger boats for New Orleans. Now the passenger boats 
have practically disappeared, and the whole trade has died out 
due to dangers from fire, low water in the summer, and ice in 
the winter. Most of these handsome boats, according to Mr. 
Cochran, were insured for all they were worth and then deliber- 
ately sunk — in other words the companies sold out to insurance 
companies, proof of this in many cases being positive. Mr. 
Cochran concluded by expressing his belief that river transpor- 
tation was dead. 

At the evening session of Thursday, May 8, Mr. David R. 
Francis, president of the Missouri historical society, was to 
have presided, but was unable to be present; in his absence Dr. 
Henry M. Whelpley, archaeologist of the society, presided. The 
feature of the evening was the presidential address by Mr. Har- 
low Lindley. Mr. Lindley chose as the subject of his address 
‘*Western travel, 1800-1820,’’ taking this theme as one particu- 
larly appropriate to the historical setting of the year’s meeting 
of the association. As the time covered corresponded to the period 
of Missouri’s territorial history, and as St. Louis during this 
period was the gateway to the west, the address had a local 
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significance while at the same time it covered an important chap- 
ter in one phase of our western history. First were traced 
the explorations and gradual settlement of Missouri during the 
territorial period by the Americans, followed by a very complete 
survey of the movement of the traders and scientific explorers 
up the Missouri river and across the continent to the northwest, 
and of a like movement to the southwest into Mexico. The 
speaker pointed out the significance of the fact that all the ex- 
plorers sent out into the west by the government followed the 
paths of the fur traders and private explorers and were guided 
by them. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Lindley’s address, Mrs. Edward 
Schaaf, of St. Mary’s, Missouri, a descendant of one of the old 
French families of the state, gave an interesting illustrated lec- 
ture on ‘‘Old French Missouri.’’ The collection of pictures 
shown was an unusually good one, and Mrs. Schaaf’s personal 
and intimate knowledge of many of the characters, scenes, and 
objects shown made them doubly interesting and worth while. 

For the morning session of Friday, May 9, which was held 
in the Jefferson Memorial, the general subject was the south in 
rebellion and reconstruction. Of the four papers planned only 
two were read. The first, ‘‘The last meeting of the confederate 
cabinet,’’ was read by Mr. James E. Walmsley, of Winthrop 
normal and industrial college. First Mr. Walmsley showed that 
five towns in the south point out to visitors ‘‘the house where the 
last meeting of the confederate cabinet was held.’’ One of these 
towns is in Virginia, one in North Carolina, two in South Caro- 
lina, and one in Georgia. At each of these places Davis and all 
or part of his cabinet made stops in their flight from Richmond. 
After treating in detail the events at each place, and after discus- 
sing briefly the meaning of the term ‘‘cabinet meeting,’’ Mr. 
Walmsley concludes that ‘‘if we define a ‘cabinet meeting’ as a 
formal meeting of heads of departments to discuss state matters, 
the last cabinet meeting of the confederacy was held at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865.’’ 

The second paper of the Friday morning session was read by 
Mr. Charles W. Ramsdell, of the University of Texas, on ‘‘The 
Texas state military board, 1862-1865.’’ This paper was a study 
in part of the reaction of a frontier agricultural people to the 
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economic exigencies of war time, and in part of the operation 


a and difficulties of the military board, which was organized to 
al meet these emergencies. The board, organized at the beginning 


| of 1862, was composed of the governor, the comptroller, and the 
q treasurer of the state. It attempted at first to raise funds for 
q importing military supplies by the sale of state and United 
States bonds. This method failed, and the board then resorted 
to the purchase and sale of cotton, which was shipped across the 
Rio Grande, chiefly through Brownsville. The scarcity of funds, 
difficulties of transportation, competition with speculators, and 
the faulty organization and administration of the board itself 
rendered its problems difficult of solution and the results were 
unsatisfactory. The board was reorganized at the beginning of 
1864 to consist of the governor and two appointees; but the 
difficulties increased and the management was even less efficient 
than before so that the people of the state obtained small benefit 
from its operation. The history of the board illustrates well the 
main theme of the paper, that a poorly organized, agricultural, 
individualistic, and self-governing people cannot successfully 
wage modern war against a more highly organized foe. 

At noon Friday a luncheon was tendered to the members of the 
association by the City club, at Ninth and Locust streets. At 
this time two after-luncheon talks were made, the first by Mr. 
Lindley on ‘‘The importance of state and local historical so- 
cieties.’’ Mr. Lindley first discussed the meaning of history, 
emphasizing the fact that real history is in the thoughts and feel- 
ing. Declaring that every generation has to write its own his- 
tory, the remaining part of Mr. Lindley’s address was devoted 
to the importance of local and state historical societies in the 
work of preserving, classifying, and making available the rec- 
ords of even the most remote communities. 

The second after-luncheon address was by Mr. Isaac J. Cox, 
of the University of Cincinnati, on ‘‘The Mexican problem: a 
possible peaceful solution.’’ Mr. Cox had but recently returned 
from Mexico, where he went to make a personal and detailed in- 
vestigation of the Mexican situation, and his address was fol- 
lowed with marked interest by members of the association and of 
the club alike. Mr. Cox stated that among secondary problems to 
be settled in the near future that afforded by Mexico is of pecu- 
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liar interest to the American people. Her economic condition 
calls for speedy settlement, especially in the case of foreign 
claims against the republic. These may be classified as those 
due to the activity of the pioneer, whose interests in lands, mines, 
or general industries have been jeopardized by recent disturb- 
ances, or to the wider activities of the empresario, the represen- 
tative of concessions and of ‘‘big business.’’ The claims repre- 
sented by these two classes run up into the hundreds of millions 
and afford proper cases for a suitable international tribunal. 

In the same way Mexico is strategically exposed to invasions 
from her northern neighbor, and this condition will continually 
arouse the apprehension of her leaders, as shown by the Magda- 
lena bay incident, rumors regarding the Japanese, and the en- 
trance of American troops into Vera Cruz and Chihuahua. 
These incidents are inevitable as long as mutual jealousy and 
suspicion mark the relations between the two countries. Under 
a militaristic policy the United States must take protective meas- 
ures that will arouse the concern of intervening peoples such as 
the Mexicans. A properly constituted international tribunal 
would do much to remove this element of suspicion. So, too, 
would a frank recognition on the part of the United States that 
our Hispanic American neighbors do not always recognize our 
benevolence in insisting upon a unilateral interpretation of the 
Monroe doctrine. This will explain the recent protest of Mexi- 
co against incorporating the recognition of this doctrine in the 
covenant adopted at Paris. From the standpoint of better pan- 
American relations, the amended covenant will in this respect 
prove disappointing. Because of these and other problems, 
some connected with the issues of the world war, the conditions 
of Mexico should receive careful attention by Americans as a 
whole, and their efforts should be directed to prevent anything 
like military intervention. 

The session of Friday afternoon, May 9, was held at St. Louis 
university, Grand avenue and West Pine boulevard, and, in the 
main, was devoted to the subject of state activity in the preserv- 
ing of records of the recent war. As has been noted, Mr. Chan- 
eellor Jenks of Chicago, who was unable to be present at the 
opening session, was asked to read his paper at this session. 

‘“‘The attitude of Swedish Americans toward the world 
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war’’ was the subject of the next paper, read by Mr. George M. 
Stephenson, of the University of Minnesota. In explaining the 
sympathy of Swedish Americans, individually, for Germany, and 
their desire for America to maintain neutrality, Mr. Stevenson 
emphasized their political ideas, religious heritage, and deep- 
seated hatred of Russia as important factors. The attitude of 
the Swedish American press during the period of growing hos- 
tility toward Germany, and the support given by the majority of 
the Swedish Americans to Wilson in the presidential campaign 
of 1916, despite the almost incurable inclination of the Swedes 
to vote the republican ticket and an instinctive horror of ‘‘dem- 
ocratic hard times,’’ was clearly explained. After war was de- 
clared, said Mr. Stephenson, and after the issues at stake were 
explained to them by a systematic campaign of education, the 
response to the call of duty was as whole-souled and hearty as it 
was from those whose ancestors were from England. 

Mr. Benjamin F. Shambaugh, superintendent of the state his- 
torical society of Iowa, reported informally on what Lowa is 
doing to preserve war history. Among other things he said 
that in Iowa three general agencies are active in the collection 
and preservation of materials relating to the history of Iowa’s 
part in the world war, namely, the state historical society at 
Iowa City, the historical department at Des Moines, and the 
office of the adjutant general. 

Since the beginning of the war the state historical society has 
compiled and published several volumes relating to the military 
history of Iowa: Marches of the dragoons in the Mississippi 
valley, by Louis Pelzer; Old Fort Snelling, by Mareus L. Han- 
sen; and The Spirit Lake massacre, by Thomas Teakle. A 
monthly series entitled Jowa and war has been issued regularly 
since July, 1917. The society has planned a comprehensive his- 
tory of lowa’s part in the war, and has already undertaken re- 
searches dealing with specific phases of the subject. For guid- 
ance in these researches a tentative outline has been published. 
A tentative outline for a county war history has also been pub- 
lished for the guidance of local historians. 

The historical department of Iowa at Des Moines, under the 
direction of Curator E. R. Harlan, is active in collecting materi- 
al relating to the war history of Iowa. The scope of these col- 
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lections is very broad, including photographs, moving picture 
films, museum articles, and the record of individuals in the 
service. 

In accordance with an act of the general assembly, there is 
being compiled in the office of the adjutant general an Iowa 
war roster. The work is under the direction of the adjutant 
general. In a number of the counties of Iowa local histories of 
war activities are being compiled by local historians. 

In the absence of Mr. Franklin F.. Holbrook, of the Minnesota 
historical society, Mr. Solon J. Buck of Minnesota read for him 
a paper on ‘‘ Minnesota’s activities in the field of war history.’’ 
The author explained in this paper that in Minnesota the collec- 
tion of state and local war records is carried on under the direc- 
tion of a special body known as the Minnesota war records com- 
mission. This body was established provisionally in October, 
1918, through the initiative of the state historical society and 
under the authority of the commission of public safety. In the 
spring of 1919, the commission was established by law and 
granted a biennial appropriation of $10,000, the historical so- 
ciety at the same time being designated official custodian of ma- 
terial collected. The commission is charged with the duty of 
collecting and preserving, in state and county war records col- 
lections, all available materials relating to Minnesota’s part in 
the world war, and of preparing and publishing, ultimately, a 
comprehensive state war history. In the collection of local ma- 
terial, the commission works through volunteer committees or- 
ganized for the purpose in counties throughout the state. To 
aid in the work of these committees, county boards and other 
local governing bodies are authorized by law to appropriate 
funds in amounts ranging from $250 to $5,000. Many of the 
committees have taken advantage of this aid, and, in not a few 
instances, are accomplishing noteworthy results, especially in 
the compilation of military service records. The commission 
itself has given attention to the direct acquisition, largely 
through its field agent, of material which is to form the state 
war records collection. A preliminary canvass of state head- 
quarters of the various war agencies active in Minnesota has 
yielded considerable material of value, including publicity mat- 
ter, printed and manuscript reports, and official files of corre- 
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spondence, papers and record books. Unfortunately for local 
historical interests, the official records of most state branches of 
federal agencies, such as the food administration, and of nation- 
al organizations, such as the Red Cross, have either been sent to 
Washington or retained in state or district offices of the agencies 
in question under orders from national headquarters. 

‘‘Texas and the preservation of war history materials’’ was 
the subject of the final paper of the session, read by Mr. Milton 
R. Gutsch, of the University of Texas. Mr. Gutsch stated that 
the Texas war records collection organization was created by 
the board of regents of the University of Texas on October 22, 
1918. At that time an appropriation of $7,500 for the collection 
of Texas records and of $5,000 for the collection of general 
war records was made. The organization consists of the 
director and the central administrative staff, the county and 
community war records organizations, and the auxiliary agen- 
cies. The chairman of the county war records committee in 
each county is appointed by the director upon the recommenda- 
tion of prominent citizens. The chairman then appoints his 
own committee. The Daughters of the Confederacy, the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, and the federation of wo- 
men’s clubs are assisting in the collection of the county war 
records of the state. The objects are the collection of all ma- 
terial relating to the contributions of Texas in men and re- 
sources to the winning of the war and the classification of such 
material and its preservation. 

The materials to be collected are, first, general material, both 
American and foreign; second, state material; and third, county 
and community records. The general records consist of books 
relating to the war and reconstruction, posters and broadsides, 
official United States war photographs; war and reconstruction 
files of several representative newspapers from Great Britain, 
France, Italy, Germany, Austria, Australia, Canada, Mexico, 
Argentina, Brazil, and Chile; maps from the National geogra- 
phic society, the Carta d’Italia, Rand McNally maps, the Ken- 
yon war maps, and others; memoirs, consisting of a small col- 
lection of tags, buttons and the like. 

The state records now in the possession of the organization 
are those of the council of defense, liberty loan management, 














30 Charles W. Hackett M. V. H. A. 


food administration, draft board, Red Cross, Jewish welfare 
board, war camp community service; congressional delegation, 
in the form of congressional debates and reports; war speakers’ 
bureau, boy scouts, a portion of the Armenian and other relief 
organizations, a considerable number of camp photographs, and 
federal employment bureau records. State records now being 
compiled are those of the war savings stamps organization, 
Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., Knights of Columbus, Salvation 
army, state government records, war industries records, and 
county and community records, including military and naval 
records, records of the several war service organizations, and 
records of local conditions, most of which are to be collected by 
means of questionnaires by the county war records committees. 
The Friday evening session was held in the Jefferson Memo- 
rial, phases of Missouri history being the subject. The first 
paper was read by Mr. C. H. McClure of the State normal 
school, Warrensburg, Missouri, on ‘‘Constitution making in Mis- 
souri.’’ According to Mr. McClure, efforts at constitution mak- 
ing in Missouri fall in three distinct periods. First, 1830-1835, 
when Missouri voted on a constitutional convention but the prop- 
osition failed to carry for certain local reasons. Second, 1845- 
1848, when a constitutional convention was called and a consti- 
tution was written and submitted to the people, but was voted 
down by a large majority because of certain compromise pro- 
visions contained. This was followed by the amendment of the 
constitution of 1820 by which the most glaring defects were 
removed. Third, 1865-1875, during which period two constitu- 
tions were written and adopted. The first in 1865 embodied the 
changes made necessary by the civil war. It also contained 
test oaths and other clauses intended to operate during the re- 
construction period. The second constitution of the period was 
adopted in 1875 and was the result of a reaction against the 
radical provisions of the constitution of 1865. Thus this con- 
stitution, which is still in operation, was the result of reaction 
against the general world-wide tendencies toward democracy 
and nationalism which are the characteristics of the period. 
‘‘Banking and finance in Missouri in the thirties’’ was the 
title of the second paper of this session, read by Mr. F. F. 
Stephens, of the University of Missouri. Mr. Stephens stated 
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that until 1837 the state of Missouri had never chartered a bank. 
This was due chiefly to an earlier territorial experience with 
banks. Two banks chartered in that earlier period had been 
failures, and the loan office experiment of 1821 had likewise been 
a failure. In addition much specie was supplied to the state 
by the Santa Fe trade, and therefore a ‘‘bank of issue’’ was ap- 
parently not needed. In 1832 a great contest as to whether Mis- 
souri should charter a bank was precipitated by a favorable rec- 
ommendation from Governor Miller. The legislature failed to 
respond, and the agitation was continued until 1837. It was 
never an out and out political contest, however, since both the 
parties were divided, though most of the opposition came from 
the Jackson party. 

The discussion that was carried on in the newspapers through 
this period ranged over all the phases of public finance, including 
the constitutional, political, and economic questions involved. 
The comparative advantages of metallic and paper money re- 
ceived much attention, as well as devices for safeguarding the 
interests of depositors and note-holders. All this discussion and 
agitation led finally in 1837 to the incorporation of a state bank 
with a charter so liberal and yet so carefully drawn that the in- 
stitution soon became the leading bank of the west. The state 
owned one-half of the stock and appointed one-half of the direc- 
tors in addition to the president of the bank. During the ante- 
bellum era of state banking, the state bank of Missouri was a 
powerful institution, and so well managed that at all times it 
was an honor to the state. 

The third paper of this session was read by a member of the 
Society of Jesus, the Reverend Laurence J. Kenny, professor 
of history in St. Louis university. His subject was ‘‘The Jesuit 
in the Mississippi valley.’’ He said external events had cut the 
story of the Jesuit here into two chapters of almost a century 
each. Beginning with 1660, for a hundred years the members 
of the order gave generously of their blood and their lives for 
love of the savage and the trapper; there followed a long period 
during which no Jesuit set foot upon the soil of this valley, until 
ninety-six years ago a new apostolate of twelve Jesuits (of 
whom De Smet was one) came to reéstablish the abandoned 
labors of the pioneer fathers. 
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Taking for granted that his audience was fairly well acquaint- 
ed with the work of the Jesuits of the first century, Father 
Kenny called attention merely to the closing scenes of the lives 
of Menard, Senat, and Meurin, doubtless to prepare his hearers 
for the lesson of the second chapter. Here he carried them in 
spirit out to the Jesuit novitiate at Florissant, a few miles from 
St. Louis, and showed the process by which a Jesuit is made. 
He instanced De Smet, McErlane, Ponziglione, Conway, and 
Stanton as showing that the present era was not devoid of men 
who might be placed beside the giants of the earlier date in their 
steadfast adherence to the imitation of the sacrifices of the 
savior of the world for the sake of their brother men. 

‘“‘Three elections in Missouri, August, 1860 — February, 
1861’’ was the title of a paper read by Mr. Jonas Viles, of the 
University of Missouri. This paper is a study of the state and 
national campaigns and elections of 1860 in Missouri, as evi- 
dences of public opinion on the sectional issues and as giving 
some indication of what Missouri would have done in 1861 had 
it been allowed freedom of choice. The conclusions are, first, 
that the issue of party loyalty and regularity among the demo- 
crats and the weakness of the constitutional-union gubernatorial 
candidate made rather inconclusive the victory of C. L. Jackson, 
a nominal supporter of Douglas, in the state campaign. Second, 
that, while the sectional issues were fairly joined in the presi- 
dential campaign and the moderates — the supporters of Doug- 
las and Bell — had an overwhelming majority, there were two 
aggressive and radical minority groups, and as yet no real ex- 
pression of public opinion as to Missouri’s action if the issue of 
secession were actually joined. 

At the conclusion of the formal papers, Dr. Henry M. Whelp- 
ley, archaeologist of the Missouri historical society, gave an 
illustrated lecture on ‘‘The mounds of the ‘Mound City.’’’ In- 
teresting and rare pictures were shown of the mounds which 
formerly existed in what is now the city of St. Louis, of the 
archaeological specimens secured from them, and of the stages 
in the leveling of these mounds to make way for the city’s ad- 
vance. 

The final session of the meeting was held Saturday morning, 
May 10, at Washington university. The general topic for this 
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session was after-the-war reorganization of history. Mr. R. M. 
Tryon, of the University of Chicago, presided at this meeting. 
The first paper was read by Mr. W. C. Reavis, superintendent 
of schools of Alton, Illinois, on ‘‘After-the-war reorganization 
of history in the elementary school.’’ Laying down the broad 
principles on which elementary schools should be conducted, Mr. 
Reavis stated the objectives for each of the grades, indicated the 
choice of materials through which these objectives might best be 
realized, and suggested the most suitable methods for the dif- 
ferent grades. 

In a paper dealing with ‘‘The effect of the war on high school 
instruction,’’ Mr. J. R. H. Moore, of the Charles EK. Emmerich 
high school, Indianapolis, Indiana, emphasized the importance 
first, of understanding the world war; second, of current events; 


third, of keeping up enthusiasm. The results, he said, would be 


harder work, higher grades, and higher enterprise. 
The third paper of the session was read by Mr. E. M. Violette, 


~ of the First district normal school, Kirksville, Missouri, on 





‘¢ After-the-war reorganization of history in the normal school.’’ 
In this paper Mr. Violette pointed out that inasmuch as the 
normal school is in the business of preparing teachers for all 
~ grades of work from the kindergarten to the high school in- 
~ clusive, it shapes its courses of study so as to produce the kind 
_ of teachers that are wanted in these schools. There has been a 
shifting of interest in the field of history from the more remote 
to the more recent periods. This has been due to the great de- 
mand that history should be made to explain the present. The 
great war has played its part in this shifting of interest. The 
normal school must take into account this change and shape its 
course in history accordingly. Hence it should give special 
courses in the history of recent times and rearrange its general 
or introductory courses in history so as to put emphasis on the 
~ more recent periods. The introductory courses should be pref- 
~ aced with some considerable study of the conditions that prevail 
at the present time so that students may become acquainted in 
advance with the goal towards which their historical study is 
supposed to be directed. Moreover, great care should be exer- 
» cised by the instructor in selecting those topics that will lead 
> directly to this goal. If this is not done the students may lose 
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sight of the end towards which their study is intended to lead 
them. The conditions produced by the great war and the causes 
of that war are the great objects of historical study today. But 
history teachers should not make that the only object of his- 
torical instruction. 

The fourth paper, ‘‘Reconstructed courses in history in the 
colleges,’’ was read by Mr. R. B. Way of Beloit college. Most im- 
portant, Mr. Way maintained, was the reorganization of the basic 
introductory courses. There should also be an acknowledgment 
that hereafter college subjects should not be taught so rigidly in 
closed compartments. A truly educated man, it was pointed out, 
can be secured by a training which enforces a codrdination of 
the results heretofore scattered throughout the literature of 
anthropology, history, political science, philosophy, philology, 
education, geography, economics, psychology, biology, and other 
studies. Mr. Way argued further that every one should know 
that the three fundamental contributions from the experiences 
of men are those of ethics, or the doctrine of conduct and ser- 
vice; second, economies, or the doctrine of gainful occupation; 
and third, political science, or the doctrine of necessary recon- 
ciliation between the first two in order that men may live to- 
gether in harmony and helpfulness. A correlated course made 
up of matter from the different fields is therefore required. 
Methods should be so changed as to permit more discussions by 
the student and investigation of definite problems in the manner 
of work in a science laboratory. Two consecutive laboratory 
hours for the conduct of this work in the basic courses should 
be given. Eventually working laboratories for the social sci- 
ences should be furnished in the college libraries. 

In the discussion that followed, Mr. G. S. Counts, of Harris 
teachers’ college, St. Louis, spoke on the teaching of history in 
the normal school. Mr. Counts pointed out that the object of 
education was to modify human behavior in the light of human 
needs. The great tasks of this and succeeding generations are 
the abolition of war, prejudices, class and race antagonisms, 
political corruption, poverty, ignorance, disease, and the build- 
ing up of a truly democratic social organization. In a word, we 
must learn how to live together. In answer to the question, what 
should history do in the realization of this purpose, Mr. Counts 
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stated that it should do four very important things. First, it 
should give to each student an appreciation of the past, a feeling 
of obligation towards those individuals who in the past have 
struggled to produce our great social inheritance. Second, it 
should give to each student a progressive attitude and a will to 
carry forward the work so well begun by past generations. 
Third, it should give to each student a broad social conscious- 
ness, make him rise above narrow class and race prejudice, and 
feel membership in the human race. And fourth, it should give 
to each student a clear understanding of those great social and 
political issues which are to be fought out in the immediate 
future. 

In order to accomplish these aims two things are necessary. 
First, provision must be made for a general survey of human 
progress so that the student may see the various phases of hu- 
man history and accomplishment in proper perspective. Such a 
course would include facts from biology, anthropology, and the 
several social sciences, and would make clear to the student the 
mighty struggle that man has successfully waged with nature 
and with himself. Second, those phases of recent European and 
American history which throw light upon the great issues of this 
and the next generation should receive the closest attention. 
That is, the student should be made intelligent about the prob- 
lems of his time so that he may aid in their solution. 

Mr. C. B. Coleman, of Butler college, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
in his discussion of Mr. Way’s paper agreed in the main with the 
position taken in the paper, but expressed doubt whether the 
combined introductory course of history, economies, politics, and 
philosophy might not dilute all of those subjects so as to breed 
dilettantism. He decried the excessively modern spirit which 
seeks to put emphasis entirely upon contemporary events and 
to exclude from historical courses everything not immediately 
related to them. He advocated more extensive use of small con- 
ferences and laboratory methods. 

At the conclusion of the session a luncheon was tendered the 
members of the association by Washington university. Mr. 
Roland G. Usher gave a most hearty welcome to the guests, after 
which the business meeting was held. 

After the business meeting the members of the association 
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were taken on an automobile tour of the city and its suburbs. 
This was followed by an interurban trip to the Cahokia mounds, 
across the river in Illinois. Dr. Whelpley, of the Missouri his- 
torical society, was the conductor of this interesting excursion. 


Cuar.es W. Hackett 


University or TExas 
Austin, TExas 
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MINUTES OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED AT THE 
TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING 


The twelfth annual meeting of the Mississippi valley historical 
association was called to order at 10 a.m., May 8, 1919, in the 
auditorium of the Missouri historical society, St. Louis, Harlow 
Lindley, president, presiding. 

Mr. Lindley appointed as the committee on resolutions: Mel- 
vin J. White, chairman, Margaret Mitchell, and William E. Con- 
nelley; and as the auditing committee: Arthur H. Davidson, 
chairman, and J. R. H. Moore. 

The program during the three days’ sessions was carried out 
as planned by the program committee with four exceptions: 
Milo M. Quaife, Archibald Henderson, Clarence W. Alvord, and 
William Beer were unable to be present. 

The business session was held immediately after lunch on Sat- 
urday, May 10, in McMillan hall of Washington university, Mr. 
Lindley presiding. The report of the secretary-treasurer was 
read and approved. The auditing committee, Arthur H. Davi- 
son, chairman, offered the following report and moved its adop- 
tion; the motion was carried. 

Your committee appointed to audit the books and accounts of the asso- 
ciation for the year ending with this annual meeting beg to submit the 
following report: 

That the accounts for the year April 30th, 1918, to April 30th, 1919, 
have been audited by Wiggins-Babcock company, public accountants of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, in conformity with the authority and resolution 
adopted by this association at its meeting of April, 1917: that said report 
has been examined by your committee and seems to be complete and ade- 
quate as required by the above referred to resolution. 

Wherefore, we recommend that the accounts for the year be approved. 

The report shows that the cash balance May Ist, 1919, is the sum of 
$1,363.89 as against the corresponding balance of $685.27 of May Ist, 
1918. The improved financial condition should be very satisfactory, en- 
titling the administration of the secretary-treasurer to full approval. 


William E. Connelley, acting chairman of the nominating com- 
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mittee, presented the following names as officers of the associa- 
tion for the year 1919-1920 and moved the adoption of his report, 
which motion was seconded and earried. The rules were sus- 
pended and the secretary instructed to cast the ballot for the 
officers named. 

For president — Milo M. Quaife. 

For secretary-treasurer — Mrs. Clarence 8S. Paine. 

For members of the executive committee for three years — Charles W. 
Ramsdell, Royal B. Way, Solon J. Buck. 

For members of the executive committee of the teachers’ section for 
three years — Eugene M. Violette, Miss Frances Morehouse. 

For members of the board of editors for three years — James F. Wil- 
lard, Archibald Henderson, Arthur G. Doughty. 

Mr. Tryon moved that a committee be appointed to confer with 
a committee from the American historical association and the 
National board for historical service with a view to forming a 
federation of history teachers’ associations. The motion was 
referred to the executive committee. 

M. J. White, chairman of the resolutions committee, presented 
the following report, which was unanimously accepted: 


We, your committee on resolutions, on behalf of the Mississippi valley 
historical association, in attendance at the twelfth annual meeting, beg 
to present the following: 

Resolved, That we express our appreciation to the Missouri historical 
society, to the Catholic historical society, to Washington university, to 
St. Louis university, to the City club of St. Louis, to the Convention 
and publicity bureau of St. Louis, and especially to Judge Walter B. 
Douglas, to John H. Gundlach, and to Chauncey 8. Boucher of the local 
arrangements committee, for the numerous courtesies experienced during 
our attendance, and to Herbert A. Kellar and the members of the pro- 
gram committee for the most excellent and successful program. 

Resolved, That we commend the state and local historical societies 
and the various war records commissions and other similar bodies 
throughout the valley for the excellent work they have already initiated 
in collecting materials relating to the great world war and urge the con- 
tinuation and extension of such work, wherever possible, in order to pro- 
vide in fullest measure for the needs of future historians. 

Resolved, That, as an association, we urge upon school boards, and 
school officials generally, that more adequate compensation be given to 
the teaching profession in order that teachers of history may avail them- 
selves of the privilege of membership in this and similar professional 
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organizations, and of the inspiration offered by periodical conventions. 
Resolved, That we urge upon the executive committee the appoint- 
ment of representatives to the Raleigh ter-centennial and that we sug- 
gest the names of O. G. Libby, James E. Walmsley, and Archibald Hen- 
derson as representatives. 
The business session was then adjourned. 


The executive committee met at 1:30 p.m. in the Jefferson Me- 
morial, May 8. There were present: EK. M. Violette, chairman, 
Harlow Lindley, Isaac J. Cox, James A. James, William E. Con- 
nelley, C. 8S. Boucher, O. G. Libby, and the secretary; also, by 
invitation, S. J. Buck of the board of editors. 

Informal reports were offered by the secretary of the work of 
standing committees. The report of Mr. Sanford, chairman of 
the committee on the teaching of state history in high schools, 
was accepted and the committee discharged. It was suggested 
that the work of this committee be reorganized to meet present 
day needs and that E. M. Violette be appointed chairman for the 
coming year. 

After hearing the report of Dan E. Clark, chairman of the 
committee on administration of state historical societies, it was 
agreed that this committee should hereafter be known as the 
committee on the administration of state historical activities. 

The LaSalle memorial committee reported no work done. It 
was decided to enlarge this committee and to urge that a prelim- 
inary report be made at Cleveland in December regarding a 
practical plan for erecting the memorial. 

The committee on marking historic sites is to have a wider 
field of activity the coming year and is to be known as the com- 
mittee on the erection of memorials and marking of historic 
sites. An effort will be made to secure a report from every state 
in the valley. 

Mr. James moved that the committee on state historical mu- 
seums be known as the committee on public museums and that 
the present committee on historical museums in educational in- 
stitutions be continued another year with E. C. Page, chairman. 
This motion was seconded and carried. 

The committee on standardizing library work and library 
equipment in secondary schools, Howard C. Hill, chairman, was 
continued. Mr. Cox moved that in view of the financial condi- 
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tion of the association no appropriations be made for committee 
work. The motion was seconded by Mr. James and carried. 

Mr. Connelley moved that the finance committee approve an 
increase of twenty per cent to be allowed the Torch press for 
printing the Review and Procrepines for one year; the motion 
was seconded by C. S. Boucher and carried. 

Mr. Lindley presented a request from the chairman of the pro- 
gram committee of the American historical association asking 
this association to arrange for a joint session in December at 
Cleveland, Ohio. Isaac J. Cox was appointed to represent the 
Mississippi valley association. The executive committee then 
adjourned. 

The executive committee met again on May 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
Those present were: E. M. Violette, Harlow Lindley, W. E. Con- 
nelley, O. G. Libby, C. S. Boucher, James A. James, and the 
secretary. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
approved. After hearing an informal report from the secre- 
tary-treasurer it was agreed to continue the guaranty fund. 
The committee then adjourned. 

A meeting of the executive committee was called immediately 
following the close of the business session. Present, Messrs. 
Connelley, Buck, Ramsdell, Way, Boucher, Lindley, Pelzer, 
Libby, and Mrs. Paine. W. E. Connelley was made temporary 
chairman. Isaac J. Cox was elected chairman of the executive 
committee for the coming year. Mr. Pelzer moved that the in- 
vitation to meet in Greencastle, Indiana, in 1920 be accepted. 
Carried by a unanimous vote. 

James EK. Walmsley, Archibald Henderson, and O. G. Libby 
were appointed to represent this association at the Raleigh ter- 
centennial. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Cuara S. Paring, Secretary 


The aforegoing minutes were submitted by mail to the mem- 
bers of the executive committee and approved. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 
(Arar 30, 1918, ro Apri 30, 1919) 


The programs for the mid-year session of the association at 
Cleveland, Ohio, in connection with the annual meeting of the 
American historical association had been printed and distributed 
when the meeting was canceled on account of the influenza epi- 
demic. The executive committee has therefore had no meeting 
since May, 1918, although the usual business has been conducted 
by correspondence. 

The minutes of the business transacted in St. Paul were sub- 
mitted by mail to each member of the executive committee and 
received unanimous approval. <A budget estimating expenses 
for the year 1918-1919 was also approved as follows: 


Printing Procrrprnes, 1916-1917 and 1917-1918, 





and Review . : ‘ . $2,000 
Postage and express . , : ; ; / 175 
Clerical allowance . ‘ ‘ , : ; : 520 
Expense editorial office . : . . , ‘| 450 
Miscellaneous printing . : ; : ‘ P 125 
Office supplies . ; ; ‘ . ; ; ‘ 25 
Furniture and fixtures . . . ' , : 10 
Traveling expense . ; ; . ; ; ; 100 
Freight and drayage , , ‘ ; ‘ , 15 

Total . , " , ; : " ; . $3,420 


Expenditures have totaled somewhat less than the estimate 
principally because the cost of the forthcoming volume of Pro- 
CEEDINGS is not included. Volume 9, part 3, is now in the press 
and about to be distributed. 

The invitation of the Missouri historical society and Wash- 
ington university to meet in St. Louis was accepted at St. Paul. 
The president appointed the program committee as follows: 
Herbert A. Kellar, chairman, Arthur C. Cole, Solon J. Buck, 
Chauncey S. Boucher, and Rolla M. Tryon. The committee is to 
be congratulated upon the excellent program they have pre- 
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pared. The association is indebted to Mr. Kellar for printing 
and distributing the programs. 

The president appointed a nominating committee consisting 
of James A. James, chairman, William E. Connelley, and Homer 
C. Hockett. 

John H. Gundlach of St. Louis was named chairman of the 
local committee on arrangements, assisted by W. K. Bixby, A. E. 
Bostwick, Chauncey 8S. Boucher, Reverend Martin S. Brennan, 
M. E. Branom, Paul W. Brown, David I. Bushnell, James A. 
Carr, W. H. Chenery, Walter B. Douglas, Breckinridge Jones, 
Miss Mary J. Klem, Stratford L. Morton, Reverend John Roth- 
ensteiner, F. A. Thornton, Roland G. Usher, Dr. Henry M. 
Whelpley, John M. Wulfing. 

On account of the war the work of the standing committees has 
not been up to normal. There has been a general lack of interest 
in any work not directly connected with the war and a reorgan- 
ization of standing committees should be effected, perhaps new 
committees appointed more in touch with the present needs in 
educational lines. 

The following reports from the chairmen of the various com- 
mittees have been received. 

The committee to consider the teaching of state history in high 
schools, Albert H. Sanford, chairman, reports: 

At the May meeting of the Mississippi valley historical association 
(1918) provision was made for a new committee to consider the teaching 
of state history in high schools, there having been two previous com- 
mittees upon this subject, neither of which had made a report. 

For the year 1916-1917 the committee was composed as follows: W. H. 
Shephard, chairman, Minneapolis; B. S. Asquith, Council Bluffs, Lowa; 
L. A. Fulwider, Freeport, Illinois, and William R. Tuttle, Chicago. 
This committee sent out a questionnaire covering the courses in history in 
high schools and asking specifically these points: 

1. Have you ever had a course in state history in the high school? 

2. In your opinion can state history be taught to advantage in the 
high school? 

3. If so, should it be a separate course or a part of the course in 
American history ? 

They had replies from the department of education in thirty-two states, 
and from history teachers in thirty high schools situated chiefly in Iowa, 
Minnesota, Illinois, and Wisconsin. 
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Under question 1, as above stated, only two or three high schools 
answered yes. 

Under question 2, the answers from departments of education were: 
yes, 21, no, 3; from high school teachers: yes, 27, no, 4. 

Under question 3, the answers from departments of education were: 
separate course, 4; part of American history, 23. 

Mr. Shephard has loaned to the present committee the material from 
which these data are drawn and he should have credit for their compila- 
tion. He was unable te carry the matter farther or to draw up a final 
report owing to protracted sickness in his family. 

For the year 1917-1918 the committee was: Carl E. Pray, chairman, 
F. H. Hodder, D. C. Shilling, R. G. Wellington. This committee did 
not work and made no report. 

The committee for the present year made no further investigations, 
considering that the data as far as gathered were sufficient, in view of the 
circumstanees set forth below. 

The recommendations of the committee are as follows: 

(1) That no action be taken by the association at this time in connec- 
tion with the teaching of state history in high schools, for the following 
reasons: first, there is a lack of interest in this subject on the part of the 
teachers, partly because the war has brought to their attention much 
more pressing and important topics; and second, the new problems of 
the present will for some time continue to absorb the attention and 
energy of history teachers. 

(2) That the data collected by the first committee should be offered 
to the committee on history and edueation for citizenship in the schools 
(a joint committee representing the American historical association, the 
National board for historical service, and the National educational asso- 
ciation) for the reason that the question of state history should be judged 
in the light of the large problems of courses and emphasis that are being 
re-studied in the light of the new duties which the citizens and the schools 
are now facing. 

Dan E. Clark, chairman of the committee on the administra- 
tion of state historical societies, was sent to Camp Lewis, Wash- 
ington, as associate field director of the northwestern division of 
the American Red Cross, and has not been able to give any atten- 
tion to historical work. He feels, however, that the informal 
conferences of superintendents of historical societies which are 
held periodically could well handle any problems which might 
arise. The future of this committee should depend on whether, 
in the opinion of the association, there is any real need for it. 
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William O. Hart, chairman of the LaSalle memorial commit- 
tee, has been discouraged because it has not been possible to 
make any progress and says that he thinks ‘‘someone better 
fitted to do the work should be appointed chairman and that the 
committee should be from the populous and rich states of the 
Central West. Louisiana is too poor to do much toward the 
building of monuments; twenty-five years were required to build 
the Beauregard monument and not until 1918 did Louisiana ap- 
propriate money to build a monument to confederate soldiers in 
the Vicksburg Park, covering over twenty years of work in that 
regard.’’ 

William E. Connelley, chairman of the committee on the mark- 
ing of historic sites, states that the war engrossed the attention 
of everybody and he has no report to make at this time. 

Howard C. Hill, chairman of the committee on standardizing 
library work and library equipment in secondary schools, re- 
ported as follows: 

The committee on standardizing library equipment in high schools was 
delayed in completing its membership and organization until the latter 
part of 1918. After extensive correspondence we succeeded in outlining 
and delimiting our work. We are now gathering information concern- 
ing the reading high school pupils are doing in American and modern 
history, its character and amount, and the methods employed in testing 
it. This survey also includes the ascertainment of the text and source 
books in use, books in school libraries available for collateral reading, 
money expended each year by high schools for history reference books, 
methods employed in the selection of such books, and the books teachers 
and pupils find most useful and most interesting. On the basis of the 
information so received the committee hopes to prepare lists of the best 
books for high school use in both American and modern European his- 
tory for, first, intensive reading (study or information) and, second, 
extensive reading (reading for atmosphere or enjoyment, or reading as 
distinguished from study). We also expect to formulate, on the basis 
of the survey, a descriptive statement of the kind of historical reading 
matter which is suitable for high school pupils. In the last place, we 
plan to give some practical suggestions on the specific objectives in his- 
tory teaching which can be secured only by the use of the library, the 
best methods of handling collateral reading, the amount to be done, and 
practical ways for testing or checking it. The committee reports prog- 
ress and asks to be continued. Some appropriation, say $30, for postage 
and stenographiec help should be made by the association. 
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Edward Carlton Page, chairman of the committee on the man- 
agement of state historical museums, reconstituted as a commit- 
tee on museums of history in state normal schools, reported as 
follows: 

A considerable delay was experienced in reorganization of the com- 
mittee. Later, other unavoidable delays occurred. As a result, the in- 
vestigations of the committee have not been accomplished. Tentative 
plans have been formulated, however, and are as follows: 

It is proposed to inquire as to what normal schools have anything in 
the shape of a museum of history. From those that have, we wish to 
ascertain how extensive is the collection, expressed in an approximate 
estimate of the number of separate objects in the museum. We shall 
also wish to know the general character of the collection (American 
history, European history, pioneer relics, souvenirs, and so forth). An 
enumeration of a few of the rarer specimens is desirable. 

It is designed to ascertain facts as to the installation of the collections. 
Are they in a separate room wholly devoted to the museum? Are they 
in cases in the history recitation rooms? Or are they in corridors? If 
in a separate room is there a good light? Are the articles too crowded 
together to be seen well? Are they instructively labeled? 

It will be desirable to know how the museum material has been ac- 
quired, whether by gift, loan, or purchase. Does the school maintain a 
museum fund ? 

We ought especially to ascertain the amount of actual use to which the 
museums are put. In the first place, how accessible are the museum ex- 
hibits for observation by the school and by the general public? Most im- 
portant of all will it be to know how extensively the museum material is 
actually used in the recitation rooms of the normal school and of its 
training schools. Are other schools of the vicinity allowed or encour- 
aged to take out and use museum specimens? Is the use of museum 
material extended to societies and other organizations outside of the 
normal school? Are special exhibits of an educative nature arranged 
from time to time? 

How much publicity is given to the museum — to extend its usefulness, 
to induce gifts of specimens ? 

In response to all these questions, as specific and precise answers as 
are convenient are desired. 

If the association should desire a completion of this investigation, the 
committee should be continued with power to add to its membership, if 
desirable. A final report ought to be possible by Christmas or before the 
next meeting of the association at latest. 

The membership committee, of which the secretary is chair- 
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man, has made no widespread campaign for members, feeling 
that the cost of printed matter and postage was prohibitive and 
that returns would be small in proportion to the amount expend- 
ed on account of the high cost of living. No opportunity has been 
neglected, however, to secure members and a total of forty- 
seven have been enrolled. Mr. George N. Fuller, secretary of 
the Michigan historical commission, sent out one hundred letters 
in behalf of this association with good results. Several thou- 
sand names of students and teachers and others interested in 
history have been secured which can be used to good advantage 
after July 1. 

Thirty-four members have been dropped by cancellation or 
for non-payment of dues since the last report. It is a matter of 
regret that the salaries of teachers are not adequate to permit all 
who would benefit by membership in this association to avail 
themselves of the privilege. The increased cost of traveling has 
also prevented many from attending the annual meetings. 

The following members have died: Albert Hayden Chatfield, 
Cincinnati; John Waterbury Clinton, Polo, Illinois; William 
Kernan Dart, New Orleans; Archbishop John Ireland, St. Paul; 
Dr. Francis 8. Houghteling, Sewanee, Tennessee; Charles T. 
Soniat, New Orleans; Edwin O. Wood, New York. 

W. W. Sweet of DePauw university has extended an invita- 
tion on behalf of that institution to meet in Greencastle, Indiana, 
in 1920. 

Attached hereto is a statement prepared by a certified public 
accountant showing the financial condition of the association for 
the year April 30, 1918, to April 30, 1919. — 

Your confidence and support during the trying and victorious 
times of the past year are deeply appreciated by all the officers 
of this association, especially by the secretary-treasurer. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
April 30, 1918 — April 30, 1919 


Receipts 


Cash receipts May 1, 1918, to April 30, 1919: 
Individual membership fees . : 7 ‘ $ 838.90 


Library membership fees ‘ ' ; ; 877.50 
Sustaining and life membership fees. , 295.00 
Guarantee for printing publications . ‘ 1,200.00 
Advertising P ‘ ; ‘ ; ‘ 71.50 
Book sales. : ‘ ‘ 241.45 
Exchange and ntessianatie vecsigte ; ; .65 
Interest on bank deposits , ; ‘ ; 8.03 
Dues of new members . ‘ ; ‘ ; 140.00 
Total receipts for year : $3,673.03 
Balance from previous report, see 30, 
1918 : . : ° : ‘ ; 685.27 
Total cash . . , : ‘ ; ' $4,358.30 
Disbursements 
Publications . ‘ J . ‘ , , $1,601.45 
Clerical salaries. , ‘ ; ‘ ; 530.00 
Editorial expense . ‘ ‘ ‘ , ‘ 413.00 
Postage and express. ‘ , ‘ , 127.39 
Miscellaneous printing . . ‘ ‘ ; 44.25 
Office supplies ‘ ‘ ‘ ; , . 38.70 
Traveling expenses . , , ‘ ‘ ‘ 40.07 
Freight and drayage . , , : 23.33 
Commission on books and new eenines . ; 176.22 
Total disbursements . , , , ; $2,994.41 
Balance April 30, 1919 ; ; ‘ $1,363.89 
Cash in National Bank of ges: —_ 1, 
1919 ; ‘ ' ; ie $1,368.64 
Less check No. 184 seteteniing . ‘ ; . 4.75 
Balance , ‘ . ; $1,363.89 


Riese seein: May 6, 1919. 


This is to certify that we have audited the accounts of Clara 8. Paine, secretary- 
treasurer of the Mississippi valley historical association, for the year ending April 
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30, 1919, and that the foregoing is a correct statement of the receipts and disburse- 
ments for the period. 

The receipts have been verified by checking, item by item, a duplicate copy of the 
receipts retained by the secretary, while an approved voucher has been presented for 
each item of disbursement, and the balance on hand has been verified by the state- 
ment of the National Bank of Commerce, of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Wiaeeins-Bascock CoMPaANy, Public Accountants 
By H. 8. Wiaeins, C. P. A. 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, May 6, 1919 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ciara 8. Parnes, Secretary-Treasurer 





FOLLOWING THE WESTWARD STAR 


‘‘F'rom Hell Gate to Gold Gate 
And the Sabbath unbroken: 
A sweep continental, 
And the Saxon yet spoken!’’ 






















Thus sang Benjamin Taylor, fifty years ago, in a flush of en- 
thusiasm evoked by a railway journey to the Pacific coast. 
Nowadays, the traveler performs this miracle unmoved. But 
my theme is of slower transportation, in days preceding the rail- 
roads and when the Pullman was an undreamed dream. 

At the dawn of the last century, a forebear of mine, Caleb 
Jenks, armed with compass and axe, and protected by a body- 
guard consisting of his wife and five small children, threw off 
the cramping limitations of Rhode Island and struck out for the 
boundless west. The journey thus commenced required thirty- 
four years and two generations of pilgrims for its completion. 
A thirteen-year-old lad in the family which had made the first 
stage, three and a half decades later led his own wife and seven 
children along the toilsome reaches of the second stage. 

The flight began at the Atlantic ocean in 1802 and gained its 
grand objective — the Mississippi valley — in 1836. Of course, 
the journey was not unbroken. Occasional halts were made by 
streams and under sheltering oaks. Incidentally, the caravan 
rested for a third of a century at an oasis in Pennsylvania. Yet 
the pilgrimage was but one, and had but a single goal. 

For one hundred and fifty years the sturdy leader of this car- 
avan and his progenitors had fought religious restraint, finan- 
cial fetters, and the agricultural limitations of ‘‘little Rhody.’’ 
As Goethe longed for more light, they prayed for more room. 
The hegira from the east to the west has always been a protest 
against restrictions of thought and action, against the shackles 
of convention; and the greater the longitude west of Greenwich, 
the weaker the power of precedent. This is true in the realm of 
art, religion, science, politics — or table manners. By the time 
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the Rockies are passed, conventions are so completely aban- 
doned that instant condemnation awaits everything that bases 
its raison d’étre upon the fact that it has always been. Con- 
versely, throughout all history, those who emigrate towards the 
rising sun have always traveled the road of repression, — of 
moral, intellectual, and religious retrogression. 

Caleb Jenks had been a merchant in Rhode Island and, under 
the ingenuous financial system then in vogue, issued notes of 
credit, payable in merchandise at his store. Across the margin 
of the script was this limping declaration of independence: 

‘‘Free as the rolling tide I wish to see 

Commerce unfettered — from restriction free, 

Over all the wide world round 

Let useless placemen till the ground.’’ 
Most of his customers, taking their cue from this verse, threw 
off the fetters of their unpaid accounts and left Caleb a tiller of 
the ground only, with nothing in his till. Next the town collector 
spread his wings and became ‘‘free as the rolling tide,’’ aban- 
doning Caleb, his bondsman, to settle with the village. It was 
evident that things were getting too conventional. After paying 
the collector’s deficit, he still had, by way of wings, a sleigh and 
two horses. In this crude conveyance, in the dead of winter, he 
stowed his wife and five children, his household penates, and a 
jug of grog, and started in pursuit of the ‘‘westward star.’’ He 
was a surveyor among other things. Besides, back in Provi- 
dence, he had kept what he called a navigation school. His 
knowledge of these sciences must now have stood him in good 
stead. He must have steered his course among the snowdrifts 
of the Berkshires and the Catskills by dead reckoning. Can you 
imagine the desolation of ice-bound Massachusetts and New 
York in midwinter 1802? Highways there were none. The axe 
and the shovel were in constant use. Taverns and farmhouses 
were far apart. The consequences of losing the way were ghast- 
ly. Yet this brave pioneer and his dauntless wife, inured as they 
were to the privations of New England life of that day, accepted 
the hardships and dangers of that bleak journey without com- 
plaint and without comment. 

Like a true navigator, he kept a log of the voyage, which kind 
fate has preserved to this day. It is on ordinary wrapping 
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paper, stitched into a book by the deft hand of his wife. Its 
style is sketchy and elliptical, yet one can read between its 
blotted and half obliterated lines a story of splendid courage, of 
dauntless determination, of indomitable energy, of infinite re- 
sourcefulness. 

This was the type of men and women who had the brain and 
brawn to conquer the west and to transfer to the far-flung 
prairies of the Mississippi valley the spirit of Plymouth and 
Valley Forge. All honor to the colonists who planted the banner 
of principle upon the storm-beaten shores of New England. 
They were practical idealists. They trusted in God and kept 
their powder dry. The spirit which inspired them made them 
the logical progenitors of those who at Verdun, Chateau Thierry, 
and Belleau Wood fought the battle of freedom, and lay down 
their lives that men whose faces they knew not, of nations with 
whom they had no affinity of blood, might live their lives in inde- 
pendent pursuit of happiness. The altruistic inspiration of the 
late world-wide war for democracy is but the flowering of the 
spirit which shone through the darkness of New England. It is 
one with the light which illumined the way to Bethlehem. 

The log book of the stormy voyage of the bobsleigh names 
Massachusetts towns of significant interest today. It reads: 
‘*1802, Feb. 6, Being on Saturday towards night. Set out for 
Charleton. Stayed at Joshua Jenks . . . Sunday. Came to 
Dudley in the evening. Expenses for vittles, drink, lodgings 
and snuff 2/1. Brother Nathan Brown bargained for my Charl- 
ton mare. 4.4.0.’? Here he stocked up, not forgetting snuff and 
grog. ‘Brookfield meeting house, South Parish,’’ where the 
chronicle says, ‘‘the snow now falls fast. Livy ailing.’’ It 
may be mentioned in passing that Livy (Livingston, not a name- 
sake of the Roman historian) recovered, and in the course of 
years became the father of ten children who were all past fifty 
before the ranks were broken. 

The curtain which divides us from the scenes of that memo- 
rable migration is pierced only here and there. But we do get 
occasional illuminating glimpses. There is this entry in the log: 
‘‘Albany. Only the grace of God saved us today from drowning 
in the Hudson river when crossing on the weak ice. There was 
no break, but when nearing the shore the ice for acres began to 











o2 Chancellor Jenks M. V.HLA. 


sink slowly under our weight. The swift water crept over the 
surface rapidly. Before we knew what was happening the water 
was up to our hubs. I hurried the struggling horses and reached 
the shore in safety. As we rested the tired horses we saw the 
whole field of ice slowly rise again and the water disappeared. 
Tonight I read the 91st Psalm to Nabby and the children.”’ 

A few tattered pages on we find this illuminating note: 
‘‘Scholiarie. Nabby paid for brandy to treat Deacon Lamb and 
Deacon Brook, three glasses, 9 pence. [Note there were three 
glasses]. . . Sold my hoe for 6/6 for want of money. 
Paid for 1 pint of rum 9 pence.’’ No comment is necessary. 
The course my progenitor followed showed him to be a faithful 
student of the scripture which reads: ‘‘Ho, every one that 
thirsteth.’’ 

Think not that this doughty pioneer was a bottle-nosed round- 
er. His potations were in conformity with the universal custom 
of his day. He was a devout and humble Christian. Hear this 
simple record of gratitude: ‘‘Cobus Kill, Feb. 28, 1802. This 
day Nabby [his wife] fell under the ice when the sleigh broke 
thru. I cut the ice ten feet down stream, and drew her out. 
Made fire and warmed her. Then called the children about us 
and we all knelt in the snow and gave thanks to God. Cobus 
Kill. Good name for this place.’’ . 

By March 2—Zin four weeks’ time—they reached the Sus- 
quehanna. The homes of relatives and friends seem to have 
dotted the trail all the way to Pennsylvania, indicating that com- 
munities were then in the process of making the same toilsome 
journey, and resting on the way. 

From time to time the sleigh was fitted to wheels as the 
weather grew warmer. To quote again: ‘‘Churches Ferry. Went 
on with wheels, but one failed. Left the wheels all night at the 
bridge. Dragged sleigh. Muddy. All walked but Jonny and 
Charlie except now and then Ramsey —very poorly. Nabbie 
carried gun for fear of Indians. Saw none, for which thank 
God. Pd. Reuben Rowlandson 1 shilling for his son Billy fetch- 
ing the wheels. For treating Reuben 2 glasses grog six pence. 
N. B. Remember Reuben next time. March 7, being Sunday, 
stayed at Rufus Fancher’s Inn. 1 pt. brandy at different times, 
1 shilling. Was poorly. Read Psalm 35. Mother very busy all 
day.’’ 
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Finally they arrived at their destination in Pennsylvania. 
They gave to the place its present name, Warren Center, from 
the town in Massachusetts which was ‘‘Nabby’s’’ birthplace. 
The record of their lives for thirty-four years in this sparsely 
settled farming district we may not linger to read. Theirs were 
‘‘the short and simple annals of the poor.’’ The little com- 
munity which clustered around the single store and church slow- 
ly grew, and then slowly died out. The eyes of a new generation 
began to turn again to the unexplored regions beyond. Adven- 
turous friends and relatives had from time to time waved brave 
farewells as they set out for new homes nearer the westward 
star. Letters came back telling of the boundless fertile prairies 
stretching on either side of the Mississippi. Rumors of the suc- 
cess of those who had gone spurred the imagination of those left 
behind. Finally there was a great exodus. Almost the whole 
town detached itself from its moorings and floated out toward 
the mysteriously fascinating west, and on the crest of this west- 
ward-moving wave rode the family of Livingston Jenks. 

Twelve years ago I visited this spot in Pennsylvania where 
the west-bound caravan had made its long halt. Nothing lovelier 
can be imagined than its soft low hills sheltering winding valleys 
along which crept tiny brooks. It could not have looked other- 
wise when Caleb’s family first saw it in 1802. A century of de- 
velopment had left it unchanged. It had served its purpose as a 
resting place for the pilgrim. 

I am so fortunate as to have the log of the second stage of the 
family migration. Livingston’s style is more connected than 
that of his father, and he wrote in an age when spelling had set- 
tled down more into a science. The orthography of this account 
lacks the originality and variety of the earlier chronicle. It be- 
gins several days after the journey was undertaken. 

Oct. 15th, 1836. On board the Canal Boat ‘‘Emily’’ going from 
Cleveland to Cincinnati. This is the first time I have been able to write 
in my journal. I intend to put down in this book the various incidents 
of our long voyage, with such observations as may occur to me. Thirty- 
four years ago my father kept such an account of his moving from Rhode 
Island to Pennsylvania. Perhaps my children and grandchildren and 
their grandchildren may be interested to read these lines, altho books 
are made so poorly now-a-days that this may not last very long. 
October 3rd we left Warren toward night. Alf. Allen and Mr. Bur- 
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bank drove us to Owego in their wagons, for which I paid each of them 
$2.00. In the wagons besides our household goods, were my wife Sally, 
and myself and our children, Sarah, Nancy, Oliver, Chancellor, John, 
Morgan and Charlie. [Of these children the eldest was fourteen and the 
youngest two and one-half. I might mention in passing that the stork 
hovered over the family during the journey and alighted soon after the 
destination was reached in Illinois.] From Owego we traveled grandly 
to Ithaca on the new railroad — the horses fell many times, and we were 
delayed by the necessity of resting them frequently. We embarked on 
Cayuga Lake for Montezuma, but a great storm arising we put back to 
Ithaca for the night. Everybody sick except Sally; she was very busy. 
The steamboat paid for our lodgings but not for our meals. The next 
day we sailed to Montezuma. Much interested in the Canal, which had 
been running about ten years. It has built up the Mohawk Valley. 
Freight rates which used to be $100 for one ton, reduced to $3.00, I mean 
New York to Buffalo. N. B. If there was a canal thru the Wyoming 
Valley, times would be so good there I would not want to go west. 
President Jackson is very hard to move. The Canal boat very clean but 
crowded. My children ran along the tow-path most of the time, altho I 
had passage tickets for them all. Stayed two days in Buffalo until sail- 
ing time. Next to New York, the largest City I have ever seen. Took 
passage on lower deck. Soon after leaving a very dangerous storm 
arose. All thought the boat would go down. I gathered my family 
around me and we had prayers. God heard them, for suddenly we heard 
shouts that we were in Cleveland harbor, passing thru a channel opened 
only a few days ago. Glory to God in the Highest! I was soundly 
converted to the Baptist religion in the year 1804. [I suppose by this he 
meant that water had no terrors for him.] The voyage to Detroit was 
abandoned, and we determined to travel by the new canal from Cleve- 
land to Cincinnati, and then by the Ohio and Mississippi and Illinois 
rivers. God led us to make this change. We shall not have to undergo 
the painful wagon journeys or to pass thro Chicago, but will go by water 
all of the way except about the last ten miles. This canal boat is new 
and fine, and the weather is mild and sunshiny. We sit on the boat on 
the freight and sometimes we walk beside the horses. The country is 
wild and hilly with many trees: not good for farming. Sally lies down 
much of the time, for which she is very grateful. Many of the passen- 
gers are talking a good deal about Martin Van Buren. I fear he will be 
elected. Politics in this country are frightfully debased when this man 
is considered for the office of President while such a magnificent states- 
man as Gen. Harrison can be had. 

October 23rd, 1836. Left Cincinnati this morning. Delayed two 



































REALL IE ATMEL ALLELE UE RE 








3 a ee 


? 





1918-1919 Following the Westward Star aH) 


days waiting for boat. Cincinnati has many Germans, many signs in 
German; grapes and grapevines are everywhere; also many negroes. 
The negroes very roughly treated by all their bosses. The German mas- 
ters very cruel and profane. N. B. This is not right. God will hold 
back his favor from us if we fail to abolish this accursed system. This 
boat is very large and expensive. I think the water journey to Illinois 
will sorely impoverish me. But it is much better for Sally. 

Oct. 28th. Two days at St. Louis. Cleaner and better every way 
than Cincinnati. Climbed a high mound which is an old Indian burial 
place. Stayed on steamboat while here, because hotels all crowded with 
new settlers. Negroes very noisy and full of fun. My children watch 
them hour after hour to see them dance; their songs are mostly religious. 
St. Louis was French and Spanish and now American. Very important 
city. 

Illinois lies across the river, which is very wide. Boat made long 
stops at Paducah and Cairo. I hope that Illinois is not like it looks from 
the river. Very low and muddy. I hear much talk of chills and fever. 
Gave all the children quinine today. Urged Sally to take some but she 
refused. Said she [remainder of sentence heavily erased. ] 

Vermillionville, Illinois. Nov. 21st, 1836. For the first time in many 
days I have the time to write in this journal. Many important things 
have happened. At St. Louis we changed to an Illinois River steam boat, 
very dirty and slow. Left the boat at Peru in the darkest night, but 
near morning. At day light Lawrence Dimmick came with oxteam; all 
got in with our goods. Climbed the steep bluffs and got lost. Found a 
log house occupied by Mr. Hendricks. Here we stayed all night in one 
large room. There was a large amount of honey in sight which was a 
luxury. Next day the teams started on. 

Crossed the Vermillion river and got to the end of our journey, Ver- 
millionville, November 15th. Commenced living with my daughter and 
her husband Lawrence Dimmick until we build our own house. Today, 
six days after our arrival here, our youngest daughter, Olive was born. 
Sally is very happy and very well, and declares that the days of rest and 
quiet of the long water journey from Pennsylvania were very good for 
her. As for myself I can trust myself to say nothing, but I am very 
grateful to God, who in his merciful kindness gives back to me my dear 
wife to be my companion in this new home. 

For nearly thirty years longer this pious pioneer enjoyed the 
blessed companionship of his saintly wife. The little new home 
in the west was filled with active sturdy children. One or two 
or three additions were made to its numbers; then one by one 
the goodbys were spoken, and the vacant chairs were moved back 
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from the lessening table. For a while Vermillionville flourished 
apace. But the hoped-for railway went to the north of the Illi- 
nois river, building up Ottawa and LaSalle, and crushing Lowell 
and Vermillionville. Gradually the stores moved away or were 
changed to granaries. In time the very lines of the old village 
street were obliterated. The log houses crumbled away or were 
torn down, the cornfields encroached more and more upon the 
fading highways. Today only the surveyor can say where the 
town of Vermillionville lay. Like Warren Center, Pennsylvania, 
where the west-bound caravan stopped for a while in 1802, it 
served its temporary purpose,— it gave rest to the weary travel- 
ers. Then the grass covered the prints of the tent poles, and 
solitude resumed its primeval sway. 

CuanceLLor L. Jenks 
Evanston, ILurnois 



































THE COMMERCE OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI IN 
THE PERIOD 1830-1860 


A very rapid study of American history of the period 1830- 
1860 discloses various close commercial relations between the 
north and the south. Lacking any through connection between 
the two sections until nearly the close of the period, an account 
of the commerce on the Mississippi for these years becomes 
practically a survey of the trade history between the north and 
the south. Being the period properly called the golden age of 
river traffic it has an intrinsic interest; it is, however, more im- 
portant in its national aspects. Within these particular thirty 
years occurred changes in the character and importance of the 
river trade as well as struggles with competitors which success- 
fully deflected the northern trade from the south to the east. 

Starting out with the advantage of having been the exclusive 
means of transportation from Pittsburgh, the early ‘‘ gateway of 
the west,’’ to New Orleans and the export center of the earliest 
producers of any agricultural surplus in the Ohio valley, the 
great Mississippi system of communication increased its pre- 
dominance with the introduction of the steamboat. The large 
number of settlers in the valley in 1820 increased amazingly by 
1830 the surplus production of many more fertile stretches of 
virgin soil in the Ohio valley, contributing thereby an enormous 
amount of products for the downstream transportation to New 
Orleans. Apples and potatoes had become staple through 
freight... The goods taken for peddling along the way were 
cider, cheese, port, bacon, cabbages, and peach brandy. From 
Indiana to New Orleans a considerable hay traffic developed. 

The flatboats continued to supplement the steamers after the 
latter, in 1825, had gained the ascendancy as freight carriers. 
Naturally they could carry much produce which the steamboats 
could not handle. As late as 1840 one-fifth of the freight han- 


1 Frank H. Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi river system (National 
waterways commission, document no. 11 — Washington, 1909), 14. 
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dled on the lower Mississippi went principally by flatboats.*? A 
steady decline in this form of traffic is noted, however, to 1860. 

The river cities of the Ohio valley before 1830 had become the 
markets to which the produce of the surrounding country was 
sent. Louisville, after the canal around the falls was completed 
in 1830, became greatly favored by this union of the two river 
lines between Pittsburgh and New Orleans, as thereafter boats 
of 1,700 tons tonnage could be used in place of the former max- 
imum load of 900 tons. Of course the variability of the Ohio in 
depth made the growth of commerce on that river still incon- 
stant. Evansville, Indiana, increased also in importance as a 
distributing point for a well-settled territory. The most impor- 
tant export from both Evansville and Louisville was tobacco. 

St. Louis had become by 1820 the commercial capital of an 
increasing trans-Mississippi west. To it already came large 
quantities of peltries and lead from the newer west. At the same 
time the new southwest gained its predominance over the old 
tidewater south in cotton culture. A larger market was thereby 
created for the grain, pork, flour, provisions, and livestock of 
the Ohio valley. A wonderfully prosperous internal trade was 
securely established between the northern and southern sections 
of the Mississippi valley before 1830. Clearly before that date 
the nation was ‘‘building an empire of its own with sections 
which took the place of kingdoms.’’* New England, New York, 
and Pennsylvania were manufacturing the clothing and iron 
utensils for this west and south, while a rising tide of foreign 
immigration increased the number of factory workers in the 
east. The new southwest increased its ascendancy in the more 
general southern absorption in cotton raising as new plantations 
crept up the Arkansas and Red rivers and reached downward 
into the rich coastal plain of Texas. In consequence, the volume 
of shipments down the Mississippi had by 1830 become larger 
than ever before. Nearly a thousand steamboats were annually 
reaching New Orleans, already a city of 50,000 people, while 
hundreds of flatboats continued to peddle their wares from vil- 
lage to village and from plantation to plantation along the river 

2 Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi river system, 14. 

8 Frederick J. Turner, Rise of the new west, 1819-1829 (The American nation: a 
history, vol. 14—New York, 1906), 297. 
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and its tributaries. The Mississippi had become the main artery 
of the nation’s internal commerce. 

The years from 1830 to 1860 continued the growth in area, 
population, and wealth of that part of the United States nat- 
urally tributary to the Mississippi. The agricultural statistics 
of the period show the continued increase of surplus production 
of wheat, corn, and other grains which were available for a 
domestic trade with the south and east or for the growing export 
trade. The settlement in 1830 of the controversy with Great 
Britain over the American exclusion from the West India trade 
thereafter placed American and British vessels on an equality 
in respect to that trade. American agricultural products would 
naturally reach the West Indies by way of the Mississippi and 
New Orleans, as formerly, unless diverted in another direction 
by some new competitor of the river. Various commercial and 
navigation treaties concluded by 1836 with numerous foreign 
countries opened new fields for American exportations.* The 
fact that the south continued to specialize in cotton increased 
still further the exportations of cotton, the importations of the 
south, and the lucrative trade between the north and the south. 
As the greatest progress in the south occurred in territory trib- 
utary to the gulf ports, New Orleans from its point of vantage 
became by 1834 the leading export city of the entire United 
States. 

Ere this had occurred, however, several steps had been com- 
pleted in the east in plans to wrest the western trade from New 
Orleans and the Mississippi. By the completion of the Erie 
canal in 1825 New York had successfully arranged to reduce the 
enormous expense of transportation over the mountains or 
around by the Mohawk river, which had given the Mississippi 
its initial advantage. Thereupon Philadelphia immediately be- 
came stirred over the transportation of goods to Pittsburgh by 
way of the Erie canal at one-third of the cost required for the 
carriage over the mountains from the Quaker city. In conse- 

4 Treaties, conventions, international acts, protocols and agreements between the 
United States of America and other powers, 1776-1909, compiled by William M. 
Malloy (Senate documents, 61 congress, 2 session, no. 357—Washington, 1910) ; 


Emory R. Johnson, History of domestic and foreign commerce of the United States 
(Washington, D. C., 1915), 11, 41. 











60 R. B. Way M. V.H. A, 


quence the Pennsylvania canal and rail system projected in 1826 
was finished and Baltimore, not to be outdone, organized the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad in 1827. The resultant craze for 
the improvement of natural and artificial interior waterways set- 
ting in in the western states culminated in so many financial dis- 
asters by 1837 as to occasion a reaction against improved trans- 
portation projects. In consequence the real period of competi- 
tion with the Mississippi was postponed. 

The greater part of the trade of the river after 1830 continued 
to be downstream traffic. _Starting with receipts at New Orleans 
of interior produce to the value of $220,065,518, it had reached 
$49,763,825 by 1840, $96,897,876 by 1850 and $185,211,254 by 
1850.° 

By 1830 the removal of the Indian tribes® had permitted the 
opening of larger areas of new cotton fields in Alabama and 
Mississippi, while the higher prices of cotton in the period to 
1839 occasioned, it will be remembered, the wild speculation in 
land and slaves culminating, for the south, in its financial de- 
pression in the crisis of 1837. Notwithstanding, the cotton crop 
of 1839 was the heaviest yet produced. Regardless of the low 
prices which set in in 1839 cotton production increased fifty per 
cent. This increase was in the west tributary to the river.’ 
Food products of the north in greater quantities reached these 
newer and more accessible fields of the south. A contemporane- 
ous development of the upper Mississippi valley in the north 
furnished the greater amount of products sought by the new 
south. The consequent cheapness of supplies encouraged great- 
er specialization of cotton production in the gulf states, although 
in Louisiana many changed from the production of cotton to 
sugar cane. In the next period, 1849-1859, Texas and Arkansas 
began to make their contributions to the annual cotton crops. 
These naturally increased the Mississippi traffic. By 1860 cot- 

5‘*Report on the internal commerce of the United States,’’ 1887, in House 
executive documents, 50 congress, 1 session, no. 6, part 2, pp. 199, 209; the tables 


are reproduced in Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi river system, 15, 16. 
6 See maps in Turner, Rise of the new west, 310. 


7 Atlas of American agriculture (Washington, D. C., 1918), part 5, section A, pp. 
16, 17, 19-21. 
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ton constituted sixty per cent of the value of all commodities 
entering New Orleans.® 

In the early part of this period Memphis, Vicksburg, and 
Natchez became important ports, each sending by river to New 
Orleans in 1843 more cotton than in 1887.° Nashville on the 
Cumberland, being the collecting center of a rich tobacco coun- 
try, sent a large number of steamboats to New Orleans. 

Next to New Orleans, St. Louis derived the greatest advan- 
tage from the river commerce. Having no railroad connection 
with the east, practically all its commodities leaving the city*° 
went downstream to New Orleans. The traffic to the latter 
city from St. Paul became considerable after 1840." Large 
quantities of lead from the Galena mines reached St. Louis 
only to be transshipped to New Orleans. After 1840 the trade 
of St. Louis grew rapidly also because it was the concentration 
point for the agricultural produce of much of Illinois, Iowa, 
and Missouri and the distributing point for much eastern 
manufactured goods to the same states. In the forties the 
Illinois river steamers carried goods back and forth between 
several interior Illinois points, among them Peoria, and St. 
Louis and points on the lower Mississippi.”* By 1845 St. 
Louis had ceased to purchase flour elsewhere and was selling 
flour of its own manufacture to both the Atlantic and the gulf 
states. Its receipts and manufactures increased thereafter.** 
Having become the principal depot for the American fur com- 
pany it handled more furs than any other city in the United 
States. Rivaling the leading cities of the central states as a 
market for meat, hides, and whisky, it greatly increased the 
river traffic as it jumped from a population of 5,000 in 1830 to 
16,469 in 1840, to 62,491 in 1845, and 160,776 in 1860. The pas- 


8 Atlas of American agriculture, 20; ‘‘Report on the internal commerce of the 
United States,’’ 1887, in House executive documents, 50 congress, 1 session, no. 6, 
part 2. 

® Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi river system, 19. 

‘0**Report on the internal commerce of the United States,’’ 1887, in Housé 
executive documents, 50 congress, 1 session, no. 6, part 2, p. 53. 

11 Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi river system, 20, 21; George B. 
Merrick, Old times on the upper Mississippi; the recollections of a steamboat pilot 
from 1854 to 1863 (Cleveland, 1909). 

12 Hunt’s merchants’ magazine, 33: 637; 15: 167, 35: 222; Dixon, A traffw 
history of the Mississippi river system, 22 ff. 

18 Hunt’s merchants’ magazine, 35: 222. 
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senger lists indicated that a large number of people passed 
in and out of St. Louis every year during the period.* After 
1855, however, much of its eastern trade reached the city from 
Pittsburgh and Cincinnati by railroad, though the same route 
diverted the outgoing trade so slightly from the southern river 
route that no marked decline in downstream movement was 
noticed before 1860. 

Throughout all this period of New Orleans’ great leader- 
ship in export trade the city received relatively few importa- 
tions. In consequence, the through upstream shipments were 
small. Practically seventy-five per cent of these consisted of 
articles sent down to New Orleans and returned upstream to be 
sold to planters of Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas. 
The north did continue to buy sugar and coffee from New Or- 
leans via the river, while it secured most of its manufactured 
and imported goods from the east. 

During this period the Ohio valley, exclusive of the Cumber- 
land and Tennessee valleys, was a section distinctly homoge- 
neous.” Its trade development was an additional factor in the 
river traffic. In 1830 the southward route by the Mississippi 
still held the advantage over the northern route by way of the 
main Ohio canals to the lakes and the Erie or the eastward route 
over the mountains. By 1835 large shipments were being sent 
from Ohio to New York by way of the Erie canal,'* thereby strik- 
ing the initial blow to that part of the lower Mississippi fed 
from the Ohio. The marvelous development of a middle west 
which used the river made this first loss to the east unnoticed 
at the time. The canals, fortunately for the river, were unable 
to handle all Ohio’s surplus, so much continued downstream to 
New Orleans. The northern route through Ohio to the lakes 
gained little from the river commerce before 1850, as the Ohio 
canals were not suitable for through traffic because of their 
great length, numerous locks, inadequate water supply, and 
the failure to complete the Miami canal from Cincinnati before 


14 Hunt’s merchants’ magazine, 33: 637. 

15 Carl R. Fish, ‘‘The decision of the Ohio valley,’’ in American historical associa- 
tion, Annual report, 1910 (Washington, 1912), 155. 

16 Report on the internal commerce of the United States,’’ 1887, in House 
executive documents, 50 congress, 1 session, no. 6, part 2, p. 222. 
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1845.17 While the Ohio canals built for local trade were impor- 
tant during the period chiefly because they made it possible for 
the products from Cincinnati to command higher prices in the 
southern cities, they did help to draw some traffic away from the 
old route by serving as feeders for the eastern routes.”* 

Indiana by its canal connections with the lakes drew some 
traffic eastward away from the Mississippi. Before the end of 
the fourth decade the Illinois-Michigan canal came to have a 
noticeable influence upon the deflection of Illinois trade east- 
ward.’® At the same time, it helped furnish new markets for 
the sugar, coffee, tobacco, and other produce of the lower Mis- 
sissippi trade.” “he shipments of wheat and flour eastward via 
the Erie canal increased steadily, while the Pennsylvania canal 
carried a considerable amount which otherwise would have gone 
down the Mississippi. By 1846 Buffalo passed New Orleans in 
its receipts of wheat and flour. As early as 1852 evidence seems 
to have been presented that it was cheaper for Louisville to ship 
tobacco by the northern canal and lake route to the Atlantic 
seaports than via the Mississippi and New Orleans.” By 1850 
a division line had been so drawn across Ohio that breadstuffs 
went toward the lakes while beef, lard, pork, bacon, and corn 
continued to go down the river. The real change which occurred 
before 1850 was not so much any marked injury to the river 
traffic by the eastern water routes as a change in the character 
of the river traffic by its inclusion of a larger proportion of 
southern and a reduced proportion of western products.” 


17 Johnson, History of domestic and foreign commerce of the United States, 
1, 227. 

18 William F, Gephart, Transportation and industrial development in the middle 
west (New York, 1909), 118, 119. 

19 James W. Putnam, The Illinois and Michigan canal; a study in economic 
history (Chicago historical society’s collections, vol. 10—Chicago, 1918), 96 ff.; Israel 
D. Andrews, Communication from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the senate of March 8, 1851, the report of Israel D. 
Andrews . . . on the trade and commerce of the British North American col- 
onies, and upon the trade of the Great Lakes and rivers; also, notices of the internal 
improvements in each state, of the Gulf of Mexico and straits of Florida, and a paper 
on the cotton crop of the United States (Washington, 1853), 2 ff. 

20 Annual review of the trade and commerce of St. Louis, 1848 (St. Louis, 1848), 
2, 10 ff. 

21 Cincinnati price current, 1852; Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi 
river system, 25, 

22 Tbid., 26. 














64 R. B. Way M. V. H. A. 


A large mass of unsatisfactory material has been collected on 
the freight rates and passenger fares before 1850." The facts 
merely prove an absence of fixed rates and a general haphazard 
and unsystematic competition for business. Practically no re- 
liance can be placed on the various lists as every captain was a 
law unto himself and charged all the traffic would bear. In fact, 
one great contributory factor in making the period one of pros- 
perous steamboating was the fact that it was an unregulated 
monopoly favored by the uncertainties of travel confined to a 
limited season. Furthermore, heavy liabilities from damages 
from snags, bars, collisions, explosions, and burning,”* together 
with the short life of vessels flimsily built and recklessly run, 
made high charges necessary.” 

The railroads began in 1840 the practice of building short lines 
connecting with the waterways. So rapidly was this practice 
extended that by 1850 such connections were made all the way 
down the Ohio and lower Mississippi, on the Cumberland, Ten- 
nessee, and Missouri as well as on the upper Mississippi as far as 
La Crosse, Wisconsin.** Because of poor organization and 
equipment the railroads did not immediately supersede the water- 
ways even after they ceased to serve as connections between the 


23 Wellington Williams, The traveller’s and tourist’s guide through the United 
States of America, Canada, etc., containing the routes of travel by railroad, steamboat, 
stage and canal . . . Accompanied by an entirely new and authentic map of the 
United States . . . and a map of the island of Cuba (Philadelphia, 1853) ; 
William P. Strickland, Pioneers of the west; or life in the woods (New York, 1856), 
205; Hunt’s merchants’ magazine, 19: 579 ff., 657; Hazard’s United States com- 
mercial and statistical register, containing documents, facts, and other useful infor- 
mation, tlustrative of the history and resources of the American union and of each 
state . . . edited by Samuel Hazard (Philadelphia, 1839-1842), 2: 250 ff., 
4:356 ff., 5:90 ff., 6:62; American railway guide, and pocket companion, for the 
United States . . . together with a complete railway map, compiled by Charles 
Cobb (New York, 1851); Charles Ellet, The Mississippi and Ohio rivers: containing 
plans for the protection of the delta from inundation; and investigations of the 
practicability and cost of improving the navigation of the Ohio and other rivers by 
means of reservoirs . . . (Philadelphia, 1853), 316 ff. 

24 On losses see American journal of science and arts, 19:12 ff.; Hazard’s United 
States commercial and statistical register, 1:188, 2:97, 3:171; American almanac and 
repository of useful knowledge (Boston, 1851), 22:327; Hunt’s merchants’ magazine, 
20:344; George H. Preble, A chronological history of the origin and development of 
steam navigation (Philadelphia, 1883). 

25 Hunt’s merchants’ magazine, 20:345. 

26 See Dixon, A traffic history of the Mississippi river system, 28, for tables of 
freight rates. 
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waterways and by independent extensions became real competi- 
tors. By 1848 a through line railroad between Lake Erie and 
the Ohio river was completed, while a second one was finished by 
1851. Then the several Atlantic seaboard trunk lines pushed 
westward, resulting as early as 1853 in the building of the last 
link of the ‘‘Vanderbilt system’’ between Chicago and New 
York. By 1858 a continuous line to Chicago from the Ohio 
river connected with the east at Pittsburgh. The Baltimore and 
Ohio reached Cincinnati by 1857. Consequently, by 1860 Ohio 
was well supplied with railroads. Several lines were built across 
Indiana, while the Terre Haute and Alton and the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi both ran parallel to the Ohio as far as the Mississippi. 
By 1810, or thereabouts, there began in consequence such an 
alteration of the course of the main current of Cincinnati export 
trade from the south to the east that by 1860 the through river 
trade to New Orleans had practically vanished.**” The conveying 
of Ohio products to New Orleans by way of the Mississippi for 
local consumption in the south continued,” although the Louis- 
ville and Nashville railroads then supplemented the river traffic. 
To the north and east, however, went the Ohio valley products 
for Europe and the east, especially as the European market con- 
tinually improved.” 

A comparative study of the grain trade from 1855 to 1860 via 
the Great lakes,*® Erie canal, and the railroads with that of the 
Mississippi discloses that a revolution had occurred, as the arti- 
ficial channels, the canals and the railroads, then diverted the 
products of the west eastward across the continent instead of 
down the Mississippi as formerly. While the grain of Illinois, 
Towa, Missouri, and Wisconsin and most of Indiana and Ohio 
went entirely by the lakes, the Erie canal, the St. Lawrence, or 
the six great trunk lines or railroads then leading from the heart 
of the west to the Atlantic seaboard, the railroad building from 
Lake Michigan to the river and on into Missouri, Kansas, 

27 Report on internal commerce for 1882, appendix 7, p. 83; Census of the United 
States, 1860, p. elvii. 

28 Cincinnati Daily Gazette, June 27, 1861. 

20 Fish, ‘‘The decision of the Ohio valley,’’ in American historical association, 
Annual report, 1910, p. 160; Census of 1860, p. exli. 


80 In 1838 Chicago made its first shipment of wheat. Johnson, History of domestic 
and foreign commerce of the United States, 2:47. 
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and Nebraska prophesied that by 1860 even the grain of the 
frontier states would in all probability find a market by the lakes 
rather than by the Mississippi. Before 1860, in fact, grain was 
received in Chicago from Kansas and Nebraska via the Hanni- 
bal and St. Joseph and the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy. 

Distinct reasons existed for the loss of the grain trade by the 
Mississippi and New Orleans. With the existing terminal facili- 
ties, the risk of damage to grain and flour by their shipments 
during the summer months through the hot climate of the gulf 
was too great. The ruinous delays occasioned by the uncertain- 
ty of river traffic during the same months were considered un- 
necessary when the new and better facilities for eastward trans- 
portation became available. The movement of western grain 
and flour eastward by the canals and railroads was even swift, 
without the delays of river transportation." The rapid growth 
of a specialized trade in cotton, sugar, and tobacco at New 
Orleans had resulted in increasing the inherent inaptitude of the 
gulf port merchants to acquire a proficiency in the handling of 
any other branches of trade and commerce. 

Many other additions to the volume of trade between the east- 
ern and central portions of the country went along with the rail 
connections of the eastern trunk lines with the central states. 
By the close of the period two-thirds of the enlarged shipments 
to the west from Philadelphia consisted of dry goods, groceries, 
hardware, boots, shoes, drugs, and coffee, while half of the 
freight moving eastward was livestock, flour, and grain. Simi- 
lar shipments were sent over the New York lines.** The rail- 
roads had succeeded in getting two-thirds of the total flour 
traffic and practically all the merchandise and livestock, leaving 
to the canals only the forest products and grain. The speed 

81 Census of 1860, p. elvii. 

82 Daniel Lord, The effect of secession upon the commercial relations between the 
north and south, and upon each section (New York, 1861), 34; Johnson, History 
of domestic and foreign commerce of the United States, 1:238. 

83 Monthly summary of commerce and finance of the United States, January, 1900, 
p. 1963; Johnson, History of domestic and foreign commerce of the United States, 
1: 238; James D. B. De Bow, The industrial resources, etc., of the southern and west- 
ern states: embracing a view of their commerce, agriculture, manufactures, internal 
improvements; slave and free labor, slavery institutions, products, etc., of the south, 


together with historical and statistical sketches of the different states and cities of the 
union; statistics of the United States commerce and manufactures, from the earliest 
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of the railroads together with the superiority of New York as an 
importing point gave decided advantages over the long round- 
about route by way of New Orleans. 

The advent of the railroads brought Illinois farmers so near to 
the Atlantic seaboard that they shipped their cattle over the 
railroads to the east and introduced a new element in the com- 
merce of the sections.** Slower but certain were the southern 
Atlantie seaports in deflecting traffic from the Mississippi by rail 
connections with the west.** In 1850 a railroad was opened from 
Atlanta to Chattanooga on the Tennessee, completing connec- 
tions with the Virginia line to the sea in 1856. A rail connection 
from Chattanooga to Nashville on the Cumberland was made in 
1854 and with Memphis on the Mississippi in 1857. By 1859 
direct rail connection existed not only between Louisville and 
Nashville but also between Mobile and Columbus, Kentucky, only 
a few miles below Cairo on the Mississippi. By 1860 the Vicks- 
burg and Jackson met the Mobile and Ohio, making possible the 
diversion of the Vicksburg trade from the Mississippi eastward. 

By 1850 Charlestown and Savannah received thirty-five per 
cent of the total cotton crop, whereas New Orleans, which two 
years before had received more than one half of all the cotton, 
secured only thirty-eight per cent. The continual shifting of 
the center of cotton production with the increase of annual 
crops enabled the Mississippi to make up for the loss to the 
Atlantic seaports. 

In the early efforts to cross the Mississippi a crude bridge 
was built in 1853-1856 between Rock Island and Davenport with- 
out congressional authorization; this aroused the steamboat in- 
terests to opposition, with the view of checking the railroad ad- 
vance and compelling its alliance with the waterways. The re- 
sult was a cessation in bridge building until after the civil war. 

From a study of tables of receipts of produce at New Orleans 


periods, compared with other leading powers; the results of the different census returns 
since 1790, and returns of the census of 1850, on population, agriculture and general 
industry, etc., with an appendix (New Orleans, 1852-1853), 1: 253. 

34 Tbid., 2:555. 


85 Statisties disclose little interstate commerce between eastern and western sections 
of the south before 1849, when trains on the Atlantic railroad began to run from 
Chattanooga eastward. Johnson, History of domestic and foreign commerce of the 
United States, 1:240. 
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from 1850 to 1860 one can obtain instructive facts if not final 
conclusions. During the period 1854 to 1858 western produce 
constituted only eighteen per cent of the total receipts at New 
Orleans, while in former years it was sixty-one per cent. The 
great increases in receipts at New Orleans in the last decade of 
the period were in cotton, sugar, molasses, and tobacco. The 
south did not grasp the meaning of the fact that while the last 
year, 1859 to 1860, was the best year on the river for New Or- 
leans, the trade was mainly of local character. The western 
produce which continued to move south was to supply the plant- 
ers and not for exportation. The great export business had, 
unnoticed by the great majority of the southerners, turned east- 
ward. In the fall of 1862, in consequence, England learned that 
it was more dependent on the food exports of the north and dis- 
covered that southern cotton was no longer king. This became a 
contributory factor in England’s failure to recognize the Con- 
federate States. 





R. B. Way 
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THE MEXICAN PROBLEM: A POSSIBLE PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION 


The traveler who journeys from Vera Cruz to the City of Mex- 
ico may find himself detained for an idle and interesting hour 
at the junction point of Apizaco. Here he may partake of such 
edibles as the native larders afford or may amuse himself by 
bargaining with the numerous venders of canes. If luck goes 
with him, he may forgét what he eats there but if he has secured 
one of the gay, deftly carved sticks for which the place is famous, 
he will bear away with him an appropriate souvenir of his trip 
to Mexico—one that in design and coloring attests the artistic 
skill of the Mexican peon and in subject matter epitomizes his 
patriotism and his enthusiasm for the national sport, the bull 
fight. 

To the thoughtful traveler that stick will stand as a symbol of 
Mexican life in other aspects. As he looks upon it he may re- 
gard it as the goad with which the humble toiler guides the oxen 
that drag his primitive plow— itself merely a crooked stick — 
through the neighboring cornfield; or it may recall an equally 
vivid image of other toilers plying the flails with which they and 
their ancestors and their Spanish instructors from time imme- 
morial have laboriously threshed their grain, or of still others 
propelling with sturdy poles the clumsy dugouts in which their 
forebears might have come out to meet Cortés. Whatever the 
form, the sympolie stick represents the limited producing power 
of the primitive Mexican and his age-long subjection to methods 
of toil that afford little stimulus to intelligence and less incentive 
to industry. If in faney the stick changes its form and appears 
as the metate with which the woman of the humble class grinds 
the corn that supplies her family with daily bread, the symbol 
does not lose its grim suggestion of unending but pitifully un- 
remunerative toil. 

From another point of view the stick represents the forces 
that have controlled Mexico from the beginning of its recorded 
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history. It may suggest the earlier weapons of the age of stone 
or of bronze from which the Mexican aborigines were emerging 
at the time of the conquest. One needs no vivid imagination to 
look upon it as the ready blade of the knightly but ruthless Span- 
iard, or with hilt thrust forward as the cross of St. James, whom 
priest and conquistador alike served. One may also view it 
under another banner as the symbol of revolutionary caudillo 
or republican autocrat, or more recently, in the guise of Mauser 
rifle or stick of dynamite, as the weapon of protest against polit- 
ical and economic injustice. A common variant would be the 
cane affected by the dandified intellectual, or more rarely, the 
ferrule of the schoolmaster; but whether in the form of rifle, 
cane, cross, sword, or ferrule the Iberian holds the symbol of 
power, if he has not, within more recent years, handed it over 
to the representative of modern capitalism. 

Our stick might also claim attention from another point of 
view. It would appear as a bulging war club, accompanying, as 
usual, the familiar caricature in big hat, glasses, and prominent 
teeth. ‘‘Speak softly and carry a big stick’’ is the alleged motto 
for that sturdy executive’s foreign policy. Not always in deal- 
ing with our southern neighbors were his words soft-spoken or 
even urbane, nor did his predecessors affect greater urbanity in 
speech or deed. ‘‘Old Hickory,’’ an earlier counterpart, bore a 
fitting nickname in view of our symbol, when he vehemently 
pressed against Mexico commercial claims that Van Buren found 
were woefully padded, and the same thing occurred with other 
claims four decades later. Polk made his administration famous 
by wresting from Mexico more than half her territory, and Bu- 
chanan sought the same means of distinction. Perhaps the big 
stick now wobbles in the hand that holds it and the cadence of 
the accompanying voice has an uncertain ring, but, in view of 
our past diplomacy, as a people we may welcome a period of 
‘‘watchful waiting’’ in lieu of a forward thrust of the big stick 
that might extend its shadow to Panama or even beyond. 

Thus in these three ways — not to mention others— our gaud- 
ily decorated cane symbolizes the low productive power of Mex- 
ico, the forces that have dominated her people, and the fear of 
conquest that still hampers her foreign policy. Thus has the 
Mexican ever lived under the shadow of the stick— economic, 
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political and social, diplomatic—and thus his friends would 
explain his retarded development, his farcical politics, and his 
foreign policy based on crafty opportunism. Yet in view of this 
lamentable showing after four centuries, there are many who 
would continue unchanged the policy of the big stick for Mexico; 
who would keep her people blindly toiling for local autocrat or 
foreign interventionist, only too ready to exploit their ignorance 
or repress all manifestations of discontent. In all charity let us 
suggest that they know not what they favor. 

As our title implies, the alternative of the big stick is the open 
hand. It may be well to add that the hand is to be extended palm 
upward and not to represent an outside force that would grasp 
the resources of Mexico. The open hand must symbolize gener- 
osity, but that alone will not answer Mexico’s needs. A really 
effective solution presupposes an open mind and a willing heart, 
mutual respect, and courteous helpfulness. 

The open hand must be ready to meet the immediate needs of 
Mexico and those needs are most pressing. Mexico has no ade- 
quate bank deposits; its railroads and rolling stock have been 
greatly depleted during ten years of civil strife; its public ser- 
vants, including the school teachers, have had their miserable 
salaries reduced and even this pittance withheld for weeks; its 
army, too, despite the fact that it is costing more than the whole 
government of Mexico during the days of Diaz, is worse clad, 
worse fed, and worse equipped than it was ten years ago, while 
it has more than doubled in numbers. These are some of the 
pressing needs which must be met before large areas that now 
lie fallow within sight of populous cities can be safely cultivated 
or one can travel freely from one part of the country to another 
without the ever-present military guard, and without encounter- 
ing that nightmare of beggary that now besets him at every sta- 
tion and along every important roadway. 

Some Mexicans, it is true, claim that their revenues would 
more than equal their immediate needs if they were able to ob- 
tain an adequate return from their oil wells and other important 
resources and if they could secure fair commercial concessions, 
including the shipment of munitions, from their powerful north- 
ern neighbor. This may seem an empty boast, but if one has 
nothing better to propose it is only fair to ask that it be given 
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a trial. Perhaps even this unpromising experiment, if pursued 
with due patience and sympathy, would lead to surprising re- 
sults. 

At the present time nearly every branch of the public service 
in Mexico and many private industries await the revivifying im- 
pulse of an adequate foreign loan. This can be obtained only 
in the United States. Carranza may dislike to ask for it, but 
unless he can demonstrate his ability to pay his own way as sug- 
gested above, and that right speedily, it will be necessary for 
him to do so. Such an appeal would be preferable to indefinite 
misery, ultimate outbreak at home, or hostile intervention. On 
the other hand, American officials or financiers may hesitate to 
float such a loan, but they should realize that the country, if 
properly developed and kept in order, is good for it; that they 
must extend credit to some group in Mexico; and that at present 
no other faction offers greater stability than the one about Car- 
ranza. If, therefore, they are unwilling to await the slow, un- 
certain process by which alone Mexico may unaided recover its 
financial and political stability, they must be ready to minister 
to its immediate financial needs. In the long run this will mean 
better conditions for ourselves as well as a more speedy return 
to order in Mexico. 

After the experience of recent years many will hesitate to in- 
trust local Mexican officials with the expenditure of this loan. 
On the other hand, these officials naturally object to outside con- 
trol of their fiscal affairs as they did to the recent Bruére com- 
mission. Yet they ought to realize that willingness to accept 
some oversight must accompany a request for foreign loans. 
Such necessary supervision need not be unduly emphasized, for 
creditors should duly respect national sensitiveness, but it is the 
price that Mexico must pay for loosing economic and political 
restraint. On the other hand, American interests must be will- 
ing to tide Mexico over the present crisis by an adequate loan or 
to assume all the deplorable consequences of bloody and long- 
drawn-out military intervention. With intervention hanging 
over them, the Mexicans might well consent to waive temporarily 
a specious financial independence in return for immediate secur- 
ity and the promise of progress toward real monetary freedom. 

Our government adopted the policy of direct loans to our asso- 
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ciates in the recent world war, and all true friends of Mexico 
will regret that two years ago Carranza did not so act as to 
secure like benefits for his people. But even now our govern- 
ment may remedy this failure, or even our executive can do so 
by adopting a frank and friendly financial policy toward Mexico. 
Haiti, Santo Domingo, and Nicaragua afford abundant prece- 
dents for such action. Our leading financiers claim that the 
credits extended during war time to European nations must be 
continued in the days of reconstruction, if we are to further our 
commercial advantages or even to retain those that we now have. 
If this is essential in the case of Europe, how much more neces- 
sary to our suffering neighbor whose prosperity is so linked with 
our own. Such a course, undertaken in a spirit of real friendli- 
ness, may also become a test of international goodwill. The 
Mexican must swallow his national pride, and the American 
must forego any ulterior advantage that may arise from his 
position as a favored creditor. Thus offered and accepted, the 
loan will prove less costly than military campaigns and leave 
less rancor than pacific blockades or other acts that approach a 
state of war. Moreover, it will meet Mexico’s most pressing 
needs. 

An immediate loan forms but a minor phase of Mexico’s finan- 
cial problem. Its previous debt with the accrued interest is 
measured by the hundreds of millions and no one will venture 
to estimate the enormous claims growing out of the recent revo- 
lution and subsequent brigandage. This debt and these claims 
must be met or some reasonable measures taken to assure ulti- 
mate payment, for they involve not merely Mexico’s relations 
to the United States but to the whole family of nations. Yet our 
country has too great an interest to settle these questions by her- 
self nor can we entrust them to the ordinary Mexican tribunals. 
It is hardly fair that these questions should be submitted to 
other nations such as England, France, Italy, Japan, which also 
have vital claims in Mexico. These obligations must be judged 
by some impartial tribunal and, as in the days of Jackson or of 
Hayes, such action would probably result in a considerable seal- 
ing of the gross sum. The problem is one that might well be 
left for a future league of nations, or if, unfortunately, none is 
formed, we might by careful search find some impartial nations 
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to adjudicate these claims. In the ‘‘Pious fund case,’’ Mexico 
and the United States initiated arbitration before the Hague 
tribunal. In these vastly greater claims they have the oppor- 
tunity to strengthen that worthy precedent. The treaty of 
Guadalupe-Hidalgo, which wrested from Mexico about half of 
its territory, binds the two countries to attempt arbitration in 
the future before proceeding to hostilities. 

In addition to this debt and these claims, such a world disturb- 
ing factor as the petroleum controversy should be referred to 
some more impartial tribunal than our respective governments. 
Notwithstanding the preéminence of the United States in the 
Tampico oil fields, we should not assume that we alone can deter- 
mine the rights and wrongs of American investors there. Then, 
in addition, our petty border disputes, which keep the whole 
southwest in an ugly temper, and the periodic scares about Jap- 
anese activity in Mexico are potent causes for ill feeling that our 
press is only too ready to exaggerate. The Panama canal, too, 
with its tolls and fortifications—not to mention the circum- 
stances under which it was acquired —is a disturbing factor in 
inter-American relations. If we assume that we alone are com- 
petent to settle these questions, we show a reliance upon mil- 
itarism that, to say the least, is disquieting. If Mexico and its 
neighbors in Central America are to be relieved of the fear of 
their strong neighbor we must show them and show the world 
that in our diplomatic affairs, great and small, we rely on jus- 
tice and not on military prowess or an overflowing treasury; 
that we are willing to confess and redress past mistakes; that 
we will not demand for ourselves a free hand in settling contro- 
versies with our neighbors when we are unwilling to grant them 
a like privilege in respect to our own or other nations. This will 
be the Monroe doctrine of the future, whether recognized by a 
league of nations or not, if we are to demonstrate that our open 
hand is accompanied by an open mind. 

Perchance Mexico’s pressing wants can be met, her debts and 
claims settled, her concessions defined, and her border relations 
placed on a firm and friendly basis. These problems, even where 
they involve military danger, may be looked upon as temporary 
and, with due regard to all the interests involved, may be settled 
by such means as have been suggested above without recourse to 
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armed intervention. But even if these troublesome disputes are 
thus settled the real problem of Mexico will not be solved as long 
as the lower classes of its population remain as at present 
steeped in ignorance. Not until they are properly trained will 
the nation achieve unity or make the progress that its members 
and resources warrant. Ignorance, the result of continued de- 
pendency, is the age-long problem of Mexico, and the humble 
laborer who is handicapped by it demands from his more fortu- 
nate fellow countrymen and from outside friends in still larger 
measure patience, self-sacrifice, and immediate aid. 

The educational problem of Mexico is one that above all else 
calls for practical and hearty codperation. At the same time it 
involves little risk to the volunteer who offers it, even if he is an 
American. Our country cannot return to Mexico the hundreds 
of thousands of square miles of territory that we once took from 
her nor surrender any considerable number of recent commercial 
concessions, but we may with good reason return to the Mexican 
people in educational facilities some of the material debt we owe 
them. We obtained many of our territorial and commercial ad- 
vantages through their ignorance and inefficiency, rather than 
through our own expansive energy, and this forms an added 
reason for helping them to develop for themselves the territory 
and resources they still hold. Since four-fifths of the Mexican 
people are unable to read and write, they cannot achieve this 
development of themselves, neither can they hope to shut them- 
selves away from modern industrial and political forces. Many 
of them were living in what we may term the rawhide stage of 
culture when modern industrialism forced upon their land the 
use of steam and electricity and at the same time secured from 
their political leaders, often as ignorant as they, political and 
commercial concessions that the granters understood as little as 
they appreciated the intricate machinery of the new age. For- 
eign exploiters have too often preyed upon the ignorance of 
political leader and peon, and their actions have frequently in- 
volved their governments; we may well offer to do our part to 
bring about better conditions by lifting from the shoulders of 
the common people the weight of the prevailing illiteracy. This 
is the obvious service to which the willing heart of the American 
people should be directed. 
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At the same time our people must show more patience with 
the Mexicans and not press them unduly to adopt ways and 
means merely because they seem acceptable to us. In an educa- 
tional way the Mexicans have already done much for themselves. 
Working at one time through the church and later through the 
state, formerly relying on ecclesiastical methods and later ap- 
pealing to the dicta of positive philosophy, they have given a 
small group a real culture and some professional training. They 
have given a larger element a smattering in the three ‘‘R’s”’ and, 
as recent events have shown, some ability to follow new political 
and social propaganda. We must be willing to honor these 
achievements in the Mexicans and to aid their activities along 
lines that they have tested for themselves. For this reason some 
of the very first expenditures under the proposed foreign loan 
should be devoted to better salaries for teachers, better normal 
schools and better rural schools for the submerged majority. 

Even if our government or our financial interests should thus 
directly assist in the work of Mexican education, however, we 
should not as a people thereby fulfill our whole duty. Every per- 
son who in better times drew an income from Mexico owes the 
Mexican peon or the more pretentious toiler something besides 
his daily wage. American employers, be it said to their credit, 
have recognized this obligation in larger measure than other 
nationals. They have provided better buildings for their em- 
ployees, together with market places, schoolhouses, and places of 
entertainment. They have not only done these things but have 
insisted that their employees keep them decent and attractive. 
In some instances they have furnished teachers for the public 
schools and have contributed to other worthy causes without try- 
ing to exercise direct control, and in nearly every case the Mex- 
icans have responded well to these advances. Once instructed 
in the fundamentals of better living, they have learned to act for 
themselves and to take pride in reasonably good work. 

A still greater obligation, however, rests on the men who rep- 
resent our great corporations in Mexico. They have already ac- 
complished much in teaching their employees the fundamental 
operations of industry. They should now go further and pro- 
vide in each important center schools for technical and agricul- 
tural instruction and for the training of special teachers for 
public and private schools. The Mexican will not become the 
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farmer or mechanic that he should be until such training be- 
comes fairly general. Schools of a special type are necessary 
for giving this training and for instilling in these future leaders 
of shop or schoolroom proper moral principles and a wholesome 
respect for hard work. A prominent Mexican educator voiced 
this need when he said to the writer: ‘‘Would that there were 
a score of Hamptons and Tuskegees in my country.’’ The donor 
of such a school might never definitely measure his returns in 
dividends but the citizens of both countries could do so in in- 
creased good will, mutual understanding, and general pros- 
perity. 

Years ago one well-known American capitalist offered to 
found such a school, but was prevented by the overthrow of 
\ladero, who favored the plan. Recently, a conference of mis- 
sionary workers in Mexico determined to establish forthwith an 
institution of higher learning near the capital and appointed a 
committee of representative Americans and Mexicans to discuss 
ways and means, curricula, and boards of control. This move- 
ment has the full approval of those high in the government 
circles of both countries. The assurance of funds and of free- 
dom to aet, with reasonable security for life and property, are 
all that remain to make the project successful and to extend its 
scope to inelude college instruction. All real friends of Mexico 
approve the decision of these workers to adopt this definitive 
educational program in lieu of a narrow sectarian propaganda. 
It is in keeping with the spirit of unity recently displayed in 
plans for more extensive and more effective social service in all 
chureh work. 

Asa result of this policy of the open hand supplemented by an 
open mind and a willing heart, what may we reasonably expect? 
To return to the symbol suggested in the beginning, the man with 
the goad will gradually disappear and along with him will go the 
ox team and his patient burro. In their place will come the in- 
telligent farmer using the gasoline tractor on his own and his 
neighbor’s coveted land holdings, or the dependable operative 
skillfully guiding the implements of modern industry rather 
than painfully working with those his ancestors used from time 
immemorial. The gasoline launch and the automobile will re- 
place primitive methods of transportation, railroads will be re- 
paired and extended, and Mexico will become the abode of an 
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intelligent industrial and agricultural population. The man 
‘with the sword will also disappear. Intelligent discussion and 
peaceable elections will take the place of periodic revolution and 
the Mexican will in time learn to become a good loser or cease 
to press his victory too far. A living faith will replace affected 
unbelief and a definite social program will at length remove the 
ignorance, the superstition, and the fear accompanying outworn 
religious or political symbols. What is more to our purpose, 
the man from abroad will learn to speak softly and will utter 
encouragement in lieu of useless detraction. Uncle Sam will 
lay aside his big stick and with it his reputation as a fearsome 
land-grabber. He will show himself as a friend who codéperates 
rather than as a critic who issues useless ultimatums; one who 
is earnestly striving to put his own house in order, but who yet 
finds time to lend a hand to a needy neighbor. 

These changes will no doubt take time. We need time for in- 
telligent study and discussion of every phase of the Mexican 
question. We need time to put our own border in order and 
make it a demonstration school in international harmony. We 
need time to persuade our people to invest good will and ser- 
vice as well as surplus capital in the upbuilding of Mexico and 
to allow these investments to work out their full results. As for 
those across the border, the time needed seems almost endless. 
For four hundred years the Spaniard and his creole descendant 
have been working on this problem and they seem hardly to have 
made a respectable beginning. Without condemning them for 
what in human nature was impossible, let us stand ready to give 
to the patriotic Mexican of the present day that patient codper- 
ation by which alone we can help him solve his problems. At 
present the Mexicans seem to need us more than we need them, 
but through our attitude toward them we may best influence our 
southern neighbors with the true pan-American spirit. Further- 
more, let us remember that the springs of wealth in Mexico are 
largely unused and in the better days to come its wonderful re- 
sources may well supplement our own in the common task of 
world betterment. 


Tsaac JosLtin Cox 
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THE ATTITUDE OF SWEDISH AMERICANS TOWARD 
THE WORLD WAR 


Up to the time of the entrance of the United States into the 
world war American citizens, speaking generally, were divided 
into three groups, more or less exclusive. There were those who 
were frankly pro-ally, willing and anxious that their govern- 
ment should assume the obligations of a belligerent on the side 
of the nations which were fighting to overcome the ambitions of 
German autocracy and militarism. The second group was com- 
posed of pro-Germans, who, realizing the insuperable obstacles 
to the active participation of America in a war against Great 
Britain and France, sought to discredit the foreign policy of the 
administration by branding it unneutral and un-American. Their 
attitude may be stated in the words of Mr. Kuno Francke: ‘‘One 
may be a good American and yet venture to think that the par- 
ticular way in which the President has attacked this problem 
has been unfortunate. One may be a good American and yet be- 
lieve that it would have been better if the President, instead of 
putting the whole blame for this ferocious warfare upon Ger- 
many, had held both England and Germany to account for it.’’ 
The third element was made up largely of people who, although 
not indifferent to the outcome of the great struggle, regarded it 
as the culmination of a fierce commercial, colonial, and racial 
rivalry between the powers, in which America was not primarily 
concerned. Not a few in this group admired the idealism of the 
peace-loving president, in contrast with his partisan critics, and 
prayed that his efforts to keep us out of war might succeed. 
Others, deploring his policy with reference to the German sub- 
marine warfare and the exportation of munitions of war as mor- 
ally wrong and as bound to draw us into war, favored an em- 
bargo on munitions and a resolution warning our citizens off the 
ships of belligerents. To their way of thinking the British 
blockade and the German submarine warfare were interlocked, 
the illegality and barbarity of the two differing only in degree. 









































































































80 G. M. Stephenson M. V.H. A. 


-While undoubtedly the pacifists were an important element in 
this third group, the attitude of the great majority must be ex- 
plained, not on pacifistic grounds, but in the firm belief that this 
was not America’s war and that America could serve herself and 
humanity best by remaining neutral. 

At this time it would be mere conjecture to venture an asser- 
tion as to the relative strength of the pro-ally sympathizers and 
the pro-Germans in the last group. It is the writer’s opinion 
that the latter predominated. Be that as it may, if the above 
classification is reasonably accurate, it will be seen that the mo- 
tives underlying the attitude of the respective groups were fun- 
damentally different, whatever may have been the practical ef- 
fect of their proposals. The first and second groups would have 
their government embark on a policy which would strain every 
possible resource to the advantage either of the allies or of the 
central powers. In the one case, America would become a bellig- 
erent in fact and name; in the other, under a different concep- 
tion of neutrality, America would give aid and comfort to Ger- 
many. The attitude of the third group, in theory at least, was 
less partisan. 

With this approach to a brief study of the attitude of Ameri- 
cans of Swedish birth and antecedents toward the world war, it 
may be stated that they fall chiefly within the third group. It 
can hardly be questioned that the great majority individually 
sympathized with Germany, but it is equally certain that, with 
relatively few exceptions, they desired above all things that 
America should remain neutral and would have opposed with 
equal emphasis a war to be waged in behalf of Germany. 

The effort to understand and explain this attitude must take 
into account the two radically different types of Swedish immi- 
gration.’ The earlier immigration was mainly of a family type, 
made up of farmers and agricultural laborers whose tendencies 
were strongly conservative. The greater part of the Swedish 
population in the western states, particularly in Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, is 

1Isaac A. Hourwich, Immigration and labor. The economic aspects of European 
immigration to the United States (New York, 1912), 15, 16, 206; Frank J. Warne, 


The immigrant invasion (New York, 1913), 127, 128; Carl Sundbeek, Svensk-Amer- 
tkanerna (Rock Island, Illinois, 1904), 72 ff. 
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rural, peaceful, law-abiding, and conservative, and was ardently 
opposed to the declaration of war. The recent arrivals from 
Sweden — those who have come within the last twenty-five years 
—are more largely industrial laborers and workers skilled in 
various trades, rather strongly tinged with socialism and op- 
posed to war on any grounds. They are not farmers, but car- 
penters, painters, machinists, electricians, and iron and steel 
workers, many of whom have settled in the cities of the east. 

When the lowering war clouds unloosed their fury on Europe 
in those fateful days of August, 1914, there was scarcely a Swede 
in this country who did not ask himself: What will be the fate 
of Sweden, now that the great powers are flying at each other’s 
throats? All the hatred and fear of Russia latent in the Swed- 
ish breast flamed out. An editorial in Minnesota Stats Tidning,’ 
perhaps the most influential paper in the northwest, reflected this 
feeling. ‘‘Russia is Sweden’s traditional enemy, the most treach- 
erous and deceitful of all nations. If our Fatherland cannot 
remain neutral, an alliance with Germany is the most natural 
thing, since Sweden has so much in common with her — religion 
and culture, science and religion . . . For this reason Ger- 
many is a friend of Sweden; while history testifies to the fact 
that Russia has never been friendly except when her selfish in- 
terests could be advanced. It would be better to form an alli- 
ance with Germany than with Russia, with the knout or Siberia 
as possibilities for the future.’’ 

The editorials of this ardently pro-German paper during the 
first months of the war voiced the traditional Swedish hatred of 
Russia, which in the years immediately preceding the outbreak 
of the war had been fanned into fury by the anti-Russian 
propaganda of the famous explorer Sven Hedin.* For years it 
had been known that Sweden was overrun by Russian spies, and 
when, in January, 1912, Hedin published his Word of warning 
exposing the Russian designs, its success was instantaneous. 
Over a million copies were sold. The revelations of the next 

2 Minnesota Stats Tidning, August 12, 1914. Compare editorial comments in 
Hemlandet (Chicago), Svenska Kuriren (Chicago), and Svea (Worcester, Massa- 


chusetts), in Svea, August 12, 1914, 


’T, Lothrop Stoddard, ‘‘The Scandinavian revival and the war,’’ in Atlantic 
monthly, 115: 408 ff. 
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two years were even more startling and seemed to prove beyond 
a shadow of doubt that Sven Hedin was right. The investiga- 
tions of the Swedish secret service laid bare a most astounding 
net of intrigue. The finger of suspicion pointed at no less a 
personage than the Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna, wife of the 
Duke of Sédermanland, second son of King Gustaf. Seldom 
has any country witnessed such a spontaneous outburst of pa- 
triotic feeling when the facts became known. Thirty thousand 
peasants, representing the sturdiest and most conservative ele- 
ment of the population, marched through the streets of the capi- 
tal to the king’s palace, where they presented a petition praying 
that the country be properly safeguarded against aggression. 
The women also spoke in no uncertain tone when three hundred 
thousand of their number petitioned the king to establish uni- 
versal, long-term military service. 

The information about the dark outlook for the homeland was 
disseminated among its sons in America through the columns of 
the Swedish-American press on the eve of the great war.‘ It 
was a riddle to many why England fought on the side of perfidi- 
ous Russia. To those with anti-English prejudices — and they 
were numerous —the solution was quite obvious. ‘‘ Without 
doubt England’s resolve to fight Germany was not a sudden re- 
solve,’’ wrote the editor of Minnesota Stats Tidning, ‘‘but the 
result of many years of planning and scheming. Without the 
assurance of help from England, Russia would not have risked 
a war with Germany, and the war would hardly have come. So 
far as Russia and Germany are concerned, the war is a struggle 
of races, but it is surprising to find England in alliance with 
Russia against Germany. The only explanation is that England 
was guided as little by idealism now as formerly. Had she been 
guided thus she would have refrained from an alliance with 
Russia, and the war would have been avoided. England’s mo- 
tives, now as in the past, are wholly selfish.’’ ° 


4Svea and Nordstjernan (New York) received contributions for a fund to 
assist Sweden in financing a program of military defense. The response to the 
appeals of the editors, however, was disappointing. See issues for July and August, 
1914. 

5 Minnesota Stats Tidning, August 26, 1914. The Swedish press as a whole, al- 
though not absolving Germany from all responsibility for the war, accepted the 
struggle as the inevitable outcome of the mutual suspicion and fear prevailing 
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The feeling that Germany was the champion of Protestantism 
and Teutonic civilization against Catholicism and the Slavic 
peril was especially strong among the Swedish Lutheran 
clergy,® although from the very beginning there were prominent 
clergymen who took sharp issue, insisting that Lutheranism had 
nothing to gain from a German victory; that the Prussian state 
church was anything but Lutheran; that Protestant Germany 
was a hotbed of rationalism and higher criticism; that in a 
union of Germany and Austria Catholicism was in a powerful 
majority ; and that even before the war the Lutheran church was 
unable to present a united front against the church of Rome.’ 
It was not, however, until after America had formally accepted 
the challenge of Germany, when the menace of a central Europe 
dominated by men whose philosophy was ‘‘might makes right’’ 
was laid bare, that men of all creeds became convinced that 
civilization had nothing to gain and everything to lose by the 
victory of German arms. 

While it is a fact that among the Swedish Americans who have 
formed church connections the largest number are members of 
the Lutheran church or Lutherans in sympathy, there is, contrary 
to prevailing opinion, little genuine sympathy between the Swed- 
ish and German synods of the Lutheran church in this country. 
The piety and devotionalism of the early Swedish immigrants 
have asserted themselves in the attitude which the Swedish 
Lutheran Augustana synod has assumed toward the German 
bodies. The policy of this organization with reference to a 
Lutheran merger has been, up to the present time, one of oppo- 
sition. At bottom it is a conflict between pietism and the so- 
between Germany and the powers of the triple entente. Svea (August 12, 1914) 
deplored the fact that freedom-loving England felt it necessary to fight on the side 
of Russia, but admitted that her treaty bound her to take action. During the first 
months of the war Nordstjernan sought to regard the situation in the large, but 
waxed sarcastic over Czar Nicholas’ condemnation of the German method of warfare, 


recalling the bloody scenes at Kiev, Kishenef, and at St. Petersburg. See issue of 
September 15, 1914. 

6 Editorial signed ‘‘J. B. A. L.,’’ in Duluth Posten, August 28, 1914; ‘‘P. A. M.,’’ 
in Minnesota Stats Tidning, August 19, 1914; ibid., September 2, 1914; Lindsborgs- 
Posten (Lindsborg, Kansas), August 12, 1914. Compare Svea, August 12, 1914. 

7 Article by Reverend Adolf Hult of Omaha, in Lindsborgs-Posten, September 23, 
1914; editorial, ‘‘The war and the Lutheran chureh,’’ in Lutheran Companion (Rock 
Island, Illinois), June 2, 1917. 
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called worldliness of the church. Racial antipathy and the fear 
that the Augustana synod will be swallowed up in a united church 
must be taken into account, but the German doctrine of ‘‘person- 
al liberty,’’ with its liberal attitude toward the liquor question 
and sabbath observance, is extremely repulsive to the puritanical 
scruples strongly ingrained in the Swedish nature. 

The strongly pro-German sympathies of the Swedish Lutheran 
clergymen, a number of whom were educated in Sweden, was an 
important influence in molding the sentiment of their parish- 
ioners.* Almost without exception staunch upholders of Amer- 
ican principles, they are as a body conservative to the last de- 
gree. Their rigid adherence to the principle of the separation of 
church and state and their scruples against the discussion of sec- 
ular matters during the hours of worship reflected rather un- 
favorably on the loyalty of their church in the eyes of many, who 
mistook the refusal of some ministers to open their churches to 
the ‘‘four-minute-men’’ and to read from their pulpits certain 
announcements ‘emanating from the government and patriotic 
organizations, for a lack of sympathy with the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the war. There were cases of clear disloyalty,® but, hap- 
pily, they were few, and in every instance were unequivocally 
condemned by the individual congregations and by the synod 
and conference of which they were units. 

The sympathy of the Swedish American press was about 
equally divided between the allies and the central powers. The 
most influential and widely-read paper, Svenska Amerikanaren, 
published at Chicago, was from the first pro-ally, although it 
consistently opposed America’s entry into the war at every 
crisis in its relations with Germany (except at the time of the 

8It would be a mistake to suppose that the opposition to the war was confined to 
the Swedish Lutherans. See a telegram signed by twelve ‘‘ Mission Friend’’ pastors 
at Minneapolis, April 3, 1917. ‘‘Humanity can not be helped nor our rights and 
honor vindicated by dragging our country into the war in order to help one violator 
of international law and American rights punish the other. This view is held widely 
by those with whom we come into contact.’’ Congressional record, 65 congress, 
1 session, 365. See also resolution of the Swedish Tabernacle church of Minneapolis, 


April 2, 1917, ibid., and petition signed by the secretary of the First Swedish Baptist 
church of Topeka, Kansas, April 4, 1917, ibid., 65 congress, 1 session, 510. 

9 Open letter of Victor L. Johnson, director of public safety for Chisago county, 
Minnesota, to Judge John F. McGee, in Minneapolis Journal, April 23, 1918; 
‘“Observer’’ to St. Paul Dispatch, August 9, 1918. 
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rupture of diplomatic relations), as did the Swedish press, with 
few exceptions. The first editorial of this paper put the re- 
sponsibility for the war where it rightfully belonged.*® Com- 
menting on the position of Sweden, it affirmed that if Sweden 
had to choose between Russia and Germany, there would be no 
question as to its choice; but the struggle was between Germany 
and Russia, France, and England, and the Scandinavian penin- 
sula would find greater protection from the triple entente than 
from the triple alliance. An editorial some weeks later set forth 
the friendly feeling which had developed since the outbreak of 
the war as the result of Russian appreciation of the kindly treat- 
ment accorded in Sweden to the Russian refugees from Ger- 
many. The editor also was unsparing in condemnation of the 
German conduct of warfare in Belgium.’? 

From the time when the relations between the United States 
and Germany became strained, in February, 1915, to the decla- 
ration of war by congress in April, 1917, except during the pres- 
idential campaign, the Swedish press reflected rather faithfully 
the sentiments of the Swedish population. In common with the 
great mass of American citizens and the majority of newspapers, 
excepting, of course, the German language press, the Swedish 
editors were disposed to trust President Wilson, recognizing the 
difficult task which confronted him. 

Commenting on the president’s note of February 10, 1915, 
warning the imperial German government that if commanders 
of German war vessels should destroy on the high seas an Amer- 
ican vessel or the lives of American citizens, the government of 
the United States would be constrained to hold it strictly to 
account, Minnesota Stats Tidning contrasted the American notes 
to Germany and Great Britain.** The language to the former 

10 Svenska Amerikanaren, August 13, 1914. 

11 Ibid., September 24, 1914. 

12 Ibid., September 3, 17, 1914. 

13 Minnesota Stats Tidning, February 24, 1915. The editor of Nordstjernan 
said that the state department must tread warily, meeting each situation as it arose. 
Although international law was on its side, America ought to try to remain neutral 
for its own sake as well as for the sake of Europe. The policy of Great Britain and 
Germany should be protested with equal emphasis. It was no worse to starve whole 
nations than to use dumdum bullets, submarines and Zeppelins. These things have 


happened in war; they cannot be defended, but they can be explained. Issues of 
February 19, 26, and March 5, 1915. See also Lindsborgs-Posten, March 10, 1915. 
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was sharp and threatening, while to Great Britain it was un- 
usually polite and friendly. The editor admitted, however, that 
America’s situation was difficult, that the government had done 
fairly well under the circumstances, and that it might become 
necessary for America to abandon diplomatic warfare in favor 
of more vigorous measures.** The pro-ally Svenska Ameri- 
kanaren Hemlandet was disposed to lay not more than half the 
blame on Germany, England sharing the other half.” 

In the exciting days after Germany had horrified the world by 
sending a torpedo crashing into the Lusitania on May 7, 1915, 
causing the death of nearly twelve hundred men, women, and 
children, of whom one hundred and two were Americans, the 
Swedish press as a whole joined with the pro-ally papers in con- 
demning the crime, asserting that the president was right in call- 
ing Germany to account, but at the same time belittling the dan- 
ger of war.’® Germany was expected to yield, but in the event 
that it did not, the great distance between the two countries pre- 
vented the possibility of their actually coming to blows. Min- 
nesota Stats Tidning, now as formerly, dragged forth the Rus- 
sian bogey.’” No one believed it possible that the United States 
could ally itself with England on the sea and thereby become 
an ally of Russia. Svenska Folkets Tidning, printed at Minne- 
apolis, published a ringing editorial in English: ‘‘As long as 
Roosevelt was president we stood by him and even admired him, 
but since he became dictator and agitator, we have no regard for 
him. We thank God that he is not president now, during these 























14 Minnesota Stats Tidning, April 14, 1915. 
15 Svenska Amerikanaren Hemlandet, February 25, 1915. 
16 Minnesota Stats Tidning, May 19, 26, 1915; Svenska Folkets Tidning (Minne- 
apolis), May 12, 1915; Svenska Amerikanaren Hemlandet, May 20, 1915. Svea 
(May 12, 1915) defended Germany’s action, but deplored the loss of life. ‘‘ We 
would like to recall to life every one of those who perished in the waves when the 
German torpedo . . . sank the Lusitania, if it were possible . . .. But we 
would not limit ourselves to the 1500 Lusitania dead. We would like to give life 
to the millions who have been sacrificed on the altar of war . . . We must not be 
one-sided . . . We must see the events of the war in their proper setting 
Therefore we must admit that the sinking of the Lusitania was an act of 
war . . . It was damnable; yes, Satanic, but not more so than the whole war.’’ 
‘‘The whole war is a great crime against mankind,’’ commented Lindsborgs-Posten, 
May 19, 1915, ‘‘For this reason one belligerent can scarcely be branded more 
criminal than the other.’’ 
17 Minnesota Stats Tidning, May 19, 1915. 
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troublesome times. If a poor foreigner had written such articles 
as Roosevelt has written lately in the magazines, then Roosevelt 
himself would declare war against such foreigner. . . Wood- 
row Wilson is doing what is right and what is best for the citi- 
zens of the United States.’’** The editor thought it fortunate 
that congress was not in session, for America desired above all 
peace and indorsed the president’s plans and policies. 

After the country had calmed down somewhat, the tone of the 
Swedish press became increasingly hostile to Great Britain and 
rather skeptical of Mr. Wilson’s policy. The tendency was to 
stigmatize our neutrality as technical, while practically Amer- 
ican citizens were aiding the allies by taking advantage of the 
legal, though doubtful moral, right to profit by the war by sell- 
ing arms and munitions.*® England’s interference with the 
rights of neutrals ought not to be tolerated any more than Ger- 
many’s.*° The personal seasoning in the editorials became more 
pronounced, perhaps for the reason that the Swedish editor 


18 Svenska Folkets Tidning, May 19, 1915. Compare Svea, May 19, 1915. 

19 Veckobladet (Minneapolis), May 18, 1915;Svenska Folkets Tidning, June 2 and 
December 22, 1915. Nordstjernan (April 13, 1915) published a full page advertise- 
ment signed by editors of foreign papers, protesting against the export of arms and 
ammunition. Eighteen Swedish papers, published in all parts of the country, were 
listed. The advertisement was headed: ‘‘Let us mitigate the suffering of mankind 
and preserve life, rather than help to destroy it.’’ 

20 Svenska Folkets Tidning, June 30, 1915. An editorial in Svea, January 26, 
1916, headed ‘‘ The neutrality we like,’’ declared: ‘‘The Swedish people of America 
are good Americans. But, knowing what their old fatherland does, it is only natural 
that they think that our own American government ought to be able to show the 
same strictness and independence as Sweden. The neutrality of Sweden has been set 
up as an example for the rest of the world. It is the neutrality we like. We, 
Swedish-Americans, have followed it from the beginning of the war. We are per- 
haps a little more familiar with it than others. We will never forget our beautiful 
Sweden, but still we are to be found among the most patriotic Americans, and we do 
not want to see the United States, that great country that used to ring with the great 
American spirit, as a poor second in any event to any other nation in the world. 
We want the government of this country to guard the independence and neutrality 
of this country with the same carefulness and the same manliness as shown by the 
Swedish government. We are, as a matter of fact, surprised to see the small country 
of Sweden leading.’’ Svea from January 19 to March 1, 1916, published a large 
number of letters from its readers in New England protesting against the exporta- 
tion of munitions. Lindsborgs-Posten (May 3, 1915) thought it would be a great 
misfortune if America should ally itself with Great Britain. ‘‘If America remains 
calm a few months longer, in the sure conviction that Germany and England will 
cease warfare, war will be avoided.’’ 
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wrote with a pile of foreign mail before him which bore the un- 
mistakable evidence of the activity of the British censorship.” 

During the months of March, April, and May, 1916, when the 
renewal of unrestricted submarine warfare culminated in the 
American ultimatum of April 18, the president acted without the 
indorsement of the Swedish Americans. The prevailing senti- 
ment was undoubtedly that, although American rights had been 
flouted by Germany, at times it might be inadvisable to exercise 
those rights, especially in view of America’s toleration of Great 
Britain’s violation of international law and the fact that the pol- 
icy of the government of the United States was at variance with 
the opinion of the majority of its citizens.** It was unjust to 
write mild protests to the allies and to hurl ultimatums at Ger- 
many.** The sneering tone about the humanitarian pretensions 
of the United States in the German reply was not exactly dis- 
tasteful.** The United States government ought to take into 
account the fact that the German submarine warfare and the so- 
called blockades were interlocked, and that the willingness of 
Germany to abjure the destruction of merchant ships made it 
incumbent on Great Britain to stop its interference with lawful 
neutral trade. 

The character of the presidential campaign conducted by the 
democratic and republican parties renders the historian reluc- 
tant to make generalizations, especially with the meager and un- 
satisfactory data available. The ‘‘pussyfooting’’ of the candi- 
date of one party and the extravagant efforts of the politicians 
of the other to smear the issues baffle the investigator who seeks 
to single out the ‘‘decisive issue’’ and to determine the line-up 
of the voters. So far as the Swedish voters were concerned, 
doubtless the factors which determined their decisions varied 
with the conditions of a given section and locality, as they did 
in the case of other voters. Despite the almost incurable inclina- 


21 Svenska Amerikanaren Hemlandet, July 1, 1915. 

22 Svenska Amerikanaren, March 2, 1916; Nordstjernan, April 25, 28, 1916. 

23 Svenska Folkets Tidning, April 19, 1916; Minnesota Stats Tidning, May 3, 1916; 
Duluth Posten, May 5, 1916. 

24 Nordstjernan, May 2, 1916; Svenska Kuriren, quoted in Duluth Posten, April 
28, 1916; ibid., May 5, 1916; Svenska Folkets Tidning, May 10, 1916; Svea, April 
26, May 10, 17, 1916. 
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tion of the Swedes to vote the republican national ticket ** and an 
instinetive horror of ‘‘democratic hard times,’’ it seems to be a 
fact that the evident reluctance of President Wilson to lead the 
nation into war won the majority over to his support. Roose- 
velt, once the idol of the Swedes, had fallen, and his bitter at- 
tacks on the president only served to confirm their belief in the 
peaceful intentions of the latter. The rock-ribbed republican 
state of Minnesota, apostate only once in a presidential election, 
when the progressive candidate won it away, returned to the 
republican fold only by the defection of the democratic strong- 
holds in Stearns and McLeod counties, where the German 
tongue was decidedly more familiar and popular than the lan- 
guage of England. 

The dramatic resignation of Mr. Bryan from the state port- 
folio at the time of the Lusitania crisis won him the warm ap- 
a plause of the Swedish voters, who exactly twenty years before 
: had called his free silver heresy the child of a disordered brain.”° 
: Mr. Bryan’s action at the time undoubtedly shook their con- 
fidence in Mr. Wilson. On the other hand, the fact that a man 
who had the courage of his convictions and who was known the 
world over as an apostle of peace supported the president for 
reélection bore a significance not to be passed over lightly. 

The speeches of Judge Hughes in the west and northwest left 
a distinetly unfavorable impression, judging by the editorials in 
the republican press. His failure to outline a clean-cut foreign 
policy, contrasted with Mr. Roosevelt’s sledge-hammer blows 
directed at Germany and President Wilson’s ‘‘flabby’’ foreign 
policy, repelled many sincere lovers of peace. The opponents 
of war, instead of criticising the ‘‘flabbiness”’ of the president’s 
policy, found fault with his unyielding attitude toward Germany. 
Neither did they favor severing diplomatic relations with Great 
Britain, a possibility hinted at in Mr. Hughes’s speeches and in 


2° Kendrie C. Babeock, The Scandinavian element in the United States (University 
of Illinois studies in the social sciences, vol. 3, no. 3 — Urbana, Illinois, 1914), 165 ff. 


26 Svenska Folkets Tidning, June 16, 1915; communications to Svenska Amerikan- 
aren, especially March 3, April 11, 20, 27, November 9, 1916; Omaha Posten and 
Svenska Tribunen-Nyheter, quoted in Svea, June 23, 1915; ibid., June 16, 1915. 
Nordstjernan, June 15, 1915, professed to be unable to understand why Mr. Bryan 
a did not refuse to sign the first note, since the second note was more moderate and 
a opened the doors wider for an amicable settlement than the first. 
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republican campaign literature. America, in their opinion, 
ought to gather in her skirts and avoid trouble with both groups 
of belligerents. 
The Swedish press generally remained true to its traditions 
and threw its influence in favor of the republican candidate, con- 
fining itself to general statements — that Mr. Hughes was a man 
of the people, opposed to war, in favor of preparedness, and 
certain to embark on a wise foreign policy.*” The republican 
bait to catch Swedish votes was featured in an English editorial 
in Svenska Folkets Tidning, probably inspired and paid for by 
the republican campaign committee.** ‘‘We Scandinavians 
know enough to convince us that our present democratic govern- 
ment has not been neutral; if it had been, it would not have let 
Great Britain open our mail, nor would it let any government 
confiscate our people, cargo, and steamers. For four years we 
have had a democratic president, a democratic congress, and a 
democratic senate. It would have been very easy, as well as 
human and right, to put an embargo on all exportation of am- 
munition. If that had been done at the beginning of the war, it 
is generally agreed that the war would have been settled a long 
time ago. . . The only excuse the foolish Democrats give, 
was that we could not have been able to buy ammunition from 
other countries, in case we should be dragged into war. How 
absurd and ridiculous! Not one of the warring countries would 
be able to help us with ammunition.’’ 
During the weeks intervening between the rupture of diplo- 
matic relations on February 3 and the formal declaration of a 
state of war on April 6, 1917, when the nation was drifting into 
war, the state of mind of the Swedish population was most un- 
comfortable.” The ominous significance of the peace proposals 
from Potsdam, followed by the president’s peace note and ad- 
dress to the senate, was lost on the mind of the average citizen. 
It was difficult to understand how the man who had ‘‘kept us out 
of war’’ could lead this peace-loving nation into the maddest 
27 Svenska Folkets Tidning, June 14, July 19, 1916; Minnesota Stats Tidning, 
October 4, 1916; Nordstjernan, quoted in Duluth Posten, June 23, 1916. 
28 Svenska Folkets Tidning, October 18, 1916. 
29 The poll of voters in Minneapolis taken by Congressman Ernest Lundeen resulted 


in 8,000 against war and 800 in favor of it. Congressional record, 65 congress, 1 
session, 366. 
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carnival of blood in human history. That the president sensed 
the inmost thoughts of his fellow citizens is the only explanation 
of his caution, for his own mind was settled. 

The Swedish press was divided on the president’s measures, 
but was practically unanimous in urging unqualified loyalty to 
the government in the event of war. There was, however, no 
little dissatisfaction, particularly in the socialist papers, with 
the tendency to repress the free expression of opinion.*® ‘‘ Amer- 
ican workmen are certainly within their rights when they con- 
sider themselves too good to die for the crimes of other na- 
tions,’’ declared Svenska Tribunen-Nyheter, a Chicago paper. 
‘‘They have the right to use their influence to prevent the en- 
trance of the United States into the war, and they have the 
majority of the people back of them.’’ * 

The editorial writer of the organ of the Augustana synod, 
Augustana, published at Rock Island, Lllinois, voiced the senti- 
ment of its constituency and of several other Swedish papers in 
attributing what war sentiment there was to the propaganda of 
a few ecapitalists.** In the event of a declaration of war, how- 
ever, the government must have the undivided support of all cit- 
izens. The English organ of this body, the Lutheran Companion, 
whose editor was born in Sweden, had been staunchly pro-ally 
and pro-Wilson, and gave hearty support to the war program. 
Svenska Amerikanaren also was convinced that the conduct of 
Germany made war inevitable.** Before the declaration of war, 
Minnesota Stats Tidning insisted that the relation of our gov- 
ernment to the belligerents had been peculiar, and fastened all 
the responsibility for the submarine warfare on Germany, but 
after the war was a reality, it counseled its readers to show their 
loyalty, whether they were born here or elsewhere.* 

It is not within the province of this paper to recite the part of 


30 Duluth Posten, March 16, 1917; Oregon Posten, quoted ibid. 

31 Svenska Tribunen-Nyheter, quoted in Duluth Posten, March 23, 1917. 

82 Augustana, quoted in Duluth Posten, March 23, 1917. See issues of Duluth 
Posten throughout February and March, 1917, especially issue of March 2, quoting 
Sdndebud (Minneapolis), and issue of March 23, quoting Svenska Amerikanska 
Vestern. 

88 Svenska Amerikanaren, April 12, 1917. 

54 Minnesota Stats Tidning, February 14, 1917. 

85 Ibid., April 11, 1917. 
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the Swedish Americans in the nation’s war to make the world 
safe for democracy. With marvelously few exceptions, after 
some weeks of passive acquiescence they caught the spirit so 
nobly expressed in the president’s message, and dedicated their 
lives and fortunes to the principles that gave America its birth 
and happiness and the peace which it has treasured. 

The Swedes in common with the majority of their fellow cit- 
izens opposed the declaration of war, but the mere fact that their 
government had made the momentous decision was the signal 
for submission to its sovereign will; and when the issues at stake 
were explained to them, as they were by a systematic campaign 
of education, the response to the call of duty was as whole-souled 
and hearty as it was from those whose ancestors came from 
England. 

A loyalty campaign is as successful as its leaders are judicious 
and tactful. Throughout our history the influx of immigrants, 
unacquainted with the customs, traditions, and language of the 
country, has awakened misgivings among certain individuals 
who fail to take into account the natural inclination of aliens to 
settle in communities where they can enjoy the fellowship of 
those whose customs and language are their own. Moreover, a 
small minority of foreigners come with exaggerated ideas about 
American conditions. Failing to find a utopia and meeting with 
difficulties in their new environment, they resort to carping crit- 
icism of all things American. Unaccustomed to American polit- 
ical methods and having common interests, they constitute a 
political faction whose demands are urged upon party leaders. 
Here is a political group held together by a foreign language. 
This is indeed irritating to native Americans. It is easy to 
brand all measures indorsed by the foreign-born, of whatever 
nationality, un-American and even disloyal. 

The foreign-born, on the other hand, insist that their citizen- 
ship entitles them to a free expression of their opinions. The 
Swedes resented the demands that they pledge their loyalty just 


6 Augustana college, among the colleges, boasted the largest percentage of volun- 
teers, as did Chisago county, Minnesota, with a preponderance of Swedish citizens, 
among the counties. The proverbial industry and domestic virtues of the Seandi- 
navian women won for the Scandinavian Red Cross units the very highest praise. 
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because they conducted religious worship in a language unintel- 
ligible to the majority of citizens. They resented especially the 
campaign against the foreign language press and the efforts to 
suppress religious worship in a foreign tongue.*” In the state 
of Iowa, to cite a specific instance, the patriotic zeal of the gov- 
ernor, Who on his own responsibility issued a proclamation for- 
bidding public worship in a foreign tongue, defeated its purpose 
by arousing a spirit of opposition to the government.* Its effect 
was purely negative: it united the various racial groups, regard- 
less of previous sympathies, in a determination to withstand the 
assault on what they believed to be their rights. Parenthetically 
it may be added that, aside from the matter of loyalty, the effect 
of the governor’s proclamation was salutary in that many con- 
gregations, which were ready to adopt the English language but 
which were prevented from doing so by the conservatives, have 
continued the use of English, at least in a number of services. 
The Swedes have always been considered desirable additions 
to American citizenry, perhaps for the reason that they leave a 
less noticeable trace in the fabric of our society than any other 
non-Knglish-speaking stock. Their spirit, if not their costume 
and language, is American before they bid farewell to their 
friends at home. While their love for America does not crowd 
out the sentimental attachment to their native land, the vast dif- 
ference between their condition in Sweden and in the land of 
freedom and opportunity is always green in their memory. They 
have been trained to industry, frugality, and manly self-reliance 
by the free institutions and scant resources of their native land. 
‘‘The Chicago papers, at the time of the trial of the anarchists, 
complimented the Scandinavians of the West on their law-abid- 
ing spirit,’’ writes Mr. H. H. Boyeson, ‘‘and the counsel for the 
accused emphasized the compliment by requesting that no Scan- 
dinavians should be accepted on the jury. He declared his in- 
*7 Duluth Posten, October 27, 1916; June 15, July 7, and August 31, 1917; 
Augustana, April 3, 1919; Veckobladet (Minneapolis), June 5, July 24, 1917; 
Minnesota Stats Tidning, March 26, 1919; compare Hans Mattson, Reminiscences ; 


the story of an emigrant (St. Paul, 1892), 299, 300; Daniel Gottfrid, ‘‘ Nationalism 
vs. provineialism,’’ in Lutheran Companion, March 31, 1917. 


88 Austin P. Haines, ‘‘ Borrowing with a club,’’ in New republic, 18: 273 ff.; 
Duluth Posten, April 4, 1917; Reverend F. J. Ellman, in Augustana, April 10, 1919. 
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tention to challenge any talesman of Norse blood on the mere 
ground of his nativity.’’ * 
‘‘In temperament, early training, and ideals, the Scandina- 
vians more nearly approach the American type than any other 
class of immigrants, except those from Great Britain,’’ writes 
Mr. Kendriec C. Babeock. ‘‘In such features as adaptability and 
loyalty without reservation, no exceptions need be made. 
They are in the United States as citizens to become thoroly 
and loyally American. . . In politics and in war they have 
evidenced their ability to stand side by side with the native-born 
of New England, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana, and, with 
real faithfulness and efficiency to fill such places, low or high, as 
shall be opened to them. . . All three Northern peoples are 
particularly free from traditional ties and sentimental attach- 
ments binding them to mother countries. . . Even the pros- 
pect of war between Norway and Sweden, when the former dis- 
solved the Dual Monarchy, did not profoundly stir the Swedes 
or Norwegians in the Northwest; and had war broken out all 
the recruits from America could probably have been shipped 
across the Atlantic in one voyage of a small steamship.’’ *° 
Grorce M. STEPHENSON 
Untiversity or Minnesota 
Mriyneapouis, Minnesota 
89 H. H. Boyeson, ‘‘The Scandinavians in the United States,’’ in North Ameri- 
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40 Babeock, The Scandinavian element in the United States, 179 ff. 
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TEXAS AND THE PRESERVATION OF WAR HISTORY 
MATERIALS 


The Texas war records collection organization is the creation, 
not of the state legislature, but of the board of regents of the 
University of Texas. On October 8, 1918, the writer, in a con- 
versation with the chairman of the school of history, proposed 
the establishment by the university of an agency for the collec- 
tion, cataloguing, and preservation of the war records of the 
state of Texas. The school of history, on October 12, approved 
the suggestion and decided to recommend the appropriation of a 
sum of money for such an agency. A committee was appointed 
at the same time to confer with President Vinson of the universi- 
ty. An informal conference was held with Mr. Vinson on Oc- 
tober 13, 1918, during which the president expressed his general 
approval of the plan proposed and suggested that the recommen- 
dation of the school of history, accompanied by a brief state- 
ment describing the proposed organization, objects, and proce- 
dure, with an estimate of the expenditure necessary for the year, 
be submitted to him in writing. On October 15 such a written 
statement was made, including a recommendation for the appro- 
priation of $7,500 for the fiscal year ending September 1, 1919, 
and an estimate of $7,600 a year, September 1, 1919, to Septem- 
ber 1, 1921. On October 22 the board of regents, upon the recom- 
mendation of the president, appropriated $7,500 for the collec- 
tion and preservation of the Texas war records, and appointed 
the present writer as director. In the same session, the board 
appropriated, upon the recommendation of the librarian, $5,000 
for general war material. This sum was to be expended under 
the direction of the director of the Texas war records collection. 

Besides the university, there are just two other agencies in 
the state that might have appropriately undertaken this work. 
One is the state library, and the other the state historical associa- 
tion. The state library in 1918 had no funds available for this 
purpose and presumably could not obtain any before September 
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1, 1919, even if the administration desired to engage in this ac- 
tivity. The Texas state historical association is a private organ- 
ization with barely sufficient funds to publish its quarterly, 
Consequently, if the university had not decided to collect the 
state records, they undoubtedly would never have been collected. 

The organization consists of the director and the central ad- 
ministrative staff, the county and community war records or- 
ganizations, and the auxiliary agencies. 

The duties of the director, as described in the War records 
bulletin No. 1, are: (a) To direct the work of collecting war 
history material throughout the state; to prepare programs and 
suggestions for the use of local committees; to direct, by corre- 
spondence and personal visits, the kind of material to be collect- 
ed; and to suggest plans for its temporary housing. (b) To 
provide for the appointment of war records committees in each 
county of the state. (c) To collect, preserve, index, and prop- 
erly file all material pertaining to the official activities of the 
state as a whole in the great war. (d) To enlist the support of 
state organizations and agencies, such as the state department of 
education, the press, local historical societies, and the like. 

The county war records committees vary as to size in the sev- 
eral counties. The chairman is appointed by the director upon 
the recommendation of a number of prominent citizens of the 
county. The chairman appoints his own committee. County 
war records committees have been organized, and are actively 
engaged in the collection of the war records, in about fifty coun- 
ties of the state. Although chairmen have been appointed for 
the remaining counties, active organizations have not as yet been 
established. 

The Daughters of the Confederacy, through their state officers, 
on January 29, 1919, offered to assist the director in every pos- 
sible way in the collection of the Texas state war records. Their 
generous offer was accepted and the work of collecting the mili- 
tary and naval records in each county in which they have an 
organization was assigned to them. The Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the Federation of women’s clubs are 
also assisting in the collection of the state war materials. 

This. enterprise consists of three associated activities: (1) 
the collection of all materials representing the contributions of 
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Texas in men, ideas, and resources, to the winning of the war; 
(2) the classification of the material so collected, including an 
analysis and catalogue of every newspaper or other periodical 
issued in the state of Texas during the period of the war; and 
(3) the preservation of the records. Each of these objects 
will be considered in detail. 

The materials to be collected may be divided into three groups: 
general records, both American and foreign; state records; and 
county and community records. The general records comprise: 

1. Books. In the collection of books relating to the war and 
reconstruction, an effort has been made to procure recommenda- 
tions from the several schools of the university. The Texas 
war records collection of books now includes approximately 
1,000 volumes, with outstanding orders for about 250 volumes. 
Although much of the war literature is of an ephemeral charac- 
ter, it is certainly of value in the study of war propaganda and 
war psychology. In the selection of titles, preference has been 
given to memoirs and diaries. 

2. Pamphlets. The director is of the opinion that consider- 
able effort ought to be expended at this time in the collection of 
pamphlet material because of the relatively rapid disappearance 
of such material. Requests to contribute war pamphlets and 
other publications have been made of every organization or in- 
dividual in the United States known to have published any 
such material. More than three hundred circular letters were 
sent out and the responses have been satisfactory indeed. In 
almost every case where the issue of a pamphlet or a series of 
pamphlets had not been entirely exhausted, contributions were 
made free of charge to the Texas war records collection. The 
collection of war pamphlets catalogued up to date includes about 
1,600. A considerable number of additional pamphlets is await- 
ing cataloguing. Our collection of foreign pamphlets, although 
fairly large, is not at all complete. Our British pamphlets, for 
example, now include the following: Labor and war pamphlets, 
Papers for the people, Cobden club war pamphlets, Council for 
ihe study of international relations, Fabian society war pam- 
phlets, War and peace, Great Britain labor party pamphlets, 
Associated newspapers war pamphlets, Blue Cross fund series, 
Britain’s bulwarks, Central committee patriotic organization 
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pamphlets, Daily Chronicle war pamphlets, Daily Express war 
pamphlets, Daily Graphic war pamphlets, Daily News pam- 
phlets, Daily Telegraph pamphlets, Great deeds of the war, 
Independent labor pamphlets, National labor press war pam- 
phlets, Oxford pamphlets, Papers for war time, Parliamentary 
recruiting pamphlets, Rural league pamphlets, Secret commis- 
sion league voluntary training corps pamphlets, and others. 

3. Posters and broadsides. Our collection of American war 
posters and broadsides undoubtedly is one of the largest and 
most comprehensive in the United States. This collection was 
begun by the director as a private collection almost a year before 
the establishment of the Texas war records collection bureau. 
Our collection of European posters and broadsides is relatively 
small because orders placed with European publishing houses 
for official national war posters have not been filled. The Amer- 
ican collection has cost the university nothing. The value of 
this collection can be estimated on the hasis of the price of $300 
made by Mr. J. A. Healy, secretary to the commission for relief 
in Belgium, for a collection of but one hundred posters collect- 
ed by him. The university collection of posters and broadsides 
now numbers approximately one thousand. The American libra- 
ry institute, because of the scarcity of complete sets of posters, 
is proposing the establishment of regional centers in the United 
States for the location of record sets. 

A unique part of our poster collection is the collection of ad- 
vertising posters with war designs and war legends. The Lig- 
gett Myers tobacco company has expended seventy-five dollars 
to give us a complete collection of their twenty-four sheet, mount- 
ed, war advertising posters. Similar gifts have come from the 
Lorillard company, the Gillett razor company, and others. 

4. Tags, buttons, badges, and the like. Our collection of 
tags, buttons, and badges is practically complete so far as the 
activities of war service organizations in Texas is concerned, 
and includes a considerable number of buttons and badges from 
other parts of the country. 

5. Music. A circular letter has been sent to each music pub- 
lishing house in the United States, requesting the management to 
contribute copies of all of their war-inspired music. The re- 
sponses are most encouraging, and packages of war music are 
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arriving daily. When all the music houses are heard from the 
collection undoubtedly will run into the thousands. 

6. War photographs. Our collection now includes 10,595 
official pictures of the war, photographed by the signal corps of 
the United States army, the navy, the marine corps, and other 
branches of the service. The photographic prints of the official 
pictures are eight and a half inches long and six and a half 
inches wide, on heavy paper, ferrotyped, and ready for framing 
or inserting in albums. An order has been placed for approx- 
imately five thousand additional photograhs, completing the offi- 
cial United States collection. . 

7. Newspapers. It is our opinion that the war records col- 
lection ought to include complete files of newspapers covering the 
period of the war and reconstruction, representative of the di- 
verse political, economic, social, and religious thought of both 
the belligerent and neutral states in the great war that has just 
been concluded. The newspaper is an excellent source of his- 
tory. Complete files may now be had at a very low price, which 
in a few years will be either impossible to acquire, or which can 
be acquired only by the expenditure of a considerable sum. 

To illustrate, our collection of German newspapers will include 
Tagliche Rundschau (German-national), Berlin; Vossissche 
Zeitung (conservative), Berlin; Berliner Tageblatt (liberal), 
Berlin; Vorwarts (social-democrat), Berlin; Kdélnische Zeitung 
(liberal), Cologne; Frankfurter Zeitung (democrat), Frank- 
furt; Hamburger Nachrichten (conservative — Bismarck’s or- 
gan), Hamburg; Leipziger Neuste Nachrichten (German-na- 
tional), Leipzig; Miinchener Neuste Nachrichten (liberal), 
Munich; Gazette de Lorraine (French newspaper in Germany), 
Metz. 

8. Maps. Our war maps include the forty-one European 
and Asiatie maps published by the National geographic society. 
These maps are now being mounted by the bureau. We also 
have the invaluable Carta d’Italia, published by the touring 
club Italiana of Milan, compiled under the direction of Dr. L. 
V. Bertarelli. The map is accompanied by a general index con- 
sisting of 487 pages. In addition we have the Rand MeNally 
series of war maps, and several others which have not, as yet, 
been catalogued. 
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9. Mementos. Our collection of mementos is very small as 
yet. Mr. Hall of the university has generously consented to 
contribute to the collection a considerable number of bread cards 
and the like which he, as a member of the Belgian relief com- 
mission, collected in Belgium. This collection will undoubtedly 
increase through the contributions of the county war records 
committees. 

10. War service organization advertising cards and _ post- 
cards. Our collection of these records is not complete, although 
it is very extensive. 

The second large group, the state records, includes the war 
records of the food administration, fuel administration, the 
council of defense, liberty loan organizations, war savings 
stamps and certificates of indebtedness organizations, the state 
draft board, the Red Cross, Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., Knights 
of Columbus, Jewish welfare league, Salvation army, records of 
the representatives of Texas in the United States congress, war 
speakers’ bureau, boy scouts, state government, Armenian, 
Syrian, Jewish, French, Belgian relief, Texas camp photo- 
graphs, United States employment bureau, and war industries 
organizations. 

1. Food administration records. We had hoped to secure 
for the Texas war records collections all of the original records 
of the Texas food administration. On December 9, 1918, the 
director, with this end in view, called upon Mr. Peden, state food 
administrator, and received the assurance of the latter that he 
would do everything in his power to have his records turned 
over to the university. He pointed out, however, that instruc- 
tions issued by Mr. Hoover prevented the immediate release of 
these records to the university. After some correspondence, Mr. 
Peden appointed a committee, consisting of the legal advisers of 
the Texas food administration, to consider the question in a 
conference to which the director of the Texas war records col- 
lection was invited. The committee construed the federal in- 
structions of December 17 as not applying to the historical and 
educational records, and decided to release them to the univer- 
sity. The committee also telegraphed Mr. Peden to use his influ- 
ence in Washington to permit the release of the other food rec- 
ords, including the confidential correspondence. In spite of 
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Mr. Peden’s efforts, which were supplemented by those of Mr. 
Vinson during his visit in Washington, the food administration 
denied the request in a telegram, January 11, 1919, sent to the 
present food administrator, Mr. Neville, in which they pointed 
out that ‘‘the law gives us no discretion and it would be con- 
trary to the United States statutes to retain them in the states,”’ 
and ordered that ‘‘the files be sent to Washingon in accordance 
with our letter of December 17.’’ The legal department of the 
Texas food administration, in another conference, advised the 
director of the Texas war records to procure the passage of a 
joint resolution by congress permitting these files to be released 
to the states in which they had originated. Accordingly a cir- 
cular letter was sent to each of the congressional representatives 
from Texas, and a personal letter to Senator Sheppard, request- 
ing that a joint resolution of the kind described be introduced. 
At the same time a circular letter was sent to the chairmen of 
historical commissions in the following states: Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Oklahoma, Michigan, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, California, Georgia, Idaho, Arkansas, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Pennsyl- 
vania, and South Carolina, asking each to communicate immedi- 
ately with its state congressional delegates, and urge the sena- 
tors and representatives to support the joint resolution to be 
introduced by Senator Morris Sheppard. The directors and 
chairmen of the several historical societies or commissions co- 
operated in the most encouraging manner, and assurances were 
received that the joint resolution, if introduced, would receive 
the almost unanimous support of the delegations enumerated. 
After some correspondence with the Texas congressional repre- 
sentatives, Congressman Marvin Jones introduced the resolu- 
tion in the house of representatives, and on February 1 a similar 
bill was introduced in the senate by Senator Morris Sheppard. 
The resolution is as follows: 

A bill directing delivery of State war-service records to the States re- 
questing same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the original records, 
posters, pamphlets, buttons, and other insignia of the various State 
branches of the several war-service organizations, such as liberty loan, 
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war savings, food, fuel, Young Men’s Christian Association, and so forth, 
shall be delivered to the governors of such States whenever any governor 
requests same and presents statement showing that arrangements have 
been made for the preservation within the state of all such records re- 
lating to said state: Provided, that such arrangements shall include the 
keeping of such records in a fireproof vault or building, which records 
shall be subject to inspection at all times by the proper officials of the 
United States Government: Provided further, That such records or any 
part of the same shall be delivered to any United States official if and 
when directed by the President of the United States to deliver same. 

These bills, however, died with adjournment. 

2. Fuel administration records. Our efforts to procure the 
records of the state fuel administration were thwarted by the 
same statute which obstructed us in regard to the food admini- 
stration records, and the same procedure, namely congressional 
action, was resorted to to procure their release. We have, how- 
ever, received a complete file of circular letters, instructions 
and orders, and constructions of the law, issued by the Wiscon- 
sin fuel administration, and partial sets of similar material 
from other states. 


3. Records of the council of defense. Although the records 
of the council of defense are not as yet a part of our collection, 
the prospects for their becoming so are very bright indeed. 
Judge Carl, the secretary of the state council of defense, has 
consented to contribute these records to the Texas war records 
collection upon authorization of Governor Hobby, and the lat- 
ter’s authorization of such a transfer has been given the director. 
We believe, therefore, that these records will be ours as soon as 
the council of defense winds up its affairs. 

4. Liberty loan records. In the collection of the state liberty 
loan records, the university has been even more successful than 
the most opfimistic forecast. 

a. First, second, third, and fourth liberty loan records. 
Twelve large boxes of the original records of the liberty loan 
organization for the first four campaigns, have been received 
from Deputy-Governor J. W. Hoopes, to form part of the Texas 
war records collection. These records include original corre- 
spondence, telegrams, orders, instructions, advertising material, 
newspaper clippings, committee lists, pamphlets, honor flags, 
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buttons, tags, music, circular letters, stickers, badges, and the 
like, issued in connection with each of these campaigns. 

b. Fifth liberty loan. Mr. Frank Smith, director of the fifth 
liberty loan campaign, has generously consented to preserve all 
his records, and subsequently contribute them to the Texas war 
records collection. 

ce. Woman’s branch of the liberty loan campaign. Mrs. E. 
B. Reppert, who has had charge of the women’s activities in the 
several liberty loan drives, is now organizing her records for 
the University of Texas. These will be sent to us upon the con- 
clusion of the fifth campaign. 

d. Records from the other federal reserve districts. Rec- 
ords from the other federal reserve districts in connection with 
the liberty loan drives, although not complete, are very exten- 
sive. For the fifth liberty loan, we shall receive from each dis- 
trict copies of all materials issued. 

5. Y.M.C. A. records. Mr. H. H. Simmons, executive sec- 
retary of this district, has consented to present the question of 
what disposition is to be made of the Y. M. C. A. war records to 
the executive council at its next session. He is certain that the 
Texas records will be presented to the University of Texas. 

6. Y. W. C. A. records. These are now being compiled for 
the university by Miss Lilly B. Campbell of the Y. W. C. A. 
at Dallas. 

7. Knights of Columbus records. Mr. Jay Elmer Fox, super- 
visor of the Knights of Columbus committee on war activities 
for the central southern department, has written us, ‘‘I will 
make an honest effort to give you every bit of data possible. I 
am issuing general orders to all of the Staff in my district, and 
am requesting them to forward you whatever data they have 
on hand.’’ 

8. War savings stamps. Mr. Louis Lipsitz has sent us a 
large part of the original records pertaining to the war savings 
stamps campaign in the state. The remainder of this material 
Mr. Frank Smith, the director, has assured us will be given to 
the university as soon as the war savings work is discontinued. 

We have practically a complete record of the war savings 
activities in each county in the state, due to the instructions sent 
by Mr. Louis Lipsitz to each county chairman, requesting that a 
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report be made and sent to the director of the Texas war records 
collection. 

9. Red Cross. The Red Cross records are primarily of a 
county or local nature, and therefore come under the jurisdic- 
tion of the county war records committees. 

10. Certificates of indebtedness. These records are now be- 
ing compiled by Mr. Mays of Dallas, who has promised to send 
them to us in the very near future. 

11. Records of the war industries supervisory board. Since 
the director of the war savings campaign is supervisor of the 
war industries board, what has been said in regard to the war 
savings campaign records applies here also. 

12. United States employment bureau records. The records 
of this organization will not be available for some time. Many 
of them will be collected by the county war records committees. 

13. Records of the state draft board. A joint resolution has 
been introduced in the house of representatives by Representa- 
tive Smith of Michigan, providing for the release of the state 
records of the draft boards to the respective states. We have 
received from Major Townes, chairman of the state draft board, 
a complete list of all men inducted into the army or navy of the 
United States, classified by counties, showing the age, date of in- 
duction, race, and branch of service. We estimate this list to 
contain about 200,000 names. Major Townes has also assured 
us that he will contribute to our collection complete sets of cir- 
cular letters, of instructions and orders, and of reports issued 
by his office. 

14. Salvation army. These records are now being compiled 
by Brigadier-General Wood of Dallas, for presentation to the 
Texas war records collection. 

15. Jewish welfare board. We have just received a list of 
representatives of the board in the state of Texas, whom we shall 
write for complete reports of activities and achievements. 

16. The records of the several departments of state. 

a. Judicial. Attorney-General Cureton is having a complete 
set of briefs made of cases pertaining to espionage, conscription, 
and other war legislation, which will be contributed to the Texas 
war records collection. 


b. Adjutant-general’s office. Adjutant-General Harley is 
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now compiling a list of Texans in the national guard of Texas 
during the period of the war, which will be presented to our 
collection. 

c. War records of the state legislative and executive bodies. 
These records, of course, are available in the form of printed 
documents of which the university library has a complete file. 

17. War records of Texans in the United States congress. 
These records are found in the congressional debates and other 
congressional documents, of which the library has a complete file. 

18. Photographs of Texas camps, military units, and the like. 
Although we have written a considerable number of letters to 
photographers who are known to have photographed military 
scenes, asking them to contribute prints to the university war 
records collection, we have not received a single favorable reply. 

We believe that the Texas war records collection ought to in- 
clude a rather extensive set of Texas war photographs. These 
may be purchased now at a very small cost. It is our opportun- 
ity. It will be lost forever if we fail to take advantage of it at 
this time. Group pictures of the civil war period are very rare 
at the present time, and extremely expensive. It is with these 
things in view that we have urgently recommended an appropria- 
tion of $1,500 for the purchase of Texas war photographs, a rec- 
ommendation that has received the unanimous approval of the 
librarian and of the school of history. 

19. War speakers’ bureau records. Mr. Joseph Hirsch, 
chairman of the war speakers’ bureau in Texas, has presented 
to the Texas war records collection all the records of this organ- 
ization. 

20. Boy scouts. From the head of this work we have receiv- 
ed an offer to assist us in collecting the war records of the boy 
scouts organization. We immediately prepared a questionnaire, 
a copy of which we sent to the New York office for distribution 
to the 250 scoutmasters of the state. 

21. Jewish, Syrian, Armenian, and other relief campaigns. 
The records of the Jewish relief drive will be compiled for us in 
Dallas by Mr. Sanger. 

The third major group of materials, the county and community 
records, include military and naval records, records of the sev- 
eral war service organizations, and records of local conditions. 
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The Daughters of the Confederacy, through their state offi- 
cers, have offered to assist in the collection of Texas war rec- 
ords, and, in a number of counties, are collecting the military 
and naval records. County war records organizations have 
been completed in about fifty counties in the state. 

The books will, of course, be catalogued on the basis of subject- 
matter. The same rule will be followed in the cataloguing of 
the pamphlets and posters, maps, and music, with the exception 
that the publications forming a series will be classified as one 
group. The records of each of the official or semi-official war 
service organizations will be kept intact and catalogued in this 
manner. The county records will be classified first on the basis 
of county and second on the basis of subject-matter. The cor- 
respondence and photograph of a Texan in the army or navy of 
the United States will be attached to the questionnaire contain- 
ing his autobiography. The newspapers will be analyzed and 
filed as a group. The newspapers of the state are now being 
carefully analyzed by Mrs. Benedict, who is making, by means of 
the card system, an extract of every article pertaining to the 
war activities of the state of Texas or of any of its citizens. 

Our maps and posters are being mounted on cloth. They 
will subsequently be eyeleted so that they may be readily exhib- 
ited or bound in volume form. Our twenty-four sheet posters 
have been attached to rollers so that they may be rolled up like 
maps. 

The questionnaires, correspondence, and other written docu- 
ments will be preserved in steel filing cases. The buttons, tags, 
and mementos will be placed in glass cases for display. The 
newspapers, pamphlets, and bulletins, so far as possible, will 
be bound in series. 

This collection is at the present time being housed in the 
fireproof library building of the University of Texas. It is 
hoped that, in the near future, the board of regents will recom- 
mend the construction of an historical museum upon the univer- 
sity campus in which this and similar collections may be placed. 

It is hardly necessary to point out the value of the material 
that is being collected. To any person engaged in the study of 
the war in any of its phases or activities, a complete collection 
of source material, such as is now being acquired, will be of 
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inestimable value. The collection will also be of considerable 
value to the university; we believe that there is nothing which 
the university has done that will bring it into the general and 
affectionate regard of the people of the state so surely and to 
such an extent as this effort to preserve the record of every in- 
dividual who contributed actively to the winning of the war. 
The collection is being made at a relatively small cost. Simi- 
lar records for the civil war period exist now only in part, and 
can be purchased only at a prohibitive price. The state of Wis- 
consin takes just pride in the size and completeness of its civil 
war collection of state materials. The state of Illinois has ap- 
propriated large sums for the collection of materials relating to 
its state history. The state of Texas is annually spending 
thousands of dollars for Texas historical records, many of which 
could have been had years ago for the asking. 
3 As a result of the establishment of this organization for the 
: collection of war materials, each county war records committee 
may ultimately become the nucleus of a permanent county his- 
tory organization which would collect all records, written or un- 
written, of the county’s history. The preservation of the his- 


torical records still existing would thereby be assured, and an 
inestimable service to the state would be performed. 
Minton R. Gutscxu 
‘ University oF Texas 
e Austin, Texas 





xf 
a 
a 
> 
ba 
ie 
et 
bo 
tis 
: 
ad 
ub 
Se 
* 
. 
+ 


A 

















LOUISIANA STATE WAR ACTIVITIES? 



































The long-delayed decision of the United States to take part in 
the European war found Louisiana already prepared to do its 
share. The large French populations of the parishes along 
the coast and of New Orleans were eagerly watching the course 
of events in France and were deploring the sufferings of the 
population of the devastated territory. The legislature then in 
session passed acts bearing more or less directly on the great 
contest. In each community men in the highest positions un- 
dertook the heavy labor consequent to the selective draft. 

The total registration in the state was 382,316, of which 
233,185 were whites and 158,479 colored men; there were drafted 
into the service 27,494 white men and 28,711 colored men, the lat- 
ter being largely employed in the transportation service. The 
state was the first to complete and transmit its record of the en- 
tire number of men in the service — 56,205 in the regular army, 
7,570 in the national army, 6,582 in the navy, and 714 in the 
marine service. The most eminent representative of Louisiana 
was General Lejeune of the marines. 

The civil population rose to the necessities of the case and 
promptly and willingly answered every call. Social and benevo- 
lent organizations constituted themselves agents for the govern- 
ment. There was not a single action of treason or violence in 
Louisiana during the entire war. The foreign colonies eagerly 
cooperated. 

Many camps were established around New Orleans and the 
navy yard was greatly extended. Six student army training 
camps and schools were located and ten shipbuilding yards were 
started, of which there survive three for steel shipbuilding and a 
two and one-half million dollar repair yard. A mammoth army 
and supply base and wharf costing fifteen million dollars were 
erected. Nearly all the returning soldiers have been given their 


1The author of this paper has largely availed himself of material contained in 4 
pamphlet published by the New Orleans Times-Picayune. 
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old jobs. A cavalry troop was enlisted at Jennings. The 
Washington artillery was accepted for service June 19, 1916, as 
a part of the provisional thirteenth division under the name of 
the First Louisiana field artillery. On its arrival at Camp Beau- 
regard at the outbreak of the war the regiment became the 141st 
field artillery and from it was formed the Fourteenth trench 
mortar battery. It sailed for France on August 26, 1918 and for 
home April 9, 1919; there were 1,400 men when it embarked for 
France and over 2,000 were trained in its ranks. After demobi- 
lization it resumed its name as the Washington artillery. The 
First Louisiana regiment was largely used for replacements. 
It went to France in August, 1918, and bore its part bravely. 
The naval battalion showed its efficiency, many men receiving 
D. S. O. crosses. 

Gerstner Camp, occupying 6,710 acres, was established near 
Lake Charles on November 11, 1917, at a cost of two million dol- 
lars. Camp Beauregard near Alexandria occupied fifteen 
square miles; seven and a half miles of road and eight miles of 
permanent railroad tracks were constructed; 1,300 buildings 
were constructed; and 22,243 men were received for training. 
The various military stations were extended and improved and 
there were encampments at Camp Martin and Tulane universi- 
ty, as also at Loyola, Louisiana state university, and other edu- 
cational centers. The naval reservation which woke to life at 
the outbreak of the war covered 214 acres. A naval training 
school was erected at West End. The Industrial canal from the 
Mississippi to Lake Pontchartrain was started; it will probably 
cost $12,000,000. The army base storage was begun on July 18, 
1918, and was finished in eleven months at a cost of $13,000,000. 
The yard has nine miles of track and the combined storage area 
is forty-eight acres, capable of holding 178,000 tons, which is 
equivalent to more than ten days’ commerce on all the wharves 
of New Orleans. At the wharf is anchorage for eight ships. 
On July 7, 1917, the legislature created the Louisiana state 
council of defense and appropriated $25,000 per year. The work 
was carried out mainly by Mr. John Marshall. In each parish 
was organized a council of defense and in fifty-eight parishes five 
hundred community councils were organized. The shipbuilding 
committee registered over 10,000 men for the work of shipbuild- 
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ing. An industrial survey of the state was made which was 
financed by the city of New Orleans and the state council of de- 
fense. The state council is compiling an historical record of 
every participant in the war work. Under the direction of the 
Americanization committee schools are being established for the 
foreign population. The woman’s committee of the council of 
national defense was organized April 21, 1917 and carried out 
much valuable work. The New Orleans committee was particu- 
larly active. The New Orleans chapter of the Red Cross began 
work early in 1917 and grew in two years to 581 organizations 
with 223 school auxiliaries and 193,360 members with 33,431 
junior members. The state raised for Red Cross purposes 
$1,824,704.91. The small cities kept abreast of New Orleans. 
A splendid canteen service was kept up. One hundred and fifty 
nurses were sent into active service, many of the parish chapters 
showing great activity. The Louisiana state university, the en- 
tire registration of which amounted to 6500, had a war roster of 
1100 names, the most eminent being John A. Lejeune of Pointe 
Coupée, who rose from brigadier to major general. In it was 
established a student army training corps. From Tulane uni- 
versity went more than one thousand alumni. On its campus 
were established four war training schools, a woman’s overseas 
ambulance unit, and a base hospital. The total number trained 
was 7,145 at an expense of $653,500.28. Loyola sent 240 and a 
hospital unit. The state normal school sent all its students of 
military age and the Southwestern industrial institution contri- 
buted 275. 

The food administration found Louisiana responsive; it had 
for its administrator John M. Parker, through whose activities 
much food was saved and the important rice and sugar indus- 
tries were regulated. In 1917-1918 there were shipped from 
New Orleans 1,768,932 bushels of wheat. Fuel conservation 
was actively carried out in the first year of the war; Louisiana 
was awarded 1,573,000 tons of coal, the distribution of which 
was equitably controlled so that consumers experienced com- 
paratively little deprivation. The medical profession contribut- 
ed largely both at home and in the field. As a part of the coun- 
cil of national defense there were created sections on health and 
sanitation for scientific research. They worked actively. The 
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army Y. M. C. A. was in operation in nine different points with 
sixteen secretaries, and with buildings worth $75,000. The an- 
nual attendance at the ‘‘Y’’ buildings was over a million. The 
organization held 1,041 religious meetings with an attendance of 
182,523. 

There were shipbuilding yards at Slidell with contracts for 
twelve vessels, at Madisonville for five vessels, at Morgan City 
for seven, one on Bayou St. John, Lake Charles; one on Indus- 
trial canal with a contract for eight ships; one on the river end 
of the canal; and one at Violet. 

Wru1aM Beer 
Howarp Memortau Liprary 
New OrueAns, Louisiana 











CONSTITUTION MAKING IN MISSOURI 


The subject of this paper at first sight appears to be purely 
local in its nature. If the local character of the subject has 
aroused criticism in the mind of any one, that criticism might 
be answered by pointing out that while the making of constitu- 
tions in Missouri as acts or events were local, they were never- 
theless in accordance with and doubtless controlled by principles 
and movements that were world-wide. 

Missouri’s first constitution was made in 1820. Since that 
time there have been three distinct efforts at constitution making 
in the state, the first in the early thirties, the second in 1845-1846, 
and the third from 1865 to 1875. 

The first was the effect of the wave of Jacksonian democracy 
which was sweeping the country at the time, but which itself was 
only a part of a world-wide movement which dethroned a king 
in France, wrested the sovereignty from a landed aristocracy in 
England, and created revolutionary tremors which frightened 
all the autocrats of Europe. 

The second effort was simply an attempt to connie what 
the first effort had failed to do and in this it was much like the 
contemporary wave of constitution making and revolution which 
swept over the world in the later forties. 

The third effort, which produced two constitutions, was 
brought about by and was a part of the great struggle for na- 
tionalism which was going on in America at the time. Let me 
point out again here that this movement toward nationalization 
was a general movement. Every nation of Europe either adopt- 
ed a new constitution or very materially changed the one it had 
within the decade 1865-1875, which marks the third distinct ef- 
fort at constitution making in Missouri. Italy in 1866 and Ger- 
many in 1871 became unified national states; France became a 
republic in 1871; in England the reform bill of 1867 changed the 
English government from an industrial aristocracy to a democ- 
racy ; in Russia Alexander 1 ceased to play the rdle of reformer 
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and pushed with an unprecedented emphasis pan-Slavism and 
the Russification of all his peoples. The United States, it is 
sometimes said, is the only nation of the world that did not 
vitally change its constitution during this ten-year period, but 
the careful student of constitutional law will recognize in the 
fourteenth amendment as fundamental a change as was made in 
many European governments which adopted new constitutions. 
With this introduction for a background, and remembering that 
since Missouri has been a state it has been in the world and a 
part of it, let us examine briefly these effects of constitution mak- 
ing in Missouri. 

The making of the first constitution has been so adequately 
and excellently treated by Mr. Floyd C. Shoemaker in his book 
Missourv’s struggle for statehood that a detailed treatment here 
is unnecessary. The convention was in session from June 12, 
1820, to July 19, 1820. The constitution which the convention 
drafted was never submitted to the people of the state, but was 
immediately put into operation by authority of the convention. 

There was but one serious contest in the convention and that 
was over the question of representation in the lower house of 
the general assembly. The delegates from St. Louis and some of 
the older and more populous communities insisted that the thin- 
ly-settled frontier counties be grouped into legislative districts. 
This proposition was resolutely opposed by the frontier dele- 
gates. A compromise was effected and the clause written into 
the constitution was as follows: ‘‘Kach county shall have at 
least one representative but the whole number shall never ex- 
ceed one hundred.’’ The constitution provided for an appointive 
judiciary with a life tenure, also the appointment of many minor 
state officials. 

The wave of Jacksonian democracy which swept over the state 
about 1830 caused Missourians to become dissatisfied with their 
constitution. There were too many appointive offices. There 
was a general demand that all offices be made elective. This was 
especially urged with regard to judicial offices by the frontier 
elements of the population. The number of counties was rapidly 
increasing. The more populous communities saw that the con- 
stitutional limit as to the number of representatives would soon 
be equaled by the number of counties. Such a condition would 
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result in gross inequality in representation to the disadvantage 
of the populous counties. 

These two causes created a general demand for a constitu- 
tional convention in 1835. The general assembly responded by 
submitting to the people a resolution calling a convention. The 
general assembly was controlled by the frontier element in the 
house and their desire for an elective judiciary was not yet 
strong enough to cause them to give up their advantage of coun- 
ty representation. The resolution, therefore, provided that each 
county be represented in the proposed convention. The more 
populous counties voted down the resolution by a large majority. 
Thus ended the first effort at constitution making by Missou- 
rians. 

After a few years the desire for a more democratic constitu- 
tion became so strong with the frontier members of the legisla- 
ture that they agreed to submit another resolution calling a con- 
vention in which each senatorial district should have two repre- 
sentatives. This plan of two representatives from each sena- 
torial district has been followed in all constitutional conventions 
from that time to the present and is made mandatory in the pres- 
ent constitution. This resolution, which was submitted at the 
general election of 1844, was carried by a large majority. The 
convention met in 1845. From the first there was conflict be- 
tween the delegates from the frontier and those from the older 
settled communities, which represented the vested interests of 
the time. These two elements in the convention were so nearly 
equal that both were compelled to compromise. 

There were three questions about which the contest in the con- 
vention centered. These were representation, corporations, and 
education. The delegates representing the vested interests 
favored retaining the constitutional limit of one hundred on the 
number in the lower house of representatives, the grouping of 
frontier counties into legislative districts, and the endowment of 
education by turning the proceeds of a sale of a grant of 500,000 
acres of land, which congress had made to the state for purposes 
of internal improvement, into a state school fund. The frontier 
delegates favored removing the constitutional limitation on the 
number of representatives in the lower house, and also wanted 





YR <> OER et ORE es ONNg: 


wr ag 





ele 2 na RS ESS 


1918-1919 Constitution Making in Missouri 115 


drastic measures against corporations. All were agreed on an 
elective judiciary with a short term. 

The constitution finally adopted by the convention was a com- 
promise on these three questions. It provided for legislative 
districts in the thinly-populated sections of the state and re- 
tained the limit on the number of rey'resentatives. The land 
granted by congress for internal improvement was to be used 
for public education. In exchange for these two clauses the 
frontier delegates secured a clause which provided that each and 
every stockholder in a corporation should be liable for the entire 
indebtedness of the corporation. The constitution was submit- 
ted to the people at the next general election in August, 1846. 
Twenty thousand copies were printed and distributed over the 
state. A strong campaign was waged in favor of the constitu- 
tion, but it was rejected by the people by a majority of about ten 
thousand —a large majority for that day. 

The distribution of the negative vote would indicate that dis- 
satisfaction with the compromise clauses caused the rejection of 
the constitution at the polls. There was an adverse majority in 
St. Louis, undoubtedly caused by the drastic clause on corpora- 
tions. In the counties touching the Osage and Grand rivers 
there were few favorable votes. The people of these counties 
had expected the greater part of the proceeds from the sale of 
500,000 acres of government land granted by congress for in- 
ternal improvement to be spent on their rivers. They did not 
want to see it transferred to educational endowment. The fron- 
tier counties voted against the constitution almost to a man be- 
cause they opposed being grouped into legislative districts. 

After the rejection of the constitution of 1845, the constitution 
of 1820 was amended in two important clauses. First, the limit 
to the number of members in the lower house was removed; 
second, the judiciary was made elective for a term of years in- 
stead of appointive for life. Thus amended, the constitution of 
1820 served the state until 1861. 

During the civil war period a constituent assembly had been 
called to consider the relations of the state to the nation. This 
convention assumed governmental powers and ruled the state 
from 1861 to 1865. This brings us to the third effort at consti- 
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tution making, which produced the Drake constitution in 1865 
and the present constitution in 1875. When Lincoln emanci- 
pated the slaves of the southern states in 1863, the status of 
slaves in the border states which had not passed acts of seces- 
sion remained unchanged. A party came into existence in Mis- 
souri which demanded that the state immediately abolish slavery 
within its own borders. This party, known as the radical or im- 
mediate emancipation party, grew in strength until it obtained 
full control of the state in 1864. 

Another question of vital importance was that of suffrage. 
The convention had required the voter to take an oath of loyalty 
as early as 1862. The convention claimed extra-constitutional 
powers and considered itself competent therefore to limit the 
suffrage provided in the constitution. In 1864 the problem was 
different. The convention had adjourned sie die in 1863. The 
new government theoretically would be under the constitution of 
1820. It seemed to men in power in Missouri that it would be 
worse than mockery for the men who had been in armed resist- 
ance against their country to come home and immediately exer- 
cise all the rights and privileges of citizenship. But to prevent 
such a situation a change must be made in the fundamental law. 
The general assembly, therefore, submitted a resolution calling a 
constitutional convention which should have power, first, ‘‘to 
consider such amendments to the constitution of the state as 
might be by them deemed necessary for the emancipation of the 
slaves’’; second, to make ‘‘such amendments as might be deemed 
by them necessary to preserve the purity of the elective fran- 
chise to loyal citizens and such other amendments as might by 
them be deemed essential to the promotion of the public good.” 
The convention met and immediately passed a clause emancipat- 
ing the slaves. It soon decided that the clause of the resolution 
calling the convention, which gave the convention power to make 
amendments essential to the public good, gave it power to write 
a new constitution. In the meantime a special committee had 
been appointed to deal with the purity of the franchise. This 
committee reported the famous test oath which was made a part 
of the constitution then being written. The document, which was 
brief, dealt chiefly with constitutional law and, with the excep- 
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tion of the clause on the suffrage and loyalty, did not go into de- 
tail; in general, it gave large powers to the state government. 

The convention provided for the submission of the constitu- 
tion to the people, but declared that only those would be entitled 
to vote who could take a test oath provided by the constitutional 
convention for those who voted on the adoption of the constitu- 
tion. The constitution was adopted by a majority of 1,862 in a 
total vote of 85,478. 

The feeling aroused by the application of the test oath was 
very bitter. The supreme court of the United States soon de- 
clared the objectionable clause unconstitutional, but the state 
government under the new constitution had already passed a 
registration law which operated just as well. The power of the 
state and of local divisions of government was very great in the 
matter of taxation and issuing of bonds. After a few years of 
radical rule the demand for a general amnesty for all who were 
willing to take an oath of allegiance to the United States became 
so great that it could no longer be resisted. 

The republican party split into two factions and the liberal 
republican party fused with the democratic party and elected B. 
Gratz Brown governor. The party had promised a new consti- 
tution but six amendments doing away with the objectionable 
features of the Drake constitution had been submitted to the 
people at the general election of 1870. These were all adopted 
by majorities of over one hundred thousand, and the constitu- 
tional convention was not called. 

After the general restoration of the suffrage the democratic 
party obtained full possession of the government. The Drake 
constitution was working very well since it had been amended; 
yet the very name and memory of the constitution made it odious 
to many Missourians. The democratic party had pledged itself 
to submit a resolution calling a new constitutional convention. 
Finally in 1875 the resolution was submitted and was carried by 
a majority of 183 votes in a total vote of 222,315. 

The convention having been called, two delegates were elected 
from each senatorial district. After the general amnesty and 
enfranchisement of the confederates the state was strongly dem- 
ocratic. The leaders of the democratic party were the men who 
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had been disfranchised by the methods of the radical party which 
had lost control of the state a few years before the calling of the 
convention. 

Many of these leaders of the reorganized democratic party, 
such as Frank P. Blair and John S. Phelps, had been uncom- 
promising union men. These men were probably more bitter in 
their feeling against the radical régime, if that were possible, 
than the ex-confederate element. In the election of delegates 
for the convention the democrats obtained sixty of the sixty- 
eight members of the convention. These men, having felt keen- 
ly the abuses of the radical régime, were determined to prevent 
a repetition of anything of the kind. They therefore wrote the 
constitutional law that was to guide the activity of the state for 
more than forty-five years with their thoughts fastened upon 
the excesses of the abnormal period which had just closed. They 
are not to be blamed for that; it was the natural thing for them 
to do. 

There were two abuses of the previous period which stood out 
strongly and the whole constitution of 1875 is colored by the re- 
action against these two things. One of these was the excessive 
use of courts to enforce the provisions of the test oath, the regis- 
tration act, and various other laws designed by the radicals to 
hold in subjection the southern element of the population of the 
state. The other was excessive taxation and especially the issu- 
ing of bonds. This was not to be attributed entirely to the rad- 
icals, because the high crest of the craze for railroads and bond 
issues to aid in their construction came after the radicals had 
lost control of the state. A great many bonds had been obtained 
fraudulently and the money raised by others had been wasted. 
The disillusionment and reaction came immediately preceding 
the convention of 1875. 

The result of the reaction against the radical laws is to be 
found written into the constitution in the bill of rights and in the 
limitations of the judiciary. The generally recognized inability 
of our courts to deal speedily and justly with crime is to be at- 
tributed not to the personnel of the judiciary, but to the limita- 
tions found in our fundamental law. The reaction against the 
high taxation of the post-war period and the excessive and 
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fraudulent bond issues can be traced throughout all parts of the 
constitution where taxation of any kind is mentioned. 

So great was the reaction that the framers of the constitution 
ceased to be democrats in the larger sense at all. They became 
afraid of the rule of the majority. In the case of bonds they 
invariably required a two-thirds vote to legalize the issue, and 
in case of ordinary direct taxation they established rates beyond 
which it would be impossible to go, even if the proposal were to 
have the unanimous approval of the people concerned. 

Thus their generation, looking upon the immediate past in- 
stead of into the great future, forgot the fundamental principle 
of democracy — majority rule— and insisted upon the sacred- 
ness of property rights and vested interests with as much en- 
thusiasm and more effectiveness than was ever shown by the 
benevolent despots of eighteenth century Europe or the bowr- 
geois industrial classes of the nineteenth century. This was 
before the day of the telephone, the electric light, or the elec- 
trically-driven street car, before the days of the great cities and 
gasoline power, and, therefore, before the necessity of the ex- 
penditure of great sums of money for telephone systems, light 
plants, power plants, street improvements, good roads, and 
many other codperative enterprises. 

Even if the men who wrote the constitution of 1875 had been 
looking into the future instead of the past they could not have 
foreseen all the wonderful developments of the next quarter of a 
century. They would, however, have dealt briefly with the great 
fundamental principles of democratic government and would 
have avoided the details in which they became enmeshed. They 
would have left greater latitude of choice to the people who were 
to live under the constitution which they were making. This con- 
stitution came toward the end of the period marked for develop- 
ment of nationality and centralization of power in the national 
government. In all nations of the world, except Germany, devel- 
opment of democracy was closely associated with the develop- 
ment of nationalism and in many cases was emphasized in a far 
more spectacular manner. The great extension of the suffrage 
in England, the establishment of a republic in France, the eman- 
cipation of the serfs in Russia, and the emancipation and en- 
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franchisement of the slaves in the United States will serve to 
exemplify this. 

In Missouri the making of the present constitution was not a 
part of that great forward movement, but was the embodiment 
in written form of the reaction against that movement. The au- 
thors of Missouri’s present constitution exhibited, doubtless 
unconsciously, the greatest distrust of popular majorities and 
parliamentary bodies to be found anywhere among the many 
constitutions of the period, with the exception of those of Prus- 
sia and the German empire written by Bismarck and his fellow 
autocrats. 

This constitution denies universal manhood suffrage in all 
cases where property is directly affected by taxation or bond 
issues, and harks back to the old theory of property rights. 
The right of the majority to rule is denied in all cases of bond 
issues from the smallest school district to the state at large. 
The distrust of the people and their representatives is exhibited 
in a great number of drastic limitations. These limitations 
apply not only to the general assembly but in many cases are 
extended to the direct action of the people themselves acting in 
their corporate capacity in municipal and educational units. 
Doubtless the same reactionary tendency can be found in other 
state constitutions of the period, but there are at least two rea- 
sons why the reaction was more marked in Missouri’s constitu- 
tion than in other similar documents. First, Missouri was the 
most populous slave state, the largest, Texas excepted. It was 
not only a border state, but it had three borders. These condi- 
tions made the contest within the state during the civil war 
very severe. Second, reconstruction in most of the slaveholding 
states was directed by a carpetbagging element which left the 
state as soon as it lost control. Missouri’s reconstruction was 
accomplished by its own citizens who remained in the state after 
the general amnesty. This element was at all times a formidable 
party, and the constitution was intended to prevent it from ex- 
ercising large powers should it ever again capture the offices of 
the state. I realize that it is not safe to generalize from one 
particular. If, however, world movements have had the effect 
upon local problems they appear to have had upon Missouri’s 
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efforts at constitution making, may we not expect many funda- 
mental changes in our state constitutions in the near future? 
And is there not a large place for the historian in what we might 
call applied history, in bringing to the consciousness of the 
people the lessons of history as they apply to present-day con- 
ditions? 

C. H. McCuure 
Srate NormaL ScHoou 

WaRRENSBURG, MissouRI 
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BANKING AND FINANCE IN MISSOURI IN THE 
THIRTIES 






















Missouri’s experience with banks and with a circulating me- 
dium during the Jacksonian period was in many respects unique. 
For a number of years prior to the great contest in the thirties 
over the national bank, Missouri alone of all the states had con- 
sistently refused to charter state banks. This antipathy was 
clearly due to an earlier discouraging experience with banking 
corporations. 

The Bank of St. Louis, chartered in 1813, and opening its 
doors in 1816, failed in 1819. The Bank of Missouri, commen- 
cing operations also in 1816 (though not chartered until the next 
year), failed in 1821. The charters of both had been drawn as 
carefully as could have been expected in a frontier community. 
Both institutions were located in St. Louis, with power to estab- 
lish branches in counties which subscribed a certain amount of 
stock. In both charters was reserved the right for the territory 
to purchase shares, and in both were the directors held respon- 
sible in their separate and private capacities for exceeding the 
powers of their corporation in contracting debts or for impairing 
the capital stock. But in neither was there any provision for 
supervision, examination, or publication of the bank’s accounts, 
or for the maintenance of the proper reserves or safety funds. 
The notes of the second were eventually redeemed at fifty cents 
on the dollar, while the notes of the first were never redeemed 
at all. 

The territory had not used its privilege of subscribing stock 
in either of these two banks. There were those who believed 
that an official state institution might supply a circulating me- 
dium and furnish loans at reasonable rates, and yet be managed 
so conservatively as to prevent failure. Accordingly an act of 
1821 had provided for the establishment of loan offices and the 
issue of certificates ranging in value from twelve and a half 


1 Jeffersonian Republican, March 12, 1836. 
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cents to ten dollars. The scheme apparently worked well for a 
few months, but suspicion as to its soundness arose when losses 
occurred from loans on insufficient security. Finally borrowers 
refused to make repayments for loans of the certificates on the 
eround that the act violated that section of the United States 
constitution wheh provided that no state could ‘‘emit bills of 
eredit.’? A decision in the state supreme court supported the 
contention that the certificates were unconstitutional, though 
holding that borrowers were still under obligation to make re- 
payment of the loans.? But the United States supreme court in 
the case of Craig et al v. Missouri * held not only that the certifi- 
cates were unconstitutional, but that any one sued by the state on 
a note given in exchange for certificates could plead their uncon- 
stitutionality. This made the notes uncollectible. The loan office 
experiment, therefore, had also been a failure and a losing 
business to all except, as Governor Miller said, to the borrowers 
who were sheltered by the decision of the supreme court and to 
the speculators who purchased the paper at reduced prices.‘ 
For it is to be noted that the state eventually redeemed the out- 
standing certificates in full. 

Another circumstance through which many people of the state 
were convinced that banks were superfluous, even if not detri- 
mental, was the monopoly enjoyed by Missouri in the overland 
trade to Santa Fe, by which immense supplies of specie in Mexi- 
can coin and bullion were brought into the community. By 
1828 the most of the silver in circulation, particularly in the 
western part of the state, was supplied by this trade, and there- 
after from one to two hundred thousand dollars’ worth of silver 
and gold were imported annually.’ Since the Santa Fe trade 
was supplying Missouri with hard money, since it was consider- 
ed throughout the west to be the chief function of banks to issue 
paper currency as an aid to the circulating medium, and since 
Missouri’s experience with banks and bank paper had invariably 
been bad, why establish banks? 

2 Mansker et al. v. Missouri. 

34 Peters United States 431. 

4 Governor Miller’s biennial message to the legislature, November 16, 1830. 


5 Missourt Intelligencer, March 6, April 10, 1829; November 10, 1832; October 
18, 1834, 
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It is hard to say to what extent Thomas H. Benton’s position 
in the United States senate toward the national bank and na- 
tional currency problems was determined by Missouri’s experi- 
ence with similar problems. It is quite apparent, however, to 
one who studies the politics of the state during this period, that 
public opinion strongly supported President Jackson and Sena- 
tor Benton in all their financial policies. Their great contest 
with the national bank had its counterpart in the state, begin- 
ning the year of Jackson’s national bank veto and centering 
around the question as to whether a state bank ought to be in- 
corporated. Occasionally the discussion of national policies 
would eclipse the local question, and then for a time the reverse 
would be true, but at all times the arguments for and against a 
state bank were largely influenced by national financial affairs. 

The discussion was precipitated by the recommendation of 
Governor Miller in his biennial message of November 20, 1832, 
to establish a bank for the purpose of investing the various state 
funds. These funds, created by the enabling act and specially 
set apart by the constitution of 1820 for schools and internal 
improvements, amounted in 1832 to about $150,000. Governor 
Miller thought that this should be earning interest so as to re- 
lieve the taxpayers to some extent. The safest way to invest 
the money, he declared, was for the state itself to go into the 
banking business. 

The recommendation produced an immediate and warm dis- 
cussion in the legislature and throughout the state. The contest 
was of a nonpolitical character. The Missouri Intelligencer, the 
ablest anti-Jackson paper in the state with the exception of the 
Missouri Republican, was strongly opposed to the bank, as was 
also the Jeffersonian Republican, the ablest pro-Jackson paper. 

In the legislature the bank project gradually increased its 
number of friends. Governor Miller’s argument for the estab- 
lishment of a bank soon gave way to another, more closely con- 
nected with the national situation, to the effect that the United 
States bank was to be destroyed by President Jackson. This 
would result in the withdrawal from circulation of much of the 
medium of exchange and the consequent serious reduction of 
property values. To prevent the prostration and sacrifice of 
the business interests of the state, Missouri was urged to do 
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as most of the other states were doing — establish a state bank 
with which to provide a substitute for the national bank 
currency.° 

To inquire fully into the situation, a select committee was ap- 
pointed and a representative sent to St. Louis to feel out the 
attitude of the capitalists there. This committee made a long 
report favorable to a state bank in February, 1833. It was 
declared to be almost certain that the United States bank would 
not be rechartered, thus producing a considerable pressure in 
the money market. That would cause the issue of a spurious or 
doubtful currency in states remote from Missouri by incorporat- 
ed companies of which but little could be known and over the 
actions of which Missouri could have no control nor at any time 
profit by their success. With these evils would come a train 
of shavers and money dealers who would profit by extending 
and enlarging the financial confusion. As to the use of hard 
money, the committee reported that it was impossible to reduce 
the circulating medium of any one state entirely to a specie cur- 
rency, and to keep it for any length of time, when the currency 
of surrounding states was that of paper. To avert the derange- 
ment and pressure which was confidently expected shortly to be 
felt by the community, as well as to create a profit for the state 
funds, the committee reported a bill for the incorporation of a 
state bank.’ 

This bill was eventually rejected by the legislature. Probably 
one argument producing that result followed the decision of the 
legislators to distribute a part of the state funds among the 
counties for road building. But the chief argument was the op- 
position to banks in general. The opposition to the United 
States bank in particular was shown by an interesting and note- 
worthy provision in an act passed by this same legislature. The 
act was one authorizing the governor to repay a state loan con- 
tracted in 1829, and the provision was as follows: ‘‘Be it fur- 
ther enacted, That, hereafter, it shall not be the duty of the 
treasurer of this state to cause any money to be deposited by the 
different collectors in the Branch Bank of the United States 
at St. Louis; and it is hereby made the duty of said treasurer to 


* Missouri Intelligencer, January 12, 1833. 
7 Journal of the house of representatives of Missouri, 1832-1833, p. 258 ff. 
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withdraw from said Branch Bank, all deposits heretofore made 
by the said treasurer.’’* Thus the Missouri legislature by legal 
enactment had removed the state deposits from the United States 
bank more than seven months before President Jackson inform- 
ed his cabinet of his intention to take similar action in regard to 
the deposits of the United States government. 

The state treasurer actually went a step further than the legis- 
lature. In a circular issued to the county collectors they were 
notified that he would not receive more than two-thirds of the 
revenue due from the several counties in notes of the United 
States bank or its branches. The balance was to be paid ‘‘in 
current money of the United States,’’ (meaning thereby gold 
and silver coined by the United States mint).° These two ac- 
tions led to the withdrawal within a few months of the branch 
bank from St. Louis. 

After the legislature adjourned little was heard for several 
months about state banking, but in the autumn of 1833 agitation 
began for a special session to pass again upon the bank question. 
This revival of the issue apparently resulted from President 
Jackson’s determination to remove the deposits from the United 
States bank. The pro-bank newspapers of the state thought 
that this would result in the destruction of the United States 
bank currency sooner than had been expected, that paper money 
was a necessity, and that it should be issued by an institution 
under the control of the state. Moreover, the panic of 1833 
was causing considerable financial distress. In order to secure 
some response from the new Jacksonian state executive, pub- 
lic meetings were held, petitions to the governor were circulated, 
and finally denunciatory articles were published in the papers. 
The Missouri Courier of Palmyra, a strong pro-Jackson paper, 
sharply criticised the governor and referred to him as a tool of 
the United States bank for refusing the aid of a state bank to 
relieve the distress of the people.” 

Governor Dunklin finally wrote for publication a long letter to 
William Blakey of Palmyra, carefully setting forth his views on 

8 Laws of Missouri, 1832-1833, p. 94. 


® Missouri Intelligencer, October 5, 1833. 
10 Ibid., November 9, 23, 30, December 7, 1833; February 1, 1834. 
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the need for a special session as well as on a state bank. He 
believed that no extraordinary occasion, in the meaning of the 
state constitution, had arisen. Since the last session, nothing of 
a financial character had occurred except the removal of the 
deposits of the general government from the United States bank. 
To argue that, in consequence of that action, state legislation 
was necessary was to argue that the removal of deposits was un- 
wise. Even if a bank were now established and were made a de- 
posit bank by the national government, it would not aid the circu- 
lation of a medium of exchange in the state, for no issue could be 
made with such deposits as security. It was the governor’s 
conviction also that the people of the state were opposed to banks 
in any form, due to their previous disastrous experiments in 
banking, which he characterized as ‘‘legalized swindling.’’ Bank 
issues also aided counterfeiters, the losses from whom almost 
invariably fell upon the poorer classes. He combatted the ar- 
gument that a bank issuing notes could make money plentiful, 
pointing out that there must be specie back of the paper to make 
it good or it at once depreciated. Finally he referred to the 
difficulty of getting even the friends of a bank to agree upon the 
terms of a charter.” 

This letter placed an immediate quietus upon all discussion of 
a special session. It also made the bank question one of the 
chief issues in the legislative elections of August, 1834. Ordi- 
narily the announcements of candidates for office indicated a 
large amount of indecision, but after the election in most cases 
the members-elect understood their constituents’ desires.” 

When the new legislature met in November, 1834, it was found 
that there were three factions: a hard money faction, opposed to 
all banks; a national bank faction, opposed to a state bank; and 
the state bank faction. This meant, according to the editor of 
the Missouri Intelligencer, that the people of the state would 
soon be without an adequate currency, ‘‘for it is idle to sup- 
pose,’’ he declared, ‘‘there is silver enough in the state to supply 
even in a remote degree their demands — and as to gold (so 
much talked of by a certain class of politicians) where is the 


'1 Missouri Intelligencer, February 8, 1834. 
12 Jeffersonian Republican, May 9, 1835, 
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solitary individual in the state who has seen a single eagle, half 
eagle, or quarter of the boasted new emission, which was to ren- 
der paper unnecessary? We answer, no one.’’ * 

It was evident that the Missouri Intelligencer, which had al- 
ways been opposed to the establishment of banks in Missouri, 
was beginning to veer around in favor of such corporations, in 
order, as its editor later explained, ‘‘to get a circulating me- 
dium.’’** Even the Jeffersonian Republican, consistently and 
radically opposed to banks, admitted that it might be a good 
policy to charter a bank to issue large notes for a while. It 
estimated that there was enough gold and silver for small trans- 
actions."° The same paper, the most influential at Jefferson 
City where the legislature was meeting, published an inspired 
article while the discussion was at its zenith, the argument of 
which was as follows: the withdrawal of the notes of the United 
States bank, soon to take place because of the extinction of that 
corporation, would deprive the state of three-fourths of its cir- 
culating medium. Specie, or paper issued by state banks, must 
be the substitute, and the former was scarce in the United States. 
Missouri was left to choose, therefore, between the paper of a 
bank under its own control and the doubtful and unstable cur- 
rency of external banks, totally irresponsible to the state.’® | 

A bill finally appeared in the legislature providing for the in- 
corporation of a bank with a capital of one million dollars, of 
which one-half was to be subscribed by the state. Of the fifteen 
directors, nine were to be elected by the general assembly. The 
notes issued by the bank were to be receivable for all dues owed 
to the state and the private property of stockholders was to be 
liable for all the debts of the bank in proportion to the capital 
invested and owned by them. Eventually this bill passed the 
senate by a narrow majority, but it failed in the house.” 

Within a few months after the legislature adjourned, it was 
proposed again that a special session should be called to pass on 
the question of a bank bill. The agitation this time did not 


13 Missouri Intelligencer, December 20, 1834. 
14 Tbid., February 2, 1835. 

15 Jeffersonian Republican, January 17, 1835. 
16 Tbid., February 7, 1835. 

17 Jbid., January 24, March 7, 1835. 
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amount to much, however, for it was quickly pointed out that 
Governor Dunklin’s letter to Mr. Blakey prior to the last elec- 
tion had made the bank proposition an issue in many counties, 
and therefore it was presumed that the legislature would never 
pass a bank bill until after another election. In the spring of 
1836, however, it was proposed that the bank problem be settled 
at the August elections by a special ballot, allowing the electors 
the alternatives of voting for a bank with the usual privileges 
(meaning the ‘‘old-styled, unregulated, unsupervised’’ bank), 
for a bank with the individual stockholders liable for the debts 
of the bank, or against all banks issuing paper money.’® The 
editor of the Missouri Republican objected to this plan, declar- 
ing that specie money had failed; he thought that the members 
of the legislature should resign at once, that new elections should 
be held with the one issue before the people, and that the new leg- 
islature should be summoned immediately to pass upon the bank 
question.” The Jeffersonian Republican denied that specie 
money had failed; it asserted, on the other hand, that credit cur- 
rency had failed, pointed to Missouri’s experience to prove it, 
and declared that a special election in the spring of the year 
would be unfair to the great body of farmers throughout the 
state. If the poll were taken at the August election and the 
voters decided for a bank, the Jeffersonian would be resigned to 
their decision, but confidence was expressed that the farmers of 
the state would oppose the bank. The editor was certain that 
nothing worse than the establishment of a bank could befall the 
farmers, who already could obtain gold and silver for all they 
had to sell and who realized that a depreciated paper money 
would be of no more use than tobacco leaves in a land office.” 
Neither plan of laying the problem before the voters was 
worked out, and the newspaper discussion drifted to the other 
phases of the constitutional, political, and economic questions in- 
volved. Generally speaking, this discussion was theoretical, bad- 
ly warped by polities, and sadly deficient in an understanding of 
public finance. Constant reference to the earlier banking failures 
in the state was made. The clamor for a bank, its opponents 
'S Jeffersonian Republican, March 12, 1836. 


19 Ibid., April 9, 1836. 
20 Ibid., May 7, 1836, 
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charged, came from the St. Louis merchants, the remainder of the 
state, judging by the last two general assemblies, being against 
the proposition. The chief points involved in the newspaper 
war were the comparative advantages of hard money and paper 
money, the amount of control which a state could exercise in- 
dependently of surrounding states over its circulating medium, 
and, granted that paper money was a necessity, the question as 
to whether it would be preferable to have it issued within or 
without the state. The proponents urged the desirability of a 
paper currency less depreciated than that coming into the com- 
munity from distant states. They were answered that eastern 
banks issued sounder paper money than could be issued in Mis- 
souri. For example, the New York banks issued a smaller per- 
centage of notes as compared with their capital, and the notes 
were secured from loss by the banking reserves. Among the 
eastern banks it was more profitable to deal in bills of exchange 
than in note issue, while among the western banks the reverse 
was true. This was because eastern bills were above par in the 
west, while the western bills were below par in the east, and be- 
cause money was generally scarce in the west and more in de- 
mand and hence note issue was profitable, and hence also it was 
overdone. It was asserted that New York paper was better than 
any ever issued in Missouri, and better than that being issued in 
Illinois. ‘‘ And we lay it down as a truth not to be contradicted,”’ 
said the Jeffersonian Republican, ‘‘that the injury of a depre- 
ciated currency falls on the country that issues it. If the com- 
munity is determined to have a depreciated currency, it is better 
that it be issued abroad than at home.’’® 

Meanwhile the announcements of candidates for the state elec- 
tion in August, 1836, began to appear. That of L. W. Boggs, 
democratic candidate for governor, was the most significant so 
far as the bank question was concerned. He declared himself 
in favor of a well-restricted and wisely-organized specie-paying 
bank, issuing no note-under twenty dollars, in order to aid the 
specie circulation. He advocated state control in proportion to 
the amount of its stock, the profit accruing to the state to be 
used to reduce taxation. ‘‘The situation of our state,’’ he de- 


21 Jeffersonian Republican, April 23, May 14, 1836. 
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clared, ‘‘is a peculiar one. Missouri is the only state in the 
Union that has not one or more banks. We must either depend 
upon a circulating medium composed of the notes of the Banks 
of other states, or establish one of our own; otherwise we shall 
have all the evils of Banking without any of its advantages.”’ 
This announcement was lauded by the Missouri Argus, a liberal 
democratic paper of St. Louis, except that it thought that bills 
of smaller denomination than twenty dollars should be issued.” 
During the canvass the subject of a state bank was the issue of 
most importance. Both parties were divided. The whigs all 
desired a national bank, but one faction had concluded that a 
national bank could not be secured and that state banks were 
better than no banks at all. The other faction believed that the 
democratic party had determined to destroy the United States 
bank in order to aid state banking, to which it was therefore bit- 
terly opposed. This latter faction of whigs was quietly circulat- 
ing among the St. Louis merchants a petition addressed to the 
United States bank to reéstablish the branch in St. Louis. The 
democrats were all opposed to a national bank, but were divided 
as to the expediency of a state bank. All the democratic papers 
of the state, except the Jeffersonian Republican, had come to the 
conclusion (with some reservations) that a wisely-organized 
bank should be incorporated. That paper expressed its opinions 
suecinetly when it declared that its first object was to have no 
paper money, but if there must be paper money let it be issued 
under the responsibility of the state, and if there must be indi- 
vidual stockholders let them be separately and jointly bound for 
the redemption of all notes issued.” 

After the election, it was apparent that the bank party had 
carried the day and that if the various bank advocates could 
work together an institution would be established. In the mean- 
time, President Jackson issued the specie circular. Coincident 
with its publication in Missouri a circular from the state treas- 
urer announced that he would accept in the future only ‘‘lawful 
money of the United States.’’ Among the anti-bank people 
these two circulars only confirmed the dislike felt toward any pa- 
per money system. 


22 Missouri Argus, May 20, 1836. 
28 Jeffersonian Republican, August 27, 1836; Missouri Argus, September 27, 1836. 
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When the assembly met in November, 1836, the bank question 
was the one engrossing topic. Every phase of the question was 
discussed by the legislators as well as by the newspapers. In 
answer to the petition from the St. Louis merchants, the United 
States bank, chartered now by the state of Pennsylvania, had 
reopened a branch in that city, and this fact was used to excite 
opposition to a state bank.** The indignation of the legislators 
was turned against the agencies of outside banks, however, and 
a bill was passed providing for the expulsion of the branch Uni- 
ted States bank immediately and unconditionally, and for that of 
the agency of the Commercial bank of Cincinnati after the fol- 
lowing June first. The latter was the depositary in Missouri for 
the national government, and to expel it at once would have led 
to the removal of the government money to an adjoining state. 

As the session advanced the bank project grew in popularity, 
and before adjournment an act of incorporation was passed and 
approved by the governor, thus ending the five-year contest. On 
the whole the provisions of the charter were remarkably well 
drawn up. The bank was to have a capital stock of five million 
dollars, one-half of which was reserved for the state. The con- 
trol was vested in a president and twelve directors, seven of 
whom, including the president, were to be elected biennially by 
the legislature. The bank was empowered to begin business 
June 1, the time of the expulsion of the Commercial agency, the 
debt of which in Missouri it was authorized to purchase and 
manage. The shares were to be subscribed in gold and silver, 
and the bank was forbidden to issue notes to exceed one hun- 
dred per cent above the amount of the capital stock paid in. 
The suspension of specie payments was-forbidden under penalty 
of the annulment of the charter. In lieu of all taxation on the 
bank the corporation was to pay the state a bonus of one-fourth 
of one per cent annually on all the private stock subscribed. 
The issuing of bills of a smaller denomination than ten dollars 
was forbidden. The notes of the bank were to be receivable for 
all debts due to the state, while on the other hand the state was 
to use the bank and its branches as places of deposit. The bank 


24 Missouri Argus, November 4, 1836. 
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was also empowered to open negotiations with the federal gov- 
ernment anticipatory to appointment as its deposit bank in the 
state.” 

When news was circulated of this action of the legislature, 
considerable disappointment was expressed by the ‘‘no-bank”’ 
faction of the democratic party. As was natural also, fault was 
found with the terms of the charter. The editor of the Jeffer- 
sonian Republican declared himself as unalterably opposed to 
all banking institutions as he had ever been, but piously added 
that he hoped this bank might prove a public blessing. News- 
paper contributors from the hard-money faction maintained that 
the charter violated both the national and the state constitu- 
tions.”*° 

The two features most criticised, however, were those relating 
to the denominations of the notes to be issued and to the omis- 
sion of a provision making the individual stockholders liable in 
their private property for the debts of the bank. To reassure 
the publie on these points, the directors, soon after their organi- 
zation, let it be known that they had unanimously resolved to 
emit no bill under twenty dollars and to emit no more bills than 
could be redeemed in specie. 

The bank was opened for business in a small way early in 
May, 1837, and by proclamation of the governor was authorized 
to commence issues and discounts on its own paper after July 
28.*° Despite the panic of that year, the operations of the bank 
were highly successful. In August it became the deposit bank 
in Missouri for the United States government and in September 
its notes were commanding a premium of seven and a half per 
cent over the notes of all other western banks.** It was a 
specie-paying bank from the first, and continued to be despite 
the efforts of the whigs in 1839 to destroy it by presenting a 
mass of depreciated paper from the banks of surrounding states, 
paper which the bank refused to honor. A run on the bank, or- 
ganized for political purposes, followed, but the state govern- 

25> Laws of Missouri, 1836-1837, p. 11. 

°° Jeffersonian Republican, January 21, March 4, 1837. 


*7 Missourt Argus, May 3, August 1, 1837. 
*8 Ibid., September 8, 1837. 
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ment and the Santa Fe traders came to its aid and it emerged 
from the contest stronger than ever. For the next twenty years 
it was a powerful institution, conservatively managed, and dur- 
ing this ante-bellum period of state banking was at all times an 
honor to the state. 

F. F. Srerpens 
University oF Missouri 

CotumB14, Missouri 








THE JESUIT IN THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 


The story of the Jesuit in the Mississippi valley is cut by the 
course of events into two chapters, between which there is a 
conspicuously blank page. Roughly speaking, each chapter cov- 
ers a century (104 and 96 years) ; the blank page accounts for 59 
years. The first chapter comprises the period from the coming 
of Father Rene Menard into this valley in 1660, until in 1764 a 
decadent monarchy broke up the missions and carried the mis- 
sionaries as captives away from their flocks. During a few 
years of the succeeding period of captivity a solitary, decrepit old 
man, a last lingering leaf after the blasts of autumn, Father 
Sebastian Meurin, ministered here in the vicinity of St. Louis to 
the aborigines and the trappers. Finally in 1823 — ninety-six 
years ago — a new apostolate of twelve Jesuits (DeSmet among 
them) came over the Alleghanies to reéstablish the work of their 
predecessors under happier auspices. 

This paper will say a word to awaken your memory of the 
Jesuits of that olden time, which might be called the French 
régime; and then another word to invite you into the very lives 
of the men of our own day, the American Jesuits, that you may 
see and know the spirit which is the Jesuit. If in the first cen- 
tury you have seen the workmanship of the tool, you may today 
see how the tool is fashioned to produce its work. An interpre- 
tation is placed before you such that the historian who reads the 
Jesuit in its light may be able almost certainly to write true 
history. 

First, however, it will be well to dispose of the intervening 
blank page. It is not without its meaning. John Bach McMas- 
ter, describing the northern section of this valley just at the 
period when no Jesuit had set foot upon its soil for a decade of 
years, says that there ‘‘Indians, Jesuits, and buffalo roamed at 
will.’’ He appends a lengthy footnote of evidence that the 
buffalo had not yet vanished. One is tempted to be vexed that 
he should care more about the beast than the men, but beneath 
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his apparent lapse there lies an interesting truth, which is offer- 
ed only to those who read carefully. McMaster unconsciously 
reveals that he is under the impression there had been numerous 
bands of Jesuits of old in this valley. The fact is it would be 
necessary to include the name of Charlevoix and others who 
merely passed through this region in order to raise their total 
number to half a hundred. It is clear, then, that these half a 
hundred loomed so large not merely in popular imagination but 
in the minds of even serious and eminent historians that they 
counted a host. And such indeed they were. No deed of hero- 
ism can be found among the thrilling recitals that have made 
the name of Sparta imperishable that was not matched or equal- 
ed in endurance by this little pioneer band here in America. 
They can never be forgotten. When the mists rise from the 
waters of the rivers of this valley, thought will visualize itself 
before the minds of meditative travelers into the memories and 
shapes of these heroes so long as the present race of men ply the 
Mississippi. McMaster has given a picture, an illustration for 
that vacant page: it is the wraiths of the missionaries moving 
as in a mirage over the now blooming valley, instilling into the 
evening gloaming and the wakeful matin time a spirit of hero- 
ism and love. 

There is little excuse for the American historian who errs 
seriously in writing of the Jesuits. Their number was never 
large. The Jesuit relations give us the names and dates of those 
of the first hundred years; while the men of the second century 
are almost with us yet. Persons who knew DeSmet and his 
companions familiarly are not rare. What is better than know- 
ing their name, we may, if we will, know the philosophy of their 
lives which charts the channels of their thought. Still, even 
recent writers, worthy otherwise of notice, are making egregious 
blunders in their regard. Not to speak of those who mistake 
their spirit altogether, such as the latest editor of the journal 
of Antoine Bonnefoy, who makes the impossible Priber a Jesuit, 
what is to be said of the author of one of our pretentious works 
who lists Pierre Laclede, the founder of St. Louis, among the 
fathers; or of another in whose writings one finds LaMorinie, 
the founder of Cape Girardeau, confused with Father LaMorinie 
who antedated the other by two generations? The fact that 
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these were men of families should have warned the writers of 
the danger of error. The Jesuits have no secrets; they work 
and speak in the daylight, and in the darkness they have said 
nothing. In other lands, they have indeed worn disguises. 
What can be more interesting than the impersonations of Father 
(ierard and his-associates, whose manner of life invented and 
gave the word Jesuitical to our language, because forsooth they 
masqueraded, as any sensible men would do, to escape the rack, 
the thumbscrew, and the scaffold. But in this valley no Jesuits 
ever wore a disguise. And yet in a sense they have done so; for 
many men’s minds are such that there seems a curtain betwixt 
the Jesuit’s face and them. It is the duty of the historian to 
tear off every veil and mask that hides the truth. 

Father Rene Menard, the first member of the Jesuit order to 
cross over the divide from the watershed of the Great lakes 
into this valley, may be said to have worn a disguise. In 1660 
he traversed the fir forests of northern Wisconsin, and wrote 
thence that he contemplated going to the Dakotas. Justin Win- 
sor quotes Perrot as indicating that he crossed the Mississippi 
in his wandering; this was years before Penn had settled on 
the Susquehanna. We cannot trace his route exactly; but he is 
in the valley yet. The wolf and eagle alone know where his tired 
body rested for its last sleep; it was in Wisconsin and that state 
has cherished his memory as one of the firstborn of the heroes 
that consecrate its soil. But to revert to his disguise. Look at 
the old gentleman standing at the camp kettle of the savages 
waiting for his rations; how mean and vile he looks. You could 
never convince the hungry tribe that he came here for anything 
but to get a cheap meal at their expense. What loathsome 
surroundings, day and night! How little does the shaggy condi- 
tion of his outward presence bespeak the inward man! The fact 
cannot be gainsaid that he was very eager to accept a meager 
share of the savage repast, whether it was sagamite, or rotten 
fish, or a leg of dog. And when the keen-edged blizzards of the 
north eame down upon his lightly covered skin, he was eager 
again to hide in the secrimp shelter of the tepee. The natives 
were right in so conjecturing. But what did they know of his 
motive; what did they realize of the sacrifices he was making for 
love of them? Manifold scales of ignorance hid all this from 
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their view. It may be doubted whether in the whole range of 
the records of the brave work of the members of the Jesuit order 
there was any other place in the world where the fathers had to 
put on such lowly seeming, and to live in such debased circum- 
stances as in this valley. 

One cannot blame the poor Indians greatly for not knowing 
the things that were to their advantage and for not at once ree- 
ognizing a friend who brought them in his heart all the blessings 
of a civilization of which they had no conception; but it is hard 
to excuse the European nations, even in their decadency, for not 
seeing their best benefactors in Menard and those who followed 
in his footsteps. 

For after Menard, his brothers of the order knew their way 
into the valley. We are meeting them in all sorts of unexpected 
places in our researches after its early history. The first time 
the word ‘‘Mississippi’’ occurs in literature a Jesuit, Allouez, 
writes the word. The first man to give an eyewitness’ account 
of the valley was Marquette; and those first half hundred Jesuits 
had the knack of placing themselves in the doorway of the story 
of so many of the future states hereabout that none of us can 
pass them without ungraciousness. Menard’s body rests today 
in Wisconsin; Marquette’s grave was in Michigan, Binneteau 
— though the Jesuit relations place him in Randolph county, 
Illinois— is sleeping at Peoria; Pinet, whom the relations list as 
dying in Chicago, belongs rather to St. Louis. His death oc- 
curred within the present limits of this city, and the Des Peres 
river is named from him. Aulneau rests in Minnesota. The 
state reaches an arm out above the forty-ninth parallel to take 
in Aulneau park and his last resting place. Allouez and Vivier 
are in northern and southern Indiana. Brother Philip Crucy 
is alone in Arkansas. Father Baudouin, a native of Canada, 
sleeps in Louisiana; while the ashes of Father Senat were cast 
to the winds by the flames that consumed him in Mississippi not 
far from the boundaries of Alabama. 

All these wore their unassumed disguises hiding them chiefly 
from the eyes of savages — except Senat. In his time New Or- 
leans depended for its food on the little Jesuit colony at Kas- 
kaskia, Illinois. When the Chickasaw went on the warpath and 
cut off connections between the two posts, Dartaguiette and 
Vincennes, representing the majesty of France, went forth to 
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chastise the offenders and Senat accompanied them as chaplain. 
The expedition was unfortunate. Dartaguiette and Vincennes 
were captured, and with them Father Senat. A negro attempt- 
ed in the mélée to protect the priest from a savage war club, but 
fell himself victim of the blow. Isn’t that a picture for the 
rotunda of the capitol building of the state of Mississippi? 
Senat could have escaped, but he was a good shepherd, and 
stayed with his flock unto death. And such a death: burning at 
the stake! He had dreamed of that sacrifice when he was a 
young Jesuit in France; it had fascinated him and made him 
yearn to come to America. For hours during the agonies of the 
fire and excruciating tortures, he saw the squaws and papooses 
eating the meat cut from his frying body, but knew it was not 
really the savages who were consuming him. These were ogre 
teeth that did the biting, long teeth of diplomats at the courts 
of England and France across the seas. He knew he was dying 
for France whose cause he identified with that of God. But 
France did not so see it. He was in disguise; he wore a garb 
and spoke a tongue of seriousness that France and particuarly 
gay Paris of the perpetually giddy ballroom could never com- 
prehend. <A profligate civilization and savagery show a like in- 
telligence of the things that are to their profit. Senat and his 
brethren labored in this valley for the glory of their native 
France as no one else has ever done, but how rarely did that 
nation — certain individuals conspicuously excepted — ever fur- 
ther their efforts? Far more frequently its officials took the 
side of licentiousness against them, destroying the nascent 
growth of civilization and proving more hostile to the spread of 
Christianity than the savages themselves. Finally, in a mad 
orgy of infidelity in 1764, the officials of their own nation con- 
fiseated the Jesuits’ goods, sold their property (even that which 
was on British territory), and transported the workers across 
the Atlantic. 

Father Sebastian Meurin was permitted under hard condi- 
tions to return from the port of embarkation to the Illinois 
missions. He took up his abode in Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, 
then Spanish territory, as the Jesuit headquarters across the 
river at Kaskaskia, Illinois, in British jurisdiction, had been 
sold. But he was not permitted to labor in peace. Rocheblave, 
who was at this time in command on the Spanish side, took of- 























140 Laurence J. Kenny M. V.H. A. 


fense that the priest should acknowledge his obedience to his 
lawful ecclesiastical superior, the bishop of Quebec, a British 
subject, and Meurin had to flee from legal prosecution to the 
hazardous shelter of the flag of England in Illinois. 

The Indians are gone today from the banks of the Mississippi; 
France is gone from this valley, and Spain from the continent. 
Father Meurin lived to hear strange rumblings of a storm, 
whose center was in Philadelphia in 1776, which threatened the 
British rule in America. He died the following year. He did 
not live to know that George Rogers Clark would in the very 
next year capture the chameleon Rocheblave, now English gov- 
ernor of Illinois residing in the old Jesuit homestead, and that 
it would be in that house, which of course was legally a Jesuit 
house still, that the greatest event in the civil history of the 
Mississippi valley was to be enacted, when by this capture the 
whole of the ‘‘old northwest’’ became the property of the 
American colonies. We do not know that the old Kaskaskia 
bell was used to ring out liberty to all the land, nor do we know 
that Clark erected a flag over the captured property of the 
Jesuits in which the governor abode. But we do know that the 
Jesuit home in Kaskaskia was the ‘‘Liberty hall’’ from which 
the sovereignty of the stars and stripes expanded far and wide 
over the great region that was in time to add six more proud 
stars to the brightest constellation that floats the skies. 

Father Meurin’s grave is at Florissant, just a few miles out 
from St. Louis. There, right near him, lies DeSmet, and the 
other brave Belgians who came hither with him in 1823. They 
rest with a hundred other Jesuits of the new century on a grassy 
knoll beneath the shadow of the novitiate of St. Stanislaus. 

It was to this spot that DeSmet and his companions directed 
their steps on their first coming hither, and they did immediately 
— with a new kind of bravery — what it had never occurred to 
any one of the early Jesuits to attempt in the valley: they opened 
a novitiate. A novitiate is a factory in which Jesuits are pro- 
duced. When that gentle follower Jacques, whom you must 
have seen leaning over to catch the dying words of Marquette, 
persevered through years and years in his yearnings to be in- 
corporated into the order, they had to send the poor fellow 
across the Atlantic for the formality of a novitiate in those old 
days. DeSmet and his associates opened a novitiate, because 
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most of them were only novices. The place was bleak and bare 
as Bethlehem then, but it has blossomed today into a garden of 
paradise, where in very truth the divinity walks in the evening 
air with the young men who have retired thither to learn to 
know and to love Him. I should rather have said a Palestine, 
for it is Jesus the novice walks with. 

For they study there and they learn but one thing, that which 
Paul of Tarsus had learned when he said, ‘‘For me to live is 
Christ.’’ They clothe themselves with Christ. By days and 
hours and months of meditation on the gospels, they saturate 
their intelligences with Jesus, their imaginations, their wills, 
their whole souls; yes, their very bodies. For those who know 
the meaning of the eucharist will understand that they receive 
daily into their bodies of flesh a transfusion of the blood of Jesus. 
But isn’t there some fanaticism in it all? Nothing is further 
removed. Fanaticism outruns reason and grace, and is betray- 
ed by its venom of hate. The spirit of Jesus is love. Like Jona- 
than with David, these youths live with Jesus so intimately 
that they have as it were one heart. All the vehemence of the 
suppressed love in their breasts, just developing into the full- 
ness of manhood, is taken over by Jesus himself, and made to 
reach out over the whole world and to embrace all mankind in a 
divine charity. But the love of Jesus for his bosom friends is a 
jealous love. It will brook no rivalry with the love of this 
world’s goods, wealth; nor with the sacramental love of matri- 
mony ; much less with the maddening love of power. The novice 
turns from these things and vows himself to poverty, chastity, 
and obedience for the love of Jesus; he is then a Jesuit. These 
are the three mystical wounds of Christ, the stigmata, the young 
Jesuit must bear in his members as perpetual tokens of loyalty 
to his king. 

Tn less solemn parlance, it may be said that the novice has in- 
deed fixed his wagon to a star. Now it should be confessed 
that those silent motionless stars, when one has well knotted his 
hitching strap to them, are found to be in motion, a motion too of 
a tremendous velocity. The wagon at the other end of the traces 
down here on earth, must collide with ruts and rocks, and soon 
leave the earth all together, and pass from mountain peak to 
peak sometimes with disastrous results. What I mean to say 
is that some Jesuits fall by the wayside. LaSalle, for instance, 
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wore the Jesuit habit for nine years. Others are carried along, 
as one might say, consigned to the hospital corps. These latter 
may with modesty as well as truth speak of the valor and good- 
ness of those who persevere to the end as true and valiant lovers, 

This is the spirit of the Jesuit of today and all time. You 
may well ask whether the Jesuit of this last chapter is produ- 
cing aught to compare with the doings of the elder race of giants. 
Well, you are not unfamiliar with at least one phase of their 
educational endeavors: the schools, colleges, and universities 
they have originated and sustained in this region. Here is the 
work of an Atlas, if not a Hercules. Has it occurred to you 
that possibly the indirect results of these scholastic foundations 
may equal or even surpass that which they have directly attain- 
ed? Just as the Jesuit college of Quebec had scarcely been in 
operation a year before John Harvard was moved to bequeath 
his library for an educational institution in Massachusetts, so the 
St. Louis university charter was the harbinger of that of the 
University of Missouri and of others about us. It is difficult to 
forbear from amplifying this idea. It is full of meat. 

But let me hasten to say a word about social work, which has 
become in our day a test of the utility of an organization. In 
this valley, as elsewhere, there is a divine social work going on 
so commonly that it is easily overlooked. You know what con- 
fession is: the sinner tells his trespasses to the priest and prom- 
ises solemnly to God that he will henceforth lead a better life. 
There was a Jesuit here in St. Louis—to name but one — of 
whom it is known that in one year he heard 50,000 confessions ; 
that many persons promised individually, with a solemnity that 
none can comprehend who have not had the experience of it, 
that they would serve God better and love their neighbor more 
truly for the future. Wasn’t that a social uplift for this com- 
munity? I do not hesitate to hold that all the judges, courts, the 
police force, the jails, and the social workers taken together, 
good and necessary as they all are, did not effect a wider or 
deeper civic betterment than the savior of the world did thus 
through Daniel McErlane. 

If you would know individuals of the later Society of Jesus 
better, biographies of some of them have been written. I shall 
pass over DeSmet. There is a modest little volume on the life of 
Father Paul Ponziglione, who wandered over Kansas in the days 
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of his young manhood, and churches today mark the course of 
his journeys. His boyhood was spent in sunny Italy and, though 
he was slighter in frame, his life was as full of promise as that of 
either of his cousin playmates, one of whom became King Victor 
Emmanuel, the other Cardinal Oreglia, dean of the sacred col- 
lege of cardinals. Paul, of no less noble blood, begged his bread, 
for Christ, along the bridle paths of bleeding Kansas. Perhaps 
you are familiar with the name of Father James Conway 
through his brief but exquisite contributions to the history of 
this section. This young scion of Kansas became a scholar, an 
orator, a philosopher who might be ranged beside any of the 
world’s bright intellects of his day until his fiery intelligence 
burnt out his physical frame. Father William Stanton — if one 
could hear the merriment of his shout! — might be called a cow- 
boy Jesuit, but no truer twin spirit to Marquette for splendid 
daring and gentle patience ever lived. His biography is an 
event, I take it, in the literary history of our section. 

It is time to conclude. More than two centuries and a half 
have passed since Menard came into the valley and since Allouez 
wrote the name, the Mississippi. Marquette would fain have 
christened the river, in honor of the sweet mother of his heaven- 
ly king, the Conception. But the stream is still a wild savage 
child of nature. In that far future day when its great torrent 
shall have been tamed and disciplined into the service of God 
and man, the Jesuits will still be in this valley. They may be 
white men or they may be brown but they will be here. They 
may be your own descendants; such strange things happen. 
Today a descendant of Laclede, and descendants of two of Mis- 
souri’s governors, who could never have dreamt of such an 
eventuality, are wearing the black robe of the Jesuit. Whoever 
the Jesuits will be in that future day, they will love their fellow 
men at least not less than those of today love the men about 
them, or than those of the first century loved the Indian and the 
voyageur,— to death. They will lead lives of sacrifice, and will 
perform heroic deeds, but whether these will fall within the 
range of history’s vision cannot be known. 

Laurence J. Kenny 
St. Louis University 
Sr. Louis, Missourtr 







































AFTER-THE-WAR REORGANIZATION OF HISTORY IN 
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


During the past half decade the world has passed through a 
succession of experiences that have no parallel in any epoch of 
history. Every living human being has felt in some way or other 
the effects of the war, and has had to readjust in some manner 
his habits of life to meet changing conditions. Currents and 
modes of thought have been interrupted, and long-cherished 
ideals in some instances have been completely demolished, while 
in others new ideals have hastily come into being, and old ones 
have been raised to a prominence never before known. 

We have been conscious all the time of certain transforma- 
tions taking place in and around us, and yet we are just now be- 
ginning to realize fully that the entire world has been greatly 
changed in many respects, and that pre-war conditions can never 
be reéstablished, even if it should seem desirable to restore them. 
The clear comprehension of this fact by educators in general 
and by history teachers in particular gives a new perspective of 
the aims, values, and methods of education, and singles out ‘‘re- 
construction’’ as the universally important problem of the hour. 

As reconstruction is already rapidly going on in the fields of 
industry, commerce, and social organization, it is important that 
education keep step with the changes that are being made in 
order that it may render effective public service. All the ele- 
mentary school subjects are directly concerned by the changing 
social conditions, but history is perhaps affected most, and it is 
in that field that reorganization should first take place. 

As we analyze the history work of the elementary school of 
the past few years in the light of the demands made upon it dur- 
ing the period of the war, we should seek to ascertain wherein 
and why it has succeeded or failed to accomplish what was ex- 
pected of it before attempting to restate our objectives and reor- 
ganize our content and methods. 

Anyone who is well informed on the status of history teaching 
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knows that beyond the development of antipathies toward coun- 
tries with which our nation has had misunderstandings and con- 
flicts in the past, and certain sentiments regarding intra-group 
loyalty, politica! institutions, political and military leaders and 
heroes, our results have been largely informational and catechet- 
ical in character. The type of history we have been teaching has 
been so badly skewed toward the academic by the historians’ 
chronology and logic that its adaptation to the interests of chil- 
dren and its practical value have been obscured, and the pupils 
have looked upon it as a collection of abstractions with little or 
no value for present or future affairs. As a result, when we 
came to analyze its values in connection with the situations of 
the war that had to be met, we found that our pupils knew a few 
historical facts, a considerable amount of verbiage, and had 
formed some attitudes and prejudices pro and con. 

These facts became apparent to many of us at the outset of 
the war. President Wilson quickly recognized the shortcomings 
and sought the codperation of school officers in bringing before 
the pupils of the elementary and high schools a body of neglected 
subject matter entitled Lessons in community and national life 
and designed to develop an intelligent enthusiasm for national- 
ism, which was conspicuously lacking; to present situations, 
neglected or glossed over in our textbooks, that would appeal 
more strongly to the intelligence of the pupils and could be 
turned to account in intellectualizing later contacts with prac- 
tical affairs; and to create a sense of personal responsibility in 
the civie affairs of the community. 

Many social organizations also saw the advantage of provid- 
ing opportunities for participation by the children in the home 
activities of the war and asked the schools to share these experi- 
ences. The coming of the various civic activities into the work 
of the school gave a new interest in the time-worn facts of his- 
tory — their bearing on the problems of the war. Both teachers 
and pupils began to realize that the present furnishes the live 
problems and provides the real motives that enlist the interest 
in the study of the past, not for the sake of the past but for the 
purpose of understanding it and applying its lessons to the solu- 
tion of present-day problems. The practical way in which this 
important lesson was brought to the attention of history teach- 
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ers through the linking of current events and the war activities 
of the schools with the great lessons and principles of our his- 
tory, reveals to us our previous error of treating facts and 
events as isolated happenings instead of situations typical in 
many respects of the problems of the present and accounts in a 
large measure for the partial failure of history in the elementary 
school. 

The war has shown us that we can develop sentiments, atti- 
tudes, and ideals very easily through the medium of well-chosen 
history, and has emphasized the importance of having it done 
skillfully. It has indicated the phases of history that are most 
closely related to the life activities of the pupils and has demon- 
strated the value of a more dynamic treatment of the subject 
matter of history over the static treatment that has quite gener- 
ally prevailed. It has also pointed out to us the futility of teach- 
ing history unless we are able gradually to bring the pupil to 
sense history as a movement to realize great ideals essential to 
the highest type of social life, and to recognize that he is a part 
of the movement and must assume some responsibility for main- 
taining and continuing its existence. 

Before attempting to present a plan for the reorganization of 
our course of study in elementary school history, we must first 
consider the effect of the war upon the aim of history. The les- 
sons of the war have confirmed the pre-war views held by many of 
our educational leaders that the fundamental aim of history 
teaching is American citizenship in its broadest sense, and have 
further shown that our schoolroom practices and textbook 
authorships were far in the rear of this aim. But while our war 
experience has demonstrated the necessity of teaching history 
for the purpose of making a citizenry that can understand and 
interpret the social and political life about them, it has also 
pointed out with equal clearness that there are many specific 
subordinate aims implied in citizenship that can not be taken 
for granted and left entirely to incidental teaching, if we are to 
expect the citizen to function intelligently in the various activ- 
ities and interests of the community. 

Without obscuring or losing sight of our fundamental aim, we 
must also introduce our pupils to, and develop an appreciation 
for, the significant historic problems and situations, the sim- 
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ilarity of which may be recognized in connection with present 
problems and situations of international as well as national 
scope. This should enable the pupil to intellectualize any new 
social or political situation that contains kindred or identical ele- 
ments with the situations of history previously studied and 
should eliminate much of the provincialism with which Ameri- 
cans in the past have been charged. 

With the foregoing principles in mind, we can now proceed to 
lay out the objectives for each of the grades, select the materials 
through which the objectives may best be realized, and indicate 
the most suitable methods for the different grades. 

GRADE I 

Objective: To put the child in intelligent contact with his 
surroundings. The child six years of age who enters the first 
grade of our public schools has had few experiences other than 
those of the home and the play group with which he has come in 
contact. These experiences constitute the point of departure for 
the teacher of history and she must see that they are properly 
understood before she attempts to lead the child into a larger 
world of thought and experience. When the child has been put 
into more intelligent contact with the life of his home, play 
group, and immediate surroundings through the work of the 
school, he will then be able to understand better and image more 
correctly the life relations of other people of other times and 
places. 

This work of the first school year is preliminary in character, 
but very important both from the standpoint of socializing the 
child and for the development of the historic concepts that must 
follow. It must deal largely with the sensory experience of the 
child, stressing what he actually sees, touches, hears, makes, and 
does. The teacher should direct the observations of the pupil 
to the simple social relations of his everyday life, and his activi- 
ties along lines that will enable him to experience most fully the 
simple principles that underlie organized society. 

In the first half of the first grade the lessons should be largely 
conversational in character, the teacher leading the child to ex- 
press himself freely about his experiences at home and in the 
community. He may be stimulated to talk more freely through 
the use of pictures portraying common social experiences, or 
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through stories told by the teacher. These common experiences 
may become the themes for reading lessons, or the reading les- 
son may be chosen to supplement the experience which the 
teacher seeks to have the child properly understand. 

During the second half of the first grade the child should be 
led to observe more widely and to interpret some of the school 
relations and various activities of the community. The class dis- 
cussions may be followed by free-hand illustration, cardboard 
construction, or sand-table demonstration. 

GRADE II 

Objective: To develop initial concepts of progress through 
the comparative study of conditions farapart. Through the work 
of the first grade the child’s ‘‘self’’ has expanded, his known 
world has been enlarged, and his appreciation of the members 
of his family, playmates, and other people involved in the satis- 
faction of his needs has been deepened. With this mass of ex- 
perience as a basis, the teacher’s aim in the second grade should 
be the development of definite notions of progress by a com- 
parative study of the conditions under which primitive people 
like the American Indians or early Aryans and the pioneer set- 
tlers of our own community lived. The contrast between an 
Indian wigwam or a pioneer’s cabin and the modern home with 
its many conveniences, or between the food, clothing, and tools 
of the people of primitive times and those of his own day ought 
to develop the time sense of the child and provide initial con- 
cepts of the meaning of history. 

The work of the second grade, like that of the first, should also 
be informal. It may grow out of the reading lesson, or may be 
given independent of the other school work. The point of de- 
parture may be some old relic or heirloom brought to school by 
a pupil, or pictures of the life of other people and of other times. 
The imagination of the child is now put to test, but with his clear 
experiences gained in the previous grade and through the assist- 
ance of tangible remains of former times, fairly correct images 
should be formed. These can be tested further through free- 
hand illustration, construction, and sand-table demonstration. 

Holiday celebrations now take on more meaning and some 
attempt at explanation can be made through picturing the orig- 
inal occasion that gave rise to the custom. This will also tax the 
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imagination; but by careful checking, a fairly good image of 
former times can be developed and a concept of progress should 
result. 

GRADE II 

Objective: To enlarge concepts of progress and develop atti- 
tudes, sentiments, and ideals basic to good citizenship. The pur- 
pose of the work in the third grade is to familiarize the chil- 
dren with the events and incidents of local history, to arouse an 
interest in the progress of the community, and to develop civic 
pride and city loyalty. The basis has been properly laid in the 
preceding grades for this starting point of historical study, and 
the acquaintance now to be made from intimate contact with the 
developing life of the city should result in an understanding and 
appreciation of the city problems and civic life of which the child 
is a part, and of which he must become a more important part 
as his eivie responsibilities increase. As the problems of a de- 
mocracy are very largely the problems of the city, intelligent 
citizenship in the state and nation rests upon those concepts of 
city institutions learned from first-hand experience, and fortified 
by a knowledge and appreciation of the city’s past achievements 
and its present ideals and purposes. 

In presenting this material to the child, his interests and knowl- 
edge of the city as it now is must be kept in mind. But important 
landmarks that have played a part in the community’s progress 
should be used as starting points and a feeling of reverence for 
them should be developed which can be contrasted with the feel- 
ing of pride for the new and modern things. Through the proper 
treatment of local history, attitudes, sentiments, and ideals that 
constitute a substantial foundation for such fine virtues as patri- 
otism, civie pride, and public spirit can be developed. If as a 
result of such instruction the pupil senses the developing life 
of his community, realizes that he is a part of it and must con- 
tinue to play a more and more important part as he approaches 
the age of citizenship, and develops a ‘‘home feeling’? for it, the 
aim of history teaching for this grade has been realized. 

GRADE IV 

Objective: To enlarge further concepts of progress and to 
develop an understanding and appreciation of the past. In the 
work of the fourth grade the children are expected to obtain 
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clearer notions of progress and insight into the ways in which it 
has taken place. They should now be stimulated to observe care- 
fully the relics of pioneer days. Monuments, historic sites of the 
locality, pictures, and family history can be used as landmarks 
of progress, and around them can be organized the stories of the 
life, customs, and achievements of our early settlers. The com- 
munity’s past thus becomes a real past, which will contribute in 
a general way to a feeling of reality regarding the larger past 
which the pupils must become acquainted with, and which can 
be constructed only out of the elements supplied by the local 
past. 

The intermediate grades afford the proper time and place to 
gather direct personal experiences of the character just de- 
scribed upon which historical knowledge can be accurately and 
safely built. In the words of Professor Johnson, ‘‘The result 
should be an added sense of reality both of the past and of the 
present and the kind of communion between past and present 
which, in the language of some present-day educators, makes his- 
tory function.’’ 

The methods by which this work can best be accomplished are 
individual excursions, class excursions, story telling, discussion 
of written records of local interest, conversational lessons, 
simple problem studies, dramatizations, sand table demonstra- 
tions, and modeling. 

GRADE V 

Objective: To develop concepts of and an appreciation for 
the historic movements of which the local region was a part. 
Through the study of local history the child has become more or 
less familiar in an incidental way with the history of Illinois and 
the upper Mississippi valley. It therefore follows that the in- 
terests thus aroused should be followed further before they are 
dropped in order that the child may sense the importance of the 
historic movements which he will later identify in connection 
with the larger historic movements of his country. Hence the 
first part of the fifth grade is given up to stories of the home 
state and its contiguous territory which constituted the Amer- 
ican frontier and which was a battle ground for three nations 
during the latter part of the eighteenth and the early part of the 
nineteenth centuries. The development of clear concepts of 
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frontier life and the sensing of the importance of the issues there 
decided to later and wider historic movements will give the child 
a proper mass of experiences for perceiving and appreciating 
the larger movements of American history. 

In the second part of the fifth grade the work should consist of 
a brief survey of American history through the lives of the lead- 
ers who have helped to make our country. Different types of 
leaders should be studied and through them the historic move- 
ments with which they were identified. Facts and information 
should not receive much attention, but emphasis should be placed 
on the development of general impressions, an appreciation of 
American ideals, and an interpretation of the movements of his- 
tory with which our heroes and leaders have been associated. 


GRADE VI 


Objective: To develop through the study of the evolution of 
democratic institutions an understanding and appreciation of 
our heritage of European knowledge, customs, and ideals that 
have been controlling forces in the movements of American his- 
tory and in the development of a high type of citizenship. 

The pupils should have as a result of the history acquired in 
the first five grades a mass of real experiences and impressions 
that will enable them to undertake the study of the movements 
of American history more systematically and thoroughly. As 
the roots of these movements strike back into certain portions of 
Kuropean soil, the work of the sixth grade is given up largely to 
the study of European events and conditions that throw light on 
the early movements of the history of the United States. Here 
the pupils will find the motives and ideals of European peoples 
from which our own have sprung. These must not be treated as 
time-worn facts, but must be vitalized through comparison with 
actual conditions and situations that confront the children in 
their present-day life, and through the wise use of methods. 

The work should include a discussion of the rise of the Greeks, 
some of their most famous men, their ideals and character, and 
their oath of citizenship; the Romans as the successors to the 
Greeks, the Germanic tribes as successors to the Romans, the 
English and their struggle for liberty, and the beginnings of ex- 
ploration and discovery. 

















152 


W. C. Reavis M. V. HLA. 


GRADE VII 

Objective: To acquaint the pupil with those phases of the 
history of the United States from its beginning to the close of 
the war of 1812 that have had bearing on national growth and 
development, in order that he may comprehend, appreciate, and 
be able to utilize the problems, issues, and ideals that have 
played an important part in our national history and in our in- 
ternational relations in their bearing on his present and future 
duties as an American citizen. 

If we accept this objective for the history work of the seventh 
grade our task as teachers is a broader one than the analysis, 
interpretation, and memorization of the usual textbook material. 
This does not mean that the textbook must be discarded. It can 
still be used as a core of information, logically and chrono- 
logically arranged and organized. Our task in reorganizing the 
course will then consist (1) in setting forth the topics and prob- 
lems of the period indicated which will yield the values desired 
in contemporary and future citizenship; (2) in placing within 
the reach of the pupils suitable reference materials designed to 
supplement and enforce the topics and problems possessing 
known values; (3) in allowing a large discretion in methods so 
that our varying local, national, and international interests may 
receive emphasizing in lesson presentation according to their 
current importance. 

GRADE VIII 

Objective: To acquaint the pupil with those phases of the his- 
tory of the United States from the close of the war of 1812 to 
the present time that have had bearing on our growth and devel- 
opment as a nation established and conducted on the principles 
of democratic institutions and ideals, in order that he may clear- 
ly understand and appreciate the fundamental principles and 
ideals of American citizenship and keenly sense his personal 
responsibility in maintaining them in our national and interna- 
tional relations as well as in personal affairs. 

The full realization of this objective through the history work 
of the eighth grade depends upon the realization of basic objec- 
tives of the preceding grades. If the child has been properly 
socialized as a result of the pre-history work of the early grades; 
if he has developed correct concepts of progress and historic 
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movements through his contact with the sources, relics, and 
monuments of local history and his images have been clearly 
formed as a result of comparisons with present day conditions; 
if sentiments, attitudes, and ideals basic to patriotism and public 
spirit have been formed through the contacts with the materials 
of local history that are subjects of reverence and pride; if, 
through the study of our pioneer life, he has come to appreciate 
the past and to realize its part in the larger historic movements 
of our country and has sensed our European heritage of ideals 
and principles that loom large in American history, he is entitled 
to be classed as a ‘‘citizen in the making.’’ 

With this background and basis we can undertake the more 
systematic study of United States history in the seventh and 
eighth grades with the objectives stated in view; and with the 
proper selection and treatment of subject matter, reorganized 
in accordance with the lessons that have been so vividly brought 
to our attention as a result of the war, there is no reason to doubt 
that history will offer a new interest to our pupils, and will yield 
new values in intelligent citizenship that have not been realized 
before. 


W. C. Reavis 


Auton, Iturno1s 




















THE EFFECT OF THE WAR ON HIGH SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTION 


Studies of this nature have become so much a matter of fact 
that one can hardly pick up a technical magazine of any sort 
without seeing on almost every page the rhetorical opening, 
‘*The war has taught us’’ something or other that seems to be 
obvious even to the wayfaring man. The phrase threatens to 
take its place in history beside the famous statement regarding 
the voyager who ‘‘sailed up the river that bears his name,’’ or 
beside that famous question in fiction as to which came out of 
the door, the lady or the tiger? The pathos lies in the fact that 
our world could hardly pass through the fiery furnace of the past 
five years without having much of its dross burned away. In the 
face of the greatest historical manifestation of the power of evil 
we have been forced to examine carefully every important ele- 
ment in our national organization, and to reject many things that 
even suggest weakness. More than this, we have been forced to 
reject many things that were not wrong in themselves, but were 
found to be less strong than other things; in the face of great 
necessity, only the strongest is of value. 

First, as to our high school history courses. It used to be our 
theory that in a well-balanced high school curriculum there 
should be a fairly well distributed patronage of the different 
courses. For example, of the history classes in a high school, 
25 per cent should be in ancient history, 15 per cent in medieval, 
15 per cent in English, with the balance in American history 
and civics. This percentage was suggested by the preference of 
the colleges in required entrance work. I have often heard 
school administrators speak of the necessity for keeping alive 
certain courses that seemed to fall off in numbers, and we used 
to resort to various devices to add interest to the unpopular 
lines of historical study. In general, textbooks have lagged be- 
hind the newer theories of teaching owing to the inherent con- 
servatism of authors, few of whom have had the moral courage 
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to get away from the style of book that is suited only for the 
formal recitation. 

The trend of events, political and educational, has brought me 
to the point where I believe that for many years to come the one 
really essential thing in history for children of high school age 
is that they should understand as thoroughly as possible the 
events of the last twenty years, leading up to the culmination of 
the Hohenzollern dream of world conquest. If you ask me how 
long this program should be kept up, I should answer you, ‘‘As 
long as those children are in school who have been touched by 
the spirit of the war.’’. Active war work has been carried on in 
Indianapolis by every child in the schools during the past year; 
therefore I should say that for twelve years to come, at least, we 
should offer in our high schools a course of modern Kuropean 
history which should begin with a brief view of Europe down to 
1870, with a careful study of men and events since that time. 
This course may cover one, two, or three semesters, according to 
the age of the pupils and their ability to deal with the underlying 
motives and questions of personal and political ethies. And this, 
by the way, is really a high order of understanding, crude but 
effective. How about the little girl who, when asked the object of 
the war, replied, ‘‘To make fewer and better Germans.’’ Or the 
little boy who recently referred to the ex-kaiser as ‘‘unwept, un- 
honored and unhung.’’ 

My own experience with such a course in war history may sug- 
gest something to you. Last summer, in a state normal college, 
I offered a course of the kind described above. With a mature 
class, it made a wonderfully interesting six weeks’ work. This 
same material I worked over later for high school use and de- 
signed a short course for students fourteen to sixteen years of 
age, covering four weeks. The typewritten outline I made for 
this was designed for other than history teachers, as I found 
that even among college-trained teachers some simplicity was 
needed to get at the real gist of the matter. From this four 
weeks’ course we were encouraged to offer in the manual train- 
ing high school a full semester course as an elective, a course 
that might be called ‘‘The understanding of the war,’’ and it is 
now being carried on by one of my teachers with three full class- 
es of high school juniors and seniors. We are using ‘‘The 
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roots of the war,’’ the text that was used so successfully with the 
S. A. T. C. This text is only the basis of the work, for with 
high school students, there is need for careful shepherding by 
the teacher. There is no textbook of proper caliber for our class- 
es, and it is necessary for the classes to make a good share of 
the maps. This is, of course, not a drawback, but a positive 
advantage. In our case, the addition of this course has not been 
accompanied by any falling off in the standard courses, as the 
disappearance of German from the high school curriculum had 
already thrown us so many more students that these divisions 
really represent additional students. The reason for the course 
is obvious. The ‘‘big job’’ of these boys and girls of ours will 
be to see the world through the inevitable period of feconstruc- 
tion that always follows a great war. There is little use in 
telling them that there is need for every bit as much work and 
heroism as the boys in the A. E. F. showed, because there will 
be nothing spectacular in the abundance of hard work to be 
done. But the children must have a clear idea of the causes of 
the war, in order that they may have the right spirit for the 
generation of mopping up that must be done. 

In addition to the new course suggested above, all our stand- 
ard courses have been altered, permanently, I think, by the nat- 
ural importance of current events. In this matter I have left 
my teachers very much to their own devices; some of them have 
devoted as much as half the time during the past year to the 
events of the day and have condensed the regular work in order 
to fit this in. This action I justify on the ground that the aver- 
age American inevitably constitutes himself an ‘‘arbiter rerum 
publicarum,’’ yet is lamentably ignorant of history; ideas that 
may fairly be called grotesque are commonly accepted by the 
vast majority, whom we cannot class as illiterate, since they can 
read and write. If it were possible to teach every child how to 
keep himself up with events, alive, so to speak, the character of 
our national life for the next century would be impressed with a 
sanity that it has certainly lacked on certain occasions in the 
past. The peddler of patent medicines might prosper as the 
green bay tree, but it is to be hoped that the peddler of Bolshevik 
tommy rot might have a hard time to find a market. The classi- 
fication of our children as ‘‘the hope of the nation’’ presupposes 
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sound instruction, high standards, and high courage. It appears 
to me that it is very important that our ten per cent should be 
taught the habit of discriminating study of the daily press. 

An essential part of history instruction is such geography as 
is naturally included in the story of the country being studied. 
I often find that teachers and students are inclined to treat this 
in a perfunctory manner through inability to grasp the necessity 
for understanding history. Following the treaty of peace and 
the results of the deliberation of the various commissions that 
seem to be necessary, there will come the long and tedious pro- 
cess of replacing all our maps. Practically every textbook in 
geography and history, political or otherwise, must be provided 
with new maps, and most of the books must themselves be re- 
written. It is rarely that an historian is able to resist the 
temptation to foretell the future; most of us are living examples 
of the old saw that ‘‘there is no money in the prophet business.”’ 
So many of us have been seized by the tentacles of the bespec- 
tacled German octopus that many texts must be cleared of the 
imputation of pro-Germanism. The work of this sort that has 
already been done has been useless, possibly owing to the desire 
of the publishers to save as many stereo plates as possible, thus 
putting on the unfortunate author the necessity for making his 
pages register where the junction comes between the old and the 
new plates. It reminds one of the ancient story of the wicked 
college student who pasted together the pages of the chapel 
Bible, with startling results in the changed dimensions of Noah’s 
wife! Let us have courage to demand from our friends the pub- 
lishers textbooks that do not require the use of a coarse file to 
smooth off the rough edges. 

Second, the spirit of our instruction. I wish I knew just how 
far the American people owe their magnificent fighting spirit to 
the publie schools. ‘‘And the kaiser said we wouldn’t fight!’’ 
Do you know that the Twenty-seventh division in which was 
numbered the famous ‘‘lost battalion,’’ was entirely composed 
of drafted men? Pretty good for a lot of draftees! And do 
you know that when Schwab was organizing his foree of dollar- 
a-year men for the development of the emergency fleet, there was 
only one man who said he wouldn’t serve? It is only fair to say 
that he was sick in bed. Do you know that the reason why it took 
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half as long to train our army of the A. E. F. as it did to get a 
similar European army into shape was that our boys were 
trained to go in only one direction? Haven’t you, every one of 
you, seen in our boys and girls that same spirit that was in those 
men? Doubtless many unwise things were said and done in the 
excitement of the moment, but I know that you must have seen, 
as I have, boys and girls of high school age who were not aware 
of having nerves, who like the schoolboys in Kipling have not 
been encouraged to dwell on their emotions, stammer and break 
down in recitation because they were so full of the desire to get 
into the fight. Most of them could not, in the nature of things, 
and they had to be contented with doing things at home. Four- 
teen thousand home gardens last year; nearly ten thousand dol- 
lars out of their small earnings for the junior Red Cross; war 
savings stamps to the value of over half a million and liberty 
bonds to the value of over a million. All this in a small city with 
about 40,000 children in school. Pretty good for a lot of boys 
and girls who were terribly uneasy because they were too young 
to fight. This record of ours in Indianapolis could doubtless be 
matched in many places. 

The manual training high school is now twenty-four years old 
and registers about fourteen hundred students, equally divided 
between boys and girls. But we had over fourteen hundred stars 
on our flag, with thirty-one gold stars. Who can measure the 
value to these children of having lived in the midst of such a 
spirit as has filled our hearts for the past two years? Surely it 
is our duty to help keep this spirit alive in these children. There 
is no longer the necessity for facing Germany in open battle, but 
I am sure you will agree with me that the German secret service 
is still infernally active and as much to be dreaded as ever. The 
snake is not even scotched. ‘‘Morale’’ is a good word. The 
thing needed in our day is a great mass of moral strength, puri- 
tanical determination to do away not only with the causes of 
trouble in Europe but with the occasional instances of criminal 
folly in this country. We have tried too long to keep from our 
children the knowledge of evil; let us rather teach them to keep 
their heads up, look evil squarely in the face, and annihilate it 
simply by the force of their morale. 

How to do this? I do not wonder that so many children dis- 
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like the study of history. It is our fault. We speak of ‘‘a his- 
tory class’’ instead of a class of children. We have made a ver- 
itable valley of dry bones in our classrooms. Try some time 
reading to a group of children who are tired of history the vision 
of Ezekiel and see what reaction you get. Will they recognize 
the application? For us to fail at this time by making history 
dry is unpardonable, for the children are full of the desire to 
learn and all they need is wise guidance. Fourteen years ago, 
when times were very different from the crises of the present 
day, Winston Churchill wrote these words: ‘‘Thus the duty 
rests today, more heavily than ever, upon each American citizen 
to make good to the world those principles upon which his gov- 
ernment was built.’? It must be of prime necessity that we teach 
children these principles. Let us teach them to look at things 
as they are; the Monroe doctrine, for example, is dead as a door- 
nail, because it was essentially an insular doctrine, and so far as 
we are concerned, the day of small things has past. Certain of 
the weaker brethren are going about the country sounding the 
danger of entangling alliances. As well call to a child who is up 
to his neck in slime, ‘‘My son, don’t get your clothes muddy !”’ 
And as for the objectors to the world league who would advise 
us to keep to ourselves lest perchance our boys have to go to 
Kurope to maintain order, let us ask them if they remember a 
certain historie character who remains preéminent for dodging 
responsibility, whose reasoning is so clearly shown in the twen- 
ty-seventh chapter of Matthew. 

It is for us as teachers a fortunate thing that at this juncture 
we have a president who may fairly be called a practical idealist. 
Mr. Wilson in his fourteen articles and in the four principles of 
government formulated by him at Mount Vernon last July 
fourth, uttered truths that diplomatic Europe, Germany espe- 
cially, has openly laughed at for centuries. Old Ben Franklin 
saw that he was expected to tell lies, and so deceived his oppo- 
nents by telling the truth. John Hay astonished Europe and in 
fact created a new diplomacy by telling the truth. Bismark 
built his empire on a foundation of fraud, lying, and brute force, 
a foundation of sand in very truth. How strange it is to think 
how long the peace of Europe endured, considering its founda- 
tion. In my own training as a teacher, I was warned not to mor- 
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alize to the children, never to preach. I want to tell you that 
more than once in the past two years the children in my classes 
have preached to me, and if you are honest you will admit the 
same of yourselves. Doubtless the fate of the future depends 
on what we teach these children. Let us then teach them openly 
that honesty is the best policy. You will remember that Mark 
Twain said he knew it was so, because he had tried both ways 
and found out! These children have lived in a world that so far 
has tried both ways; let us see to it, so far as we can, that they 
have a chance to learn better ways. Let us teach them, too, not 
to be ashamed to proclaim before all the world their belief in 
lofty ideals. 


‘‘Bear witness, Earth, we have made our choice, 
For Freedom’s brotherhood.’’ 


Another thing we must teach them, and here I am somewhat 
at loss, for I am not at all sure that I can make you see what I 
mean. You will pardon me for a personal reference. As a child, 
I was always eager to hear my father tell stories about ‘‘the 
war.’’ One of the things that seemed to fascinate me was the 
tale of how he, as a high school principal, enlisted in 1861 with 
eight boys from his senior class, and with them went through 
four and a half years of that conflict. It never once occurred 
to me, as a child or as a man, that it would ever be possible for 
me to do as my father did, to wear the olive drab as he wore the 
blue. And yet last year it came about that I spent a few weeks 
at Camp Taylor in the F. A. C. O. T. S., becoming again a stu- 
dent and learning a pedagogy that was all new to me. Three 
things in this I want to impress on you. I learned that there are 
but two possible marks, 100 and zero; to make 100 is not an ex- 
ploit, but a duty. To make zero is a lasting disgrace. Again, I 
learned that when a normal human being goes to school from 
5:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., seven days in the week, he learns some- 
thing! Two terrible mistakes we have made in the past; we 
have been dilettantes in teaching our children, and we have al- 
lowed them to be satisfied with less than their best. It seems to 
me to be the most serious indictment of our instruction in his- 
tory, that we have encouraged this willingness to be satisfied 
with little. We ought to get our children thoroughly accustomed 








; a 


= es U€PSlU OD a el 


1918-1919 After-the-War History 161 


to hard work; we ought to mark them closely, and we ought to 
teach them that it is not a joke, but a piece of practical patriot- 
ism, when we tell them the old story of the two words most char- 
acteristic of the Spaniard and the American, ‘‘manana’’ and — 
+ait,”” 

And the third thing I learned was that a good soldier never 
allows to pass an opportunity for service. The great task be- 
fore these children is to live through the period of reconstruction 
that inevitably follows war. We must so teach them that they 
will spring to the collar in this great work. Fate has thrust 
upon us leadership of a sort never dreamed of by the men who 
made our country. The cold, dry, hard facts of the next genera- 
tion lack the verve and enthusiasm of battle. It needs all the 
spiritual uplift we can give the next generation to make them 
the leaders of the world’s affairs. 

J. R. H. Moore 


InpIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 




















AFTER-THE-WAR REORGANIZATION OF HISTORY IN 
THE NORMAL SCHOOL 


If I had had the arrangement of the order of the topics for 
discussion here this morning I think that I should have placed 
the normal school last, for the simple reason that the problems 
of the modern normal school of the Mississippi valley, as far as 
history, mathematics, languages, and the sciences are concerned, 
comprehend those of the elementary school, the high school, and 
the college. If this program were being rendered in some other 
part of the country, as for example in New England or on the 
Pacific coast where the normal schools are as a rule restricted 
to two years of professional work and give little or no attention 
to the academic content of such subjects as history, mathematics, 
languages, and the sciences, I should not suggest any alteration 
in the order that has been set down here. But in this broad val- 
ley, where the leading normal schools with only one or two ex- 
ceptions are full-fledged teachers’ colleges with four years of 
college work preceded by fifteen units of high school work, the 
situation would seem to justify a modification of the order of the 
program we are following. Through its practice school or dem- 
onstration school, the teachers’ college has to deal with the same 
problem in history as the public elementary school; through its 
practice or demonstration school or through its preparatory de- 
partment, it has much the same problem as the high school; and 
through its college of liberal arts or the normal school proper, 
it has the problem of the standard college. Because of these 
things I say that it would have been somewhat more logical to 
have had the discussion on the problem of the normal school in 
the reorganization of history courses come last on this program. 
This is not said by way of criticism of the committee in charge 
of this program, but for the purpose of setting forth the facts 
regarding the status of the leading normal schools of the Missis- 
sippi valley, many of which have already been legally designated 
as teachers’ colleges. 
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The modern normal school prepares teachers for all branches 
of public school service from the kindergarten school to the high 
school inelusive. Like a great manufacturing concern it studies 
its field and undertakes to produce what the schools want. But 
it does more than merely cater to the trade. It formulates an 
educational policy and undertakes to carry out that policy 
through its students when they go out to teach. Hence it modi- 
fies its courses and rearranges its curriculum from time to time 
to meet new conditions that arise. For example, twenty years 
ago agriculture, household arts, manual training, commerce, 
French and Spanish had no place in the curriculum of the normal 
school. But as soon as it became apparent that those subjects 
should be taught in the schools, the normal school began to offer 
instruction in them and to join with the other educational agen- 
cies in advocating their introduction into the schools. On the 
other hand, the normal school has never given any instruction in 
Greek, Italian, astronomy, or geology for the simple reason that 
there has been no demand for these subjects in the schools. Just 
now we are witnessing the almost complete elimination of Ger- 
man from the public schools and with that a corresponding de- 
cline in German in the normal schools and colleges. When Ger- 
man returns to a place in the schools it will recover its former 
position in the normal schools and the colleges, and not until 
then. 

What is true of these subjects is also true of history. Its place 
in the curriculum of the normal school has been somewhat deter- 
mined by the position it has held in the elementary school and 
the high school. It was not so long ago when the history courses 
in the normal school were very few and indifferent. When that 
was the ease history was poorly developed in the schools. But 
with the expansion of that subject in the schools, there has come 
about a corresponding expansion in the normal school. It would 
be just as correct to put it the other way and say that the devel- 
opment of history in the normal school there has come about a 
corresponding development in the schools. 

Now during this period of growth and development of history 
there has been considerable shifting and rearrangement within 
the subject itself. This has been particularly true in the last ten 
years. In the elementary school European history has found a 
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place alongside American history. In the high school the four 
year plan of history as outlined by the ‘‘committee of seven’’ has 
been giving way and modern European history and American 
history bid fair to become the standard courses in history and 
the only ones that will be required for graduation from the high 
school. In the normal schools and the colleges interest in ancient 
history and medieval history has taken a decided slump. We 
are abandoning the idea that to understand a given period one 
must first know the preceding period. In doing that we are giv- 
ing up an idea that is sound from the point of view of both the- 
ory and practice. But the time element has compelled us to deal 
with this matter pragmatically and we find it necessary to yield 
a little and permit students to break into history at some other 
point than at the beginning of things. 

No doubt the great world movements of the last decade, cul- 
minating in the recent great war, have been largely responsible 
for this shifting of interest in the fields of history in our schools 
and colleges. But even before the world became so much astir, 
the trend towards emphasizing the more recent periods in his- 
tory had already set in. This was largely due to the new view 
that had arisen regarding history as a subject in our school cur- 
ricula. What practical value has history that it should be taught 
in our schools and colleges, was being asked by a great many 
critics both in and out of our educational institutions. The 
answer that we should study history in order that we might know 
the past proved insufficient. Historians and history teachers 
then developed a new view of history and sought through it to 
make the past explain the present. In that way they began to 
tie history to the life that now is and as a result they gave his- 
tory a new reason for existence in our educational institutions. 
Naturally there followed from this new view a greater interest 
in the more recent periods in European and American history 
than in the remote, for what happened yesterday has apparently 
a closer connection with the events of today than those of long 
ago have. The recent war has added greatly to popular interest 
in the history of the last fifty years. The Franco-Prussian war, 
the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-1878, the rise of the Balkan states 
and the colonization of Africa since 1880, for example, have been 
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studied as never before, for in these subjects so many of the 
roots of the great war are plainly to be seen. 

Along with this shifting of interest from the more remote to 
the more recent periods in European and American history there 
has been growing up an interest in the history of Latin America 
and the far east, so that a demand is coming for the cultivation 
of those fields of history in our schools and colleges. 

In view of this shifting of popular interest in history to the 
more recent periods, let us come now to a consideration of the 
after-the-war problem that confronts the normal school and of 
the solution of that problem. 

Before doing that, however, it should be said that I am as- 
suming that the normal school is maintaining courses in the con- 
tent of history as well as in the methods of teaching history. I 
am aware of the fact that some normal schools neglect the aca- 
demie phases of history and put practically all of their efforts 
upon the pedagogic phases. But I do not have that type of 
normal school in mind in my discussion here, first, because I do 
not believe in that kind of a normal school, and second, because 
that type does not exist in large numbers in the Mississippi 
valley. 

The after-the-war problem before the normal school is there- 
fore twofold: first, what readjustments should be made in its 
academie courses; and second, what modifications in the theories 
and methods of teaching history in the schools should be brought 
out in its professional courses. In a sense the first phase of this 
problem is somewhat the same as that which the standard college 
has to confront, with this difference, however, that while in the 
classes in history in the standard college there are generally 
some students who are looking forward to teaching history, the 
number of such students is much larger in the history classes of 
the normal school. And yet there is always a considerable num- 
ber of students in the history classes of a normal school that 
never intend to teach history and are taking history only for its 
cultural value in preparing them for citizenship. Since that is 
the case, the problem of the normal school as to the academic 
content of its courses in history is somewhat more complicated 
than that of the standard college. 
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In answer to the question regarding the academic course in 
history in the normal school, I have the following suggestions 
to make: 

More emphasis must be placed on the more recent periods of 
history than before. That means not merely special courses in 
the history of Europe since 1815 and the history of the United 
States since 1865, but also special attention to those periods in 
the general or introductory courses in European and American 
history. I hold that the history department of the normal school 
should maintain two and possibly three general or introductory 
courses: one in European history, one in American history, 
and possibly one in English history. Each of these courses 
should be of sufficient length to permit the more recent periods 
to be studied in some detail. In European and English history 
I think at least one-third of the time should be devoted in each 
course to the periods since 1815, and in American history the 
same amount of time to the period since 1865. It may be that 
in the high school we are coming to such a rearrangement of his- 
tory as will permit the high school student to begin his work in 
history at about 1500 if not later, and as will never require him 
either before or after to study the preceding periods; and it may 
be he will be allowed to begin his study of American history with 
the adoption of the constitution on the assumption that he got 
enough on the colonial and revolutionary periods in the ele- 
mentary school to furnish him with a historical background for 
a high school course in American history. I can conceive how 
such a method of procedure in European history might be car- 
ried out very successfully in the high school. But I confess that 
I think it would be decidedly unfortunate if the introductory 
courses in European and American history in the normal school 
should be similarly fashioned. Not only the intending teacher 
but the man of the world needs to know something, however 
slight it may be, of the historical background of the modern 
world as it is found in the medieval and early modern periods, 
and if the high school eliminates this background from its course 
of modern European history, then the normal school should by 
all means furnish it in its course in European history. 

In addition to the general courses and the special courses in 
recent history, there should be courses in ancient history, medi- 
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eval history, and Latin American history. For some time our 
relations with the American republics to the south of us have 
been growing closer and closer, and the war has contributed very 
materially to our cordial relations with these countries. If we 
are to make the most of our opportunities with these countries 
we need to know more of their history, and for that reason the 
normal schools should be active in popularizing the history of 
Latin America. 

In the presentation of the general or introductory courses in 
history there should be a different procedure from that which 
has heretofore generally prevailed. So many students at the be- 
ginning of a general course do not know where they are going 
to land at the end of the course. They are generally working 
without very definite purpose except to get the lessons as they 
are assigned day by day. Such a procedure as that is very waste- 
ful. It is at least not as productive of results as it might be if 
the students are given to understand at the outset of the course 
what its main object is, and if they are made to realize from 
time to time that they are actually making progress towards that 
object. In order that they may know what is the end that is to 
be attained through a given course, I think that at the beginning 
of the course some study should be made of the conditions of the 
times up to which the course will ultimately lead. For example, 
before the class in European history is set to work upon the 
barbarian migrations or whatever is taken as the first topic in 
the course, it should be given an opportunity to study the condi- 
tions in Europe at the present time or at least as they existed in 
1914. Several lessons should be devoted to such study at the 
very beginning of the course, and the students should be made 
to understand that these conditions constitute the goal towards 
which they are to work. It will not do to tell them in an offhand 
way on the opening day that they are beginning a course which 
will ultimately lead up to the conditions that prevail in Europe 
at the present time or in 1914. They may know what those con- 
ditions are and they may not. The safest thing is to make a 
definite study of the subject. After that has been done a survey 
should be made of the conditions that prevailed at the time that 
is taken as the starting point of the course. Then the instructor 
is in a position to set the problem of the course as a whole before 
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the class. Given a certain set of conditions in Europe in 376, 
800, 1066, or whatever date is taken as the starting point, how 
have those conditions been changed so as to become what they 
are today or what they were in 1914? 

It will not be enough, however, to set up the goal. Unless care 
is taken by the instructor in the selection of the proper topics 
for study and discussion, the goal is likely to be lost sight of and 
may never be reached at all. Considerable skill on the part of 
the instructor must be exercised in eliminating some of the 
topics that have usually been included in the course and in in- 
cluding those topics that have not heretofore been considered, 
It will also involve the skillful fitting together of the various 
parts of the course so that each part will help directly to the 
attainment of the goal that has been set up. For example, it 
would be futile in a general course in European history to give 
any special attention to the history of the Balkan peoples and the 
Ottoman Turks prior to the nineteenth century, notwithstanding 
the fact that they appeared in southeastern Europe during the 
middle ages. Of course the capture of Constantinople in 1453 
ean not well go unmentioned until the class comes to the nine- 
teenth century. It had an effect on western Europe that was too 
direct to be ignored while studying the development of medieval 
France, Germany, and England. But the early movements of 
the Bulgarians, the Serbs, and the other Balkan peoples are of 
little direct concern to a class studying western Europe until the 
nineteenth century is reached. But when the history of these 
peoples is taken up at that point, it would be well to go into their 
earlier history briefly by way of introduction. In that way the 
student will be made to realize the significance of what he is 
asked to do. Otherwise, if he has to weave in fragmentary bits 
of Balkan history here and there during his study of the medi- 
eval and early modern history of western Europe, he will most 
probably be sadly confused and will see no purpose in any of it. 

If the problem of the course is set before the students at the 
beginning so that they understand what they have to start with 
and towards what they are to drive ahead, and if they are proper- 
ly directed along the road that leads to the goal that has been set 
up, then there is no likelihood of their complaining that what 
they are studying is without any vital connection with the life of 
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today, nor will they think that the journey they are asked to take 
from the past to the present is too long or tedious. 

As regards the courses in the teaching of history I have but 
one or two suggestions to make. These courses are maintained 
for the purpose of discussing and testing out the principles un- 
derlying the teaching of history and the methods of presenting 
the subject in the schools. Any new method that may be for- 
mulated deserves attention, especially if it has been given a trial 
and if it has come to have ardent adherents and advocates. I 
wish to call attention to a fairly new method that is as yet in 
the experimental stage, and although it has not many adherents 
it has some very reputable men and women championing it. I 
refer to the so-called ‘‘project method.’’ 

According to this method, in its extreme form, all formal 
courses in history, at least in the high school, are abolished and 
all study of history is made to proceed from current events and 
existing conditions of significance. For example, the newspa- 
pers today tell us that Italy refuses to relinquish her claims upon 
Fiume and threatens to withdraw from the peace conference. 
This item in the papers furnishes a topic for historical investi- 
gation in the high school class and forthwith a journey, more or 
less lengthy, is taken back into the history of Italy and the Jugo 
Slavs. Next week some other item attracts the attention and 
another excursion into the past is started off with that as the 
point of departure. There is no denying that such a method can 
be suecessfully followed provided the teacher is a thorough 
scholar and a skilled teacher, and provided that the equipment 
is adequate for the development of so miscellaneous a lot of 
subjects as would necessarily be taken up in this way. And 
there is no denying that such a method of procedure is a good 
one for occasional use in a regular course in history or in a short 
course on current history. But there are grave fundamental 
objections to the employment of this method in all courses in 
history in the high school. It would result in the examination 
of only those phases of the past that are suggested by current 
events of the day and would never give the student a broad or 
connected survey of the past. It is well to let the headlines of 
the newspaper occasionally suggest a line of historical study, 
but that method if used exclusively will leave the pupil woefully 
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lacking in some very important essentials of historical 
knowledge. 

In conclusion, may I say that although the war that is now 
being brought to a close is giving direction to the study of his- 
tory at the present time, we should not allow the matter to be 
overdone. Although the war is the big question of today, it is 
not the only one of historical interest and it should not be al- 
lowed to eliminate other questions from historical consideration 
altogether. There is, for example, the evolution of the church 
that has little or no connection with the war, and yet we can not 
afford to ignore it even now. As long as history is studied the 
growth and decline of papal power will be one of great interest 
and profit to students of history. Other topics might be men- 
tioned but this will suffice to illustrate the point. 

The demands upon history teachers were never greater than 
they are today. Never were their opportunities greater. But as 
history teachers we should be careful to keep our balance and 
not permit ourselves to be pulled over too far to one side by the 
attractive force of the war. Let the war be the great subject 
towards which historical study should be directed for the pres- 
ent. But let it not be the only subject. 


EK. M. Vio.erre 





State TrEacHers CoLLEGE 
KirksviLue, Missouri 





RECONSTRUCTED COURSES IN HISTORY IN THE 
COLLEGES 


The ‘‘new history’’ was here before the war. Readjustments 
of the courses in many colleges had been made in accordance 
thereto. The war has simply given an added impulse to efforts 
already begun to meet the demand that all history courses 
should ‘‘funetion in the present.’’ 

Seized by an admirable zeal to understand ourselves and our 
contemporaries the proponents of the new idea insisted upon a 
new selection and a reorganization of the historical facts of the 
past experiences of the ages ‘‘to serve best in understanding the 
most vital problems of the present.’’ Unfortunately, however, 
there soon appeared textbooks which sought to project propa- 
ganda of the present into the pages of the past. The fact that 
some sought consciously or otherwise to pervert the past to the 
uses of the present became all too evident. For instance, an 
otherwise excellent college text in European history discloses 
throughout all its pages, no matter how fundamentally differ- 
ent from the present the period it is characterizing, the author’s 
determination to run the thought of all of his students into his 
own single progressive mold. An American history for both 
high schools and colleges discovers the 1912 progressive party in 
the early pages of colonial history and never loses the party 
in a single chapter thereafter. Too evident throughout is the 
author’s zeal to make converts to the party. Often changed 
type and footnotes are inserted whenever there seems the least 
danger that the student will slip off the hook so attractively 
baited. 

During the war the efforts to prostitute our history became 
more pronounced in the United States. German intrigue and 
the German blood of George m1, it was asserted, were the real 
causes of the American revolution. The facts of our relations 
with France, from 1775 to 1821, were reinterpreted in order to 
cement more closely our popular affections to our allies for a 
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more determined and united prosecution of the war. Our col- 
leges naturally, under the S. A. T. C. regulations with the ‘‘war 
issues’’ course — predominantly composed of recent European 
history —required of all, tried to do their full service of strength- 
ening the patriotism and fighting morale of our prospective sol- 
diers. The impending defeat of all real scholarship with the 
victory of the Germans justified the changed attitudes of pro- 
fessors toward history in many a college classroom. Specially 
constructed textbooks for the war issues course were hurriedly 
written and adopted and, doubtless, in all cases faithfully used. 
Time, the occasion, and the purpose of the course did not war- 
rant the exhibition by the instructors concerned of their custom- 
ary zeal for the training of true historical-mindedness, impar- 
tiality, and well-balanced judgments. 

With an impending peace and the complete demobilization of 
the 8S. A. T. C., the colleges are now allowed to resume their 
normal functions. War has naturally jostled us out of many 
educational ruts and driven us to have a new and deeper inter- 
est in what contributes to real social progress. Some, apparent- 
ly believing that human advancement has been due to human 
volition, seek so to order their new history as to teach what is 
to them ‘‘worth while.’’? By such a concentration of purpose 
and unity of direction they seek by embuing their students with 
their own preconceived purpose to move the world. Disgusted 
with the old idea that history is a record of past events, with 
considerable correctness of view they insist that history must 
be reinvigorated by a topical presentation of the conditions and 
institutions of the past for a comparison with those of the pres- 
ent. In denouncing the customary treatment of political his- 
tory, believing the greatest fact of history to be the rise and 
progress of the common man, they seek to substitute a socio- 
logical point of view in their new treatment of all history. Ree- 
ognizing the fact that in recent years history has become less 
secure in its old position in the center of the stage among the 
social sciences of the college curriculum, some appear to seek to 
regain its former uncontested leadership by a surrender to the 
other branches of the social sciences in allowing them singly or 
collectively to interpret its pages and practically reorganize its 
courses. 
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We accept the truth of the unity of all true education. In do- 
ing so we acknowledge that all branches of human inquiry must 
now more imperatively than ever before concern themselves with 
an impartial searching of the validity of the present world’s 
activities with a view of learning correctly the basic foundations 
of all immortal civilization. We who are engaged in the study 
of history must be willing to reorganize our studies whenever 
we can thereby make our investigations and teachings contribute 
more to the well-being of our fellowmen. True to our earnest 
desire to be as scientific as possible, we must direct our work 
toward the solution of the problem ‘‘how man everywhere has 
come to be as he is.’’ In doing so we cannot, however, arrange 
our courses according to any pet theory of interpretation. The 
theory of the persistent physical differences in race cannot guide 
us longer nor the newer idea of the superior power and genius 
of the long-headed blond Aryans of northern Europe. At the 
same time race psychology cannot alone satisfactorily explain 
the part played in history by any collection of men. It suggests 
only that events and institutions are the outcome of the genius 
of peoples and urges us on further to discover the initial causes 
of any particular genius. Led to seek the interpretation from a 
study of the influence of habitat or climate, we organize our his- 
tory too exclusively on geography or anthropogeography. Ob- 
sessed with the attractiveness of this theory, we are led into vari- 
ous paths as we endeavor to uphold the idea that races are what 
climate, soil, diet, pursuits, and inherited qualities have made 
them. Exponents of these several theories succeed simply in dis- 
closing several factors continually operating on the history of 
all peoples but fail to explain the differences in nations. Re- 
course is then taken by many to the economic interpretation of 
history. Already many college courses have become reorgan- 
ized for the exclusive presentation of the economic interpreta- 
tion, so easily is history thereby socialized and made more pop- 
ular and practical. The unreliability of any exclusive use of this 
squint-eyed method of interpreting history has been conclusively 
shown by both its friends and its enemies. 

Naturally the idealists now reénter the field with greater con- 
fidence in their claim that ideals and emotions are ever the basic 
causes of the events which evidence the differences among na- 
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tions. Not until the financial and economic policies of a nation 
have been translated into moral terms and ideals, they claim, 
and with much truth, do they command the interest and support 
of the people. Then comes a renewed effort of biology to inter- 
pret and determine whether democracy is a step in the evolu- 
tion of man. 

Our courses, however, must not be reconstructed according to 
any single method for the selection of the facts used. Otherwise 
our students will lose some of the causal sequences in the human 
phenomena of the past which exerted unmistakable influence on 
the development of men in both social and political life. As 
Dunning truly said in 1914, at a time when ‘‘the sociological, the 
metallurgical, the pathological, the meteorological, the astro- 
nomical, the geological . . . are in heated rivalry it is 

unsafe to say that the most obscure and least suspected 
fact of the past will not appear tomorrow as the hinge on which 
man’s whole career has turned.’’ 

It would be foolish to resist all demands for the reorganiza- 
tion of our courses. With no basic surrender of scientific schol- 
arship we should take advantage of the current interest in the 
existing world problems, the necessity of the redrawing of the 
map of Europe, the conserving of peace, and the renewing of the 
world’s prosperity. Having now really live and all-absorbing 
international problems for solution we must ‘‘exploit the new 
public interest’’ and focus the attention of our students on the 
great outstanding problems of international security, industrial 
reorganization, along with those of health and real social ad- 
vancement. 

Most important is our reorganization of the basic introductory 
courses which ought, hereafter, to be taken by all students who 
would be trained properly for intelligent and wise world citizen- 
ship. Controlling their determination enters the acknowledg- 
ment that heretofore college education has been taught too rigid- 
ly in closed compartments. From the experiences with the war 
issues course especially it was learned that the various social 
sciences, all closely interwoven in the field of knowledge, had 
previously been so widely separated by artificial lines that the 
students never learned to see life in a coherent manner. A truly 
educated man, it has been seen, can be secured only by a training 
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which enforces a coordination into one consistent synthesis of 
the results hitherto scattered throughout the literature of an- 
thropology, history, political science, philology, education, geog- 
raphy, economics, psychology, biology, and other studies. Cer- 
tainly history, economies, political science, literature, psychol- 
ogy, and philosophy must cooperatively participate in the teach- 
ing of the theories, principles, and ideals embodied in the forces 
which account for man’s progress. Forcibly, if necessary, must 
the several departments be shaken out of their ruts of specializa- 
tion in order that henceforth their codperation may give the stu- 
dents the proper breadth of knowledge and the sense of the in- 
terrelation and interaction of the forces of human life. 

A confessional established this very moment in our midst 
would disclose many who deplore the separatism and too early 
and rigid specialization in their own undergraduate training. 
Too frequently is the regret expressed that even within a single 
department such as that of history so much stress was put on 
special courses that the students never secured the broad infor- 
mation and the proper vision of the interdependence of historical 
movements. 

The belief seems unanimous that the colleges should stress the 
ideals and content of good citizenship. The war has raised new 
issues regarding the relations of America with the outside world. 
The provincial attitude of man, which before so generally held 
America to be isolated permanently in both geography and 
ideals from the rest of the world, has changed. Every intelli- 
gent citizen will become reconciled to the change when without 
any perversion of the facts history is so presented as to enable 
every one to see how before the war America and the other na- 
tions of the world were touching each other at many points. 
The world, it will then be seen, had proceeded, unnoticed even 
by the majority of our specializing college students, into closely 
interwoven social, political, economic, and intellectual interrela- 
tionships. Our greatest unpreparedness, we now see, was not 
military but in intellectual and historical understanding of our 
real position. 

With so abrupt an ending of the war there exists now the 
grave danger that our people may revert to the old attitude of 
isolation and neutrality. Our students must, in consequence, by 

















an unselfish codperation of the interrelated departments, be 
given by a proper readjustment of courses the opportunity to 
understand that American life has become permanently recast. 
A comprehension of the racial, cultural, and class divisions in 
American society should now be sought. Any sound solution of 
the current land problem, questions of finance, economics, trans- 
portation, labor and capital, the sphere and functions of govern- 
mental action, and many other matters can be secured only from 
a broad knowledge which induces a proper integration in na- 
tional life. 

The universities proper will, doubtless, increase their making 
of experts in order to meet the increasingly varied demands of 
reconstruction. The colleges, then, must by breaking down the 
old departmental lines attend to the making of the great number 
of broad and liberally educated leaders for our otherwise un- 
guided and unbalanced and excitable democracy. Unanimous 
was the agreement of some thirty professors representing the 
departments of history, economics, political science, philosophy 
and literature, meeting in conference in January in Chicago, on 
the advisability of such correlated courses for all students in the 
early years of their college work. Naturally differences arose 
over the content, organization, and conduct of such correlated 
courses. No insuperable barriers appeared, however, to prevent 
the trial of such courses in the several colleges and universities 
there represented. From Columbia and elsewhere in the east 
comes now earnest advocacy of the combining of the typical first 
college course in history with the elementary economics, politics, 
and philosophy, to be planned and administered by a stable co- 
operative body of instructors from all the four departments and 
taught in small sections with each section having a single in- 
structor. From Wisconsin university comes the suggestion of 
a professor experienced in the direction of the war issues course 
for the repeating next year of what is practically the three quar- 
ters of the originally planned war issues. Michigan suggests as 
another basic course one correlating the closely related English 
and American history. 

Certainly through all the ages there comes to us three funda- 
mental contributions from the experiences of men. These per- 
sist in being those of ethics, or the doctrine of conduct and ser- 
vice; second, economics, or the doctrine of gainful occupation; 
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and third, politics, or political science, or the doctrine of the 
necessary reconciliation between the first two in order that men 
may live together in harmony and helpfulness. The war has 
certainly taught a heretofore dull, inactive world that the above- 
mentioned three subjects must be the heart of every successful 
education of tomorrow. Clearer must be the presentations by us 
of the truths of history regarding the interactions of these forces 
among the sons of men. 

To operate successfully the history part of the proposed cor- 
related courses will require much self-denial on the part of the 
instructors. Each instructor must by thorough preparation 
rigidly exclude much interesting matter in his more masterly 
presentation of the essential facts of the history with greater 
clarity. This will result in more of the students ‘‘carrying on’’ 
from one course to another in a progressively more scholarly 
manner. <As it is today, in several of our colleges the learned 
but unwise instructor overloads his introductory course so com- 
pletely with many matters of interest to him in his research and 
exhibitory of his own erudition that his students never see the 
forest because of the seemingly interminable length of time he 
spends directing their attention to the individual trees. In con- 
sequence not only the real purposes of the introductory courses 
themselves are lost to the students but many are discouraged 
from taking the advanced courses in the same department. 

Faculty action is necessary before such reorganization can be 
tried. By tactfully upholding the truth that every student in- 
tending to specialize in the languages or the social sciences ought 
to have a non-laboratory but correlated course in general sci- 
ence, the faculty members of the natural sciences can be induced 
to support the necessary reconstruction of the college curricu- 
lum to permit the desired rearrangement of the introductory 
course in the social sciences. 

With that accomplished, the student in the reconstructed 
courses must be carefully led to adopt the changed methods of 
study. We must continue every legitimate plan now followed 
to hold and increase the interest of the students as we enthusi- 
astically lead them to apprehend and feel and actually relive 
the periods of history studied. With the requisite erudition 
but impartial and lucid presentation we must not hesitate, when 
the time clearly demands it, to muster to our service all our lit- 
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erary powers of entertainment along with persistent sanity in 
judgment as we help students to see the influences of economic 
and social history upon political and institutional or govern- 
mental development and thus to appreciate the true complexity 
of their reaction and interaction. Subjective will then become 
to each faithful student the appreciation of the work of men and 
women of real flesh and blood in their struggles and ambitions 
to realize in the different periods of history their ideals and 
aspirations. We who teach the history part in any such corre- 
lated courses must never forget that we are never to hold a brief 
for any theory, class, or country but be the truly scientific in- 
struments which aid the students to place impartially all the 
factors on each side of the questions studied on the scale pans of 
a true balance and allow the student to take his own readings. 
Doing so the student should be taught by us in the most ap- 
proved pedagogical manner to increase his abilities to retain the 
readings and to use impartially the previous readings when later 
he compares them with other readings. 

All basie history courses, whether correlated with those of 
other departments or not, required or elective, should be differ- 
ently organized and taught than at present in many institutions. 
There should be more discussions by the students, more organ- 
ization for the study of definite problems and then sessions of 
the class for the free exchange among the students of their con- 
clusions from the scientific study and investigation of the as- 
signed problems. Persistent should be the uses of practical ex- 
ercises training the students, their powers of interpretation, and 
the final synthesis of these several interpretations. In no other 
way can the students become artists in the application of his- 
torical science. Only then will history become indelibly learned 
in order later to be correctly recalled to guide our citizens when 
demagogues shall seek in the future as in the present to mis- 
lead the members of our democracy. The teacher should clev- 
erly and effectively encourage the interchange among the stu- 
dents of their differences in order to secure the successful inter- 
pretation of the various ideas. In no better way can we assist 
our students to grasp the truth of the interrelation of the lan- 
guages and the natural and social sciences. 

Two consecutive laboratory hours for the conduct of this work 
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in the basic courses should be arranged, similar to the laboratory 
hours in the natural sciences. Eventually working laboratories 
for the social sciences will be furnished in the college libraries 
for the use of these courses. Funds will be assigned for the 
equipment, assistance, and general upkeep of these social science 
laboratories, the same as given now to the natural sciences. 
Direct work can proceed therein to the greater satisfaction of 
the history instructors and the students involved. 

Our customary introductory courses must be continued as dis- 
tinct history courses but handled more skillfully with a view to 
furnishing an increased number of students for the advanced 
courses. In doing this, until our colleges are fed entirely from 
high schools having successfully trained their pupils in Mr. 
Tryon’s and others’ graduated plan of progress in the study of 
history, many if not all of his proven methods must be used in 
our colleges. We cannot longer refuse to acknowledge among 
ourselves that the colleges are no more successful than the high 
schools in securing increased power and ability in our students 
as they pass successively from one course in history to a more 
advanced course. We need continually to examine the particular 
aims of history as given by Henry Johnson and others and then 
decide whether we are succeeding in making the proper uses of 
our history to insure its doing the proper work in the field of 
education. 

Every college should encourage each of its instructors to offer 
always one advanced course in the field of their special research. 
In this way each instructor can be continually reinvigorated for 
his most important work, —that of being a great teacher of the 
basie courses. By a properly arranged progression of special 
studies throughout a series of years, to be handled by the in- 
structor in these special advanced courses, eventually such a 
mastery of the true perspective of the field will be secured as to 
enrich wonderfully his teaching power in the more widely im- 
portant and more largely elected basic courses. 

R. B. Way 


Betorr CoLLEGE 
BrLorr, WISCONSIN 
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